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College of Arts &
Sciences
In the 21st century, characterized by accelerating change,
individuals enter new careers and routinely change jobs
throughout their working lives. Successfully shaping your
personal and professional life within such an environment
demands an education that focuses on your ability to
adapt to new situations and to fashion new solutions.
Adaptation and change, however, don’t
simply happen. Providing you with opportunities to acquire the knowledge and
habits that lead to accomplishment is the
goal of a liberal arts education and of the
College of Arts and Sciences.
The college offers a variety of programs and
majors that span the arts, humanities, social
sciences, physical and biological sciences,
and mathematics. Disciplinary depth and
professionalism pervade the program major,
while breadth of knowledge comes through
choosing among several well-focused and
complementary minor programs, either in
another discipline or in one of our many
interdisciplinary minor programs. Additional skills and broadening experiences are
yours through our quality liberal arts-based
general education program.
You will find a variety of majors from
traditional liberal arts disciplines to applied

programs in the sciences, secondary education, art, and communication. Regardless
of which major you select, you will discover
new knowledge and possibly experience
an internship or undergraduate research
project where you can put your knowledge
to work in “real-world” situations.
Your educational experience within the
College of Arts and Sciences prepares you
for assuming a professional role in the
workplace or for advancing to a quality
graduate or outstanding professional school
in a variety of fields. Your education also
prepares you for the many roles you will
assume throughout your lifetime. As you
explore courses in the arts and humanities,
social sciences, and natural sciences, you are
preparing yourself to make the informed
decisions required of a citizen in the 21st
century.
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What’s Special

Art and Design

• B.A. in Art
• B.A. in Art with Education Certification K-12
• B.A. in Art with Computer Graphics
concentration
• Art minor
In addition to the programs listed above,
the Department of Art and Design offers
additional courses to create an emphasis
in ceramics, computer design, drawing,
painting, printmaking, sculpture, and art
education.
Skilled artists find job options in virtually
every field. Some occupations in art include
web designer, graphic designer, gallery
director, illustrator, and art educator. But a
skilled artist can also find employment as
a fine artist, technical illustrator, industrial
designer, product designer, model mock-up
artist, special effects artist, lighting designer,
and more. Some fine artists pursue master
of fine arts graduate programs in art and
then secure a position as a university art
professor, an art critic, a conservator or
restorer, an art therapist, or other art professional. Now, more than ever before businesses are realizing the value of the artist’s
way of thinking and viewing the world.
If you are interested in teaching art, Shippensburg offers Art Education Certification
for grades K-12. Majors gain important
skills by observing other teachers working
with students in a variety of settings and
through their own 15-credit student teaching practicum.
Many art students are able to secure
an internship to help them gain critical experience for an entry-level position.
The department also organizes visits to
major galleries in New York, Washington,
Philadelphia, and abroad. Opportunities
for faculty research projects, independent
studios and studies are encouraged.
4
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We now reside in a new state-of-the-art
center for the studio arts. Our facilities
include large spacious studios in the area of
painting, drawing, ceramics, art education,
and sculpture. Our sculpture and ceramic
areas also have tremendous roofed outdoor
work areas devoted to innovative firing,
welding, casting, and carving techniques.
Our Certificate in Graphic Design and interdisciplinary concentration in Computer
Graphics features multiple labs containing the latest software and technology.
The concentration enhances the students’
employment potential by providing students with skills in programming as well as
graphic design.
The Art and Design Department has cooperative agreements with the Art Institutes
International (AII), with eight locations
nationwide, and the Fashion Institute of
Technology (FIT) in New York. By choosing to spend your junior year at one of these
institutes, you can concentrate on computer
animation/multi-media, interior design,
graphic, industrial, fashion design, advertising, textiles/surface, or accessories design,
photography/multi-media and visual communication.
The Department of Art and Design has its
own gallery where nine major exhibits are
presented annually. Each March the best
student work is displayed, through a juried
selection process, providing an excellent
opportunity to participate in a professional
exhibition. The department is quickly
gaining a national reputation in the area of
sculpture. Our sculpture students have access to state-of-the-art tools and techniques
such as animatronics, pneumatics, plasma
cutting, and welding. We also have facilities
to carve and fabricate in wood and stone.
Special opportunities also exist for students
to fund, create, and exhibit large outdoor
works.

Getting Involved






Art Exhibition Committee
Visivo, student publication
Student Art League
PAEA (Pennsylvania Art Ed Association)
AIGA (American Institution
of Graphic Artists)

C ontact In f ormation
Department of Art & Design
Huber Art Center
717-477-1530; art@ship.edu

Biology

• B.S. in Biology
• B.S. in Biology with Biotechnology,
Biotechnology/Pre-Forensic Sciences option,
Clinical Sciences, Ecology and Environmental
Biology, and Health Professions
concentrations
• B.S. in Biology with secondary certification
• Biology minor
Biology is the science that investigates
living organisms. This broad field extends
from the study of the inner workings of
a cell to the interactions between plants,
animals, and their habitat.
All of our biology programs combine
classroom work with laboratory and field
studies. Our department is proud of its
laboratories, which have such sophisticated
instrumentation as a scanning electron
microscope, fluorescent microscopes,
microplate readers, refrigerated centrifuges,
micro-video systems, a fully automated
autoclave, and a variety of computers. In
addition there are environmental chambers,
a pond, a thriving greenhouse, herbarium,
and vertebrate exhibits. The Marine Science Consortium offers students oceanographic study and research opportunities
at Wallops Island, Virginia. Shippensburg
is less than 100 miles from the Washington, D.C., and Baltimore area, placing the
Smithsonian Institution, the National Zoo,
and the National Aquarium within reach.
Even closer are five state parks.
Many students prepare for careers in the
health professions, such as medicine,
veterinary science, optometry, dentistry,
physical therapy, chiropractic, or pharmacy.
Students with an interest in field studies
and environmental science enter careers
in conservation, wildlife biology, fisheries
management, and environmental protection. Industries and pharmaceutical companies look for students with an interest
and training in cell biology, microbiology,
biochemistry, and physiology. A number of
our students prepare for careers as secondary school biology teachers.

What’s Special

As the cornerstone of the Biology Department, our faculty is concerned about
instruction and our students. In addition
to classes taught by highly trained professors with expertise in their fields, we also
provide our students with personal attention, including career guidance and the

potential to work with a faculty member
of your choice on a guided research project
or internship, for academic credit. We have
relationships with many quality internship
sites, such as the Department of Environmental Protection and U.S. Army Medical
Research Institute of Infectious Diseases,
as well as many private, governmental, and
non-profit organizations.

Getting Involved
 Beta Beta Beta (national
honor society in biology)
 Biology Club
 Heath Sciences Club

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion

Department of Biology
Franklin Science Center 142
717-477-1401; biologydept@ship.edu

Chemistry

• B.S. in Chemistry
• B.S in Chemistry with Biochemistry,
Business, Computational, Environmental,
Forensics, and Pre-Pharmacy Concentrations
• B.S. in Chemistry with secondary
certification
• Chemistry minor
• Biochemistry minor
Chemistry is the study of matter (anything
that has mass and occupies space) and
the changes it undergoes. Most changes
in matter are accompanied by changes in
energy, and so matter and energy are at the
center of studying chemistry.
Chemistry is also about applying this
knowledge for the benefit of society.
Chemists design the medicines that cure
disease, create molecules that clean the
environment, develop methods to produce
clean drinking water, and engineer food to
feed the hungry.
Currently in demand, chemistry majors can
expect a wide variety of career choices with
good salaries and low unemployment rates.
Approximately half of our students enter
industry, business, or government agencies
where employment usually involves laboratory testing. Some of our students complement the chemistry degree with a teaching
certificate and pursue careers in secondary
education. Others use their strong chemical
background in nontraditional areas such as
science writing, scientific computing, mass

communications, and library and information science while others enroll in graduate
programs that lead to careers in university
teaching and research, toxicology, forensics,
patent and environmental law, as well as
health-related professions, such as medicine, pharmacy, and medical technology.

What’s Special

In addition to small class sizes and labs
taught by professors, students regularly use
well-equipped computerized laboratory
instrumentation facilities. Analytical instrumentation for student use includes a 400
MHZ NMR, UV-Vis spectrophotometers,
a spectrofluorometer, atomic absorption,
x-ray and infrared spectrometers. Many
students engage in research alongside a
faculty member and have the opportunity
to present their research at national and
regional conferences.
The American Chemical Society has
approved Shippensburg’s chemistry curriculum. The department also offers you
excellent opportunities for attending other
institutions granting advanced healthprofession degrees through a number of
cooperative agreements.

C ontact In f ormation
Department of Chemistry
Franklin Science Center 327
717-477-1629; chem@ship.edu

Communication/
Journalism

• B.A. in Communication/Journalism with
Electronic Media, Print Media and Public
Relations concentrations
• Communication/Journalism minor
You’ve heard the world is shrinking, and
it’s true. Thanks to satellites in orbit miles
above the earth, you can experience an
historic event unfolding across the world
while watching your TV or listening to
your car radio. Greater details follow in
the newspaper, magazines, or your computer screen. Now add social media on the
Internet, books, recordings, videos, movies,
photography, cable, advertising, and public
relations, and you begin to see the scope of
communication/journalism.
Students can study to become a professional communicator by majoring in communication/journalism with an emphasis in print

media, public relations, or electronic media.
Graduates find jobs in all branches of
communication/journalism. You’ve known
or heard about some of them: newspaper,
radio and television reporters, editors, news
directors, web producers, TV news anchors,
program directors, disc jockeys, photographers, advertising salespeople, advertising
copywriters, and public relations professionals in business, industry, government,
and education. The job outlook is very
good, if you are prepared.
Internships can also contribute to the success of our students. They help students
earn the experience they need to land an
entry-level job. The department keeps a
current list of internship positions, and
organizations regularly contact our department in search of interns. A professional
internship, coupled with experience working for a student publication or radio or TV
station, can round out your education with
practical experience.

What’s Special

We’re a hands-on, professional program
focused on students. We work side-by-side
with our students every day in the classroom and as active advisors to our student
media organizations. We use state-of-theart digital audio, video, photography, and
computer technology in our three computer
labs, TV studio, mobile video production
van, and audio production suites. We know
technology and we know how to use it.
And, so do our students. For example, our
students win awards in national competitions. Using Adobe Audition and Final
Cut Pro, our students are producing quality
news, sports, and entertainment programs
for the campus and the region. But see for
yourself. Visit a class. Schedule a department tour. Ask questions. We’re eager to
help you.

Getting Involved
 Cumberland (student yearbook)
 National Broadcasting Society
 PRSSA (Public Relations Student
Society of America)
 SUPR (a student-run public
relations agency)
 Slate (student weekly newspaper)
 SUTV (student television station)
 WSYC (student radio station)

Con tact In f ormat i o n

Department of Communication/Journalism
Rowland Hall 108
717-477-1521; commjourn@ship.edu
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Computer Engineering
• B.S. in Computer Engineering

Computer engineering is a branch of
engineering that combines software and
electrical engineering to develop computer
systems. Computer engineers are involved
in the hardware development process, designing and building hardware systems; and
they are involved in the software process,
designing and building the operating systems and applications programs for those
systems. These skills are vital for today’s
pervasive computing environment, where
we are surrounded by systems built from
discrete components, microcontrollers,
embedded Systems-On-a-Chip, and reconfigurable logic devices.
The curriculum is designed to be a fouryear, 120-credit-hour engineering program.
The curriculum meets or exceeds national
computer engineering accreditation standards. Students take courses in computer
engineering, computer science, mathematics, physics and engineering, and general
education and basic science.
Students will learn how to program machines in a variety of languages, including
C, Java, and Assembly languages; they will
use CAD tools to design, build, and test
printed circuit boards with microcontrollers,
write software for their board, and integrate
into existing systems. They will develop
software for System-On-a-Chip systems,
build applications for mobile phones, and
implement common algorithms on Digital
Signals Processors. Students also will use
EDA tools to program reconfigurable
FPGA devices for high-performance applications. Throughout this work, students
will use sound engineering practices to
guide their development processes.

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion

Department of Computer Science
Math/Computing Technologies Center 156
717-477-1178; compsci2@ship.edu

Computer Science

• B.S. in Computer Science
• B.S. in Computer Science with Computer
Graphics, Embedded Programming, and
Related Disciplines concentrations
• Computer Science minor
Computer science blends creative problemsolving and engineering principles. The
Computer Science Department provides
a comprehensive foundation in computer
science, complemented by a robust level of
practical applications including a robotics
lab to help students develop their problemsolving and apply it to real problems and
projects. As a computer science major you
will choose a concentration, one of four
available, in your second year.
The senior capstone research project,
required of all majors, involves working
with a faculty advisor to solve a particular problem and culminates in a formal
presentation of results. Students develop
solutions to real-world problems like an
artificial intelligence engine being used to
help determine which social agency is the
best choice and a campus tour with commentary keyed by GPS location, to name
but two. Careers are as varied as the subject
areas and organizations using computers.
Our state-of-practice approach means our
graduates step into positions as developers and systems analysts, or they pursue
research opportunities and graduate school.
Our graduates find employment at wellknown corporations and have even started
their own multi-million dollar businesses.

What’s Special

The prestigious accreditation of our
computer science degree by the Computing Accreditation Commission of ABET,
http://www.abet.org, not only ensures the
current program meets strict academic and
6
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institutional standards, but also that the
quality will be sustained through university
support, professional development, and
availability of equipment. Students have
full access to a wide variety of computing
equipment. The Mathematics and Computer Technologies Center is home to the
Computer Science Department and the
university’s computer center. Computer
labs, networks, intranets, Internet and other
facilities allow work in graphics, artificial
intelligence, and wherever technology
might lead in the future. Our programming
team excels at solving problems quickly.
Its success in competing at national and
international events has led to qualifying
for ACM’s World Finals competition. The
department also hosts the Broadside Center
where students solve real-world business problems in collaboration with local
industry.

Getting Involved
 Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM)
 Women in Computer Science
 Programming Team

Con tact In f ormat i o n

Department of Computer Science
Math/Computing Technologies Center 156
717-477-1178; compsci2@ship.edu

Earth Science

• See Geoenvironmental Studies

Economics

• B.S. in Economics with Business,
Mathematics, Political Science, Public
Administration, and Social Science
concentrations
• Economics minor
As one of the social sciences, economics
helps us to appreciate how society must
make difficult choices about how to use limited resources effectively to meet unlimited
needs. For example, students of economics study issues ranging from individual
household or business decisions, to broader
societal issues of unemployment, poverty,
health care reform, or the environment. Using a multidisciplinary approach to many issues, economics draws upon other academic
disciplines, such as mathematics, history and

political science, to enrich our understanding of critical issues and policy debates.
As a result, economics provides a solid
background and preparation for many careers in business, government, and the law.
Our economics majors have a great deal of
flexibility and a wide range of choices when
deciding upon a profession.
Economics also prepares students to become informed and engaged citizens who
appreciate the increasingly complex world
faced with many opportunities and challenges. Courses in globalization, health care
economics, and environmental economics
(to name just a few), enable our students
to understand policy issues better. Courses
taught in small classes with supportive and
encouraging faculty members help students
realize their full academic potential and
prepare for their futures.

What’s Special

The department’s bachelor of science
curriculum allows you to combine your
study of economics with courses from five
complementary academic disciplines, such
as political science and mathematics. By
earning a minor in the other discipline, you
significantly strengthen your degree. These
concentrations excellently prepare you for
pursuing graduate school in business, law,
or economics.
Students can supplement their classroom
studies by gaining valuable work experience
with an internship. Students have recently
interned at Orrstown Bank, Keystone
Health, Merrill Lynch, Wilson College,
Footlocker.com, and the City of Reading.

Getting Involved
 Economics Club
 Omicron Delta Epsilon (national
honor society in economics)
 Fed Challenge (annual intercollegiate
student competition sponsored
by the Federal Reserve)
 University Learning Center tutor

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion
Department of Economics
Dauphin Humanities Center 127
717-477-1437; econs@ship.edu

Engineering
• See Physics

English
•
•
•
•

B.A. in English
B.A. in English with secondary certification
B.A. in English with Writing emphasis
English minor

The English major offers in-depth study of
American, British, and World literature, as
well as the study of the English language
and writing. Students gain extensive
grounding in fiction, non-fiction, poetry,
drama, film, cultural studies, and critical
theory. Courses in our department cover all
periods and include writers and texts from
diverse backgrounds. In studying language,
majors learn the history and structure of
English, and then apply that knowledge
in advanced expository, technical, and
creative writing courses to become highly
competent college-level writers. They also
become proficient in research methods and
online technologies.
English majors learn to read, to write, and
to reason analytically—to become educated
thinkers who make informed, enlightened
judgments and articulate them persuasively. Many majors also choose a minor in
Technical/Professional Communications,
Women’s and Gender Studies, or one of
the other interdisciplinary minors, just as a
number of majors from other areas elect to
minor in English.
English majors who choose to pursue
teaching certification (B.A. with secondary
certification) use their specialized course
and field training to find teaching positions
across Pennsylvania and in states across the
nation and around the world. Some traditional English majors (B.A.) go on to earn
advanced degrees in literary studies, creative
writing, law, and other professional specialties at prominent research universities.
Many English graduates embark on careers
in publishing, communications, marketing,
government, administration, and related
fields. English majors can enter any career
that values critical thinking, reading, writing, speaking, and problem-solving.

What’s Special

Upper-level students in English take
small-group workshops and seminars and
have opportunities to meet one-on-one
with distinguished visiting writers, editors,
filmmakers, and scholars. Some also undertake individual projects via undergraduate
research grants, independent study and internships. In addition, majors work closely
with the English faculty in designing, editing, and publishing our premiere literary
magazine Reflector and in planning annual
department activities such as our area high
school writing contest and student-faculty
field trips. Outstanding majors compete
for several departmental awards and often
present their critical papers or creative work
at regional English conferences. Students
preparing to teach English in secondary
schools work with our specialized faculty,
who both train them and then supervise
their student teaching.

Getting Involved
 Reflector (student publication
featuring creative forms)
 Sigma Tau Delta (international
honor society in English)
 NCTE SU (student affiliate of the
National Council of Teachers of English)

Con tact In f ormat i o n
Department of English
Dauphin Humanities Center 128
717-477-1495; english@ship.edu

Ethnic Studies Minor
If you are planning a career that involves
interaction with other people, then you
cannot afford to be culturally illiterate. A
minor or certificate in Ethnic Studies offers
a cure to cultural illiteracy while preparing
you to enter a culturally diverse workplace.
The minor in Ethnic Studies offers students a broad and intense course of study
of the various ethnic groups in the United
States. Internship experiences in Ethnic
Studies may allow students hands-on experience working in a diverse environment.
When taking courses in the Ethnic Studies
program, students are encouraged to explore concepts and theories that help clarify
attitudes about people of other cultures.
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The minor in Ethnic Studies enhances
employment opportunities in such professions as business, civil service, education,
government, journalism, law, marketing,
social work, and a variety of comparable
fields. The minor also provides additional
options for graduate school by offering a
rigorous interdisciplinary curriculum.

What’s Special

We have an ethnic studies center where
students can acquire materials about ethnicity and multiculturalism. The program
also sponsors activities and programs that
seek to bring diverse faculty and students
together. We offer an annual lecture series,
which brings nationally known ethnically
diverse speakers to the campus.

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion
Ethnic Studies Minor
Horton Hall 103
717-477-1478; ethnic@ship.edu

French

• See Modern Languages

Geoenvironmental
Studies

• B.S. in Geoenvironmental Studies
• B.S.Ed. in Earth and Space Science
Geoenvironmental studies, an interdisciplinary program focusing on the study
of air, land, and water resources, presents
a holistic approach both in understanding why certain physical processes happen
and in developing procedures to prevent
serious environmental consequences from
occurring. Consulting firms, corporations,
governmental agencies, and nonprofit
organizations hire individuals with a strong
geoenvironmental studies background.
We offer a strong internship program
where you obtain practical experience and
often gain full-time employment after
graduation. The high caliber of work done
by our interns has enabled the university
to maintain internships with governmental
and private agencies, such as environmental
and engineering consulting firms, national
and state parks, Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Pennsylvania
8
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Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, Sierra Club, and Defense Mapping Agency.
Computer applications are extremely
important in geoenvironmental studies,
and so many of our courses have a strong
technology component. Such courses
include geographic information systems
(GIS), computer cartography, field surveying, remote sensing, image processing, and
quantitative methods.
The earth-space science education program
provides you with background in geology,
meteorology, oceanography, and astronomy.
Earth science education is a very important
science component taught at the middle
school, junior high, and senior high level.
The major is usually combined with general science and environmental education
certification. Earth-space science education
graduates teach courses in earth science,
general science, environmental science, and
often coordinate a school district’s environmental education program.

Getting Involved
 Gamma Theta Upsilon (national
honor society in geography)
 Student Environmental Action
Committee (SEAC)
 Geography-Earth Science
Organization (GESO)

C ontact In f ormation

Department of Geography/Earth Science
Shearer Hall 104
717-477-1685; geog@ship.edu

Geography

• B.S. in Geography with Geographic
Information Systems, Land Use, and HumanEnvironmental concentrations
• B.S.Ed. in Social Studies with a Geography
concentration
• Geography-Earth Science minor
• Geographic Information Systems minor
Geography is both a natural science
(focused on the land, sea, and air of our
planet) and a social science (concerned with
the distribution of cultural phenomena
including people and industries). With the
increased concern over our environment,
the demand for geographers has grown.
Geographers are challenged to interpret
our constantly changing physical and hu-

man landscapes. The department’s regional
specialties (such as Asia, Africa, and Latin
America) provide a thorough understanding of global issues. Geography programs
blend courses in mathematics, humanities,
social and natural sciences, plus provide additional work in a particular area of interest.
Geography’s role in business, government,
and industry has been growing steadily.
Shifts in school curricula have also created
a need for qualified teachers for middle
and secondary schools. Careers available to
geography majors include environmental
planning, cartography, remote sensing and
image processing, geographic information
systems (GIS), regional analysis, community planning, land use, and growth
management. Departmental internships
provide experience in putting knowledge
to practical use. An alumni network assists
graduates in the job selection process.

Con tact In f ormat i o n

Department of Geography/Earth Science
Shearer Hall 104
717-477-1685; geog@ship.edu

German Studies Minor
• See Modern Languages

History

• B.A. in History
• B.A. in History with Public History concentration
• B.S.Ed. in Social Studies with a History
concentration
• History minor
History, our collective memory and record
of the past, is the source for the study of
the social sciences and provides a framework for the remainder of the humanities.
History involves creativity and research,
thought and thoughtful analysis, reflection
and communication. The study of history
serves as excellent preparation for all occupations that require rational and purposeful
thought and is especially useful for careers
in law, education, archives and museums,
theology, business, and all levels of government.

Human
Communication
Studies

• B.A. in Human Communication Studies
• Human Communication Studies minor

Shippensburg history majors begin with
two courses in world history, and a comparative and global approach to the past
is embedded in the rest of the program
as well. All majors take at least 30 credit
hours of history course work. Upperdivision courses fall into three categories:
American, European, and African/Asian/
Latin American/Middle East history. B.A.
candidates also enroll in a specialized course
in historical methods and a concluding
capstone seminar in comparative history
and are encouraged to pursue minors in
other fields. B.S.Ed. students also acquire
extensive training in methods for teaching
social studies at the secondary level, which
prepares them to teach in grades 7-12.
The department has a strong commitment
to undergraduate research, and provides
opportunities for all students to engage
in original research and to participate in
joint faculty-student research projects. The
concentration in public history combines
training with on-the-job experiences for
students interested in working for museums, historical societies, or archives.
In addition, B.A. students may have the
opportunity to gain valuable practical
experience by pursuing internships. History
students have interned at such places as the
Gettysburg National Park, the Pennsylvania
Historical Museum and Commission, the
U.S. Army Military History Institute, and
at local historical societies and archives.

Getting Involved
 History Club
 Phi Alpha Theta (national
honor society in history)

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion

Department of History/Philosophy
Dauphin Humanities Center 122
717-477-1621; history@ship.edu

A degree in Human Communication Studies prepares students to succeed in a wide
variety of careers in the private and public
sectors. Human communication studies,
however, is more than job preparation; it is
an encounter with theory and practice that
enhances knowledge and skills fundamental
to all aspects of life. Learning human communication theories and skills empowers
students to be more strategic and thus more
effective in management of personal and
professional affairs. As a result, students
discover the power within the discipline:
human communication is the tool for
defining and constructing relationships,
groups, organizations, and society.
Students in Human Communication Studies take a core group of courses in communication theory, content, and research,
and may choose to specialize in Cultural
Perspectives, Interpersonal Communication, Rhetoric & Symbolism, or Organizational Communication. Courses within the
discipline offer strong theoretical bases on
which practical application is built. This approach matches the top attribute desired by
employers and human resource managers
in national surveys: strong communication
skills. Students competent in communication theory and practice think critically, are
articulate and culturally mindful, and are
thus marketable and adaptive. The versatility of the discipline is evidenced by the
variety and success of the jobs of our alumni
who excel in marketing, speech writing,
advertising and copy writing, public relations, human resources, event planning, and
nonprofit management.

What’s Special

Professors in Human Communication
Studies know students personally and
provide individual mentorship in academic,
personal, and career development. Special topics courses are offered to showcase
faculty expertise, address current events
and issues, and meet student needs. Many
students pursuing an undergraduate degree
in Human Communication Studies choose
a complementary minor area of study. Stu-

dents are actively involved in undergraduate
research with faculty oversight and have the
opportunity to participate in state-wide,
regional, and national Communication
Studies conferences. Some students choose
to pursue internships to gain practical application of classroom-based knowledge
and skills.

Getting Involved
 Debate
 Human Communication Organization
 Lambda Pi Eta (national honor
society in communication)

Con tact In f ormat i o n

Department of Human Communication
Studies
Dauphin Humanities Center 112
717-477-1732; hcs@ship.edu

Interdisciplinary Arts
• B.A. in Interdisciplinary Arts

Shippensburg’s Interdisciplinary Arts
Program is unique among the 14 universities in the Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education. It offers courses in both
arts performance and criticism across a
wide range of media, including painting,
sculpture, dance, music, theater, film, photography, and creative writing—all taught
by faculty experts from departments across
campus. Interdisciplinary Arts is an ideal
major for students with diversified interests
and skills who have a passion for creative
expression, would like a comprehensive
education in the arts, and tend to “think
outside the box.” The degree allows creative
students to customize a program that meets
their interests and career goals.
The rapid growth in multimedia technology has created a large market for people
with a comprehensive foundation in the
arts who are also capable of synthesizing
the various artistic disciplines. By learning
about the history and theory of the arts,
as well as acquiring practical business and
educational skills, IA majors graduate not
only with a foundation for careers in the
performing arts, but also in related professions such as community arts education, art
and cultural journalism, media production
services, arts organization and fundraising, and government and community arts
administration.
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What’s Special

IA majors have the opportunity to shape
individual programs of study based on their
particular career aspirations. A student interested in art criticism, for example, might
choose Art as a primary area of study and
Communication/Journalism and English
as secondary areas, while a student interested in musical theater performance might
choose Music as a primary area and Dance
and Theatre as secondary areas.
In the first semester of senior year, IA
majors conduct an individual research
project. In the second semester of senior
year, IA majors have the choice of doing an
internship in an arts-related organization or
designing a public showcase of their work.

Getting Involved










Reflector (student creative writing journal)
Visivo, art student publication
SUTV (student TV station)
WSYC (student radio station)
Slate (student weekly newspaper)
SU bands, choirs, and music ensembles
Second Stage Theater Company
In-Motion Dance Troupe
APB Arts and Entertainment Committee

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion
Interdisciplinary Arts Program
Dauphin Humanities Center 109
717-477-1135; jmpres@ship.edu

International Studies
Minor
To promote global awareness and educate
students to live in a complex international
environment, the university offers the
interdisciplinary International Studies
minor and Area Studies certificates. The
minor (21 crs.) enhances understanding of
global issues and the various countries and
cultures of the world. Students who minor
in International Studies gain awareness
of cultural differences that can hinder understanding in interpersonal relations and
international affairs. They also learn about
how globalization of the world’s economy,
politics, media, and culture creates international interdependence and tensions. Areas
Studies certificates (12 crs.) are offered in
the fields of African and Middle Eastern
Studies, Asian Studies, European Studies,
and Latin American Studies. A certificate
10

Ship p e n s bu rg Un i v er s i t y

allows a student to demonstrate specialized
knowledge of a world region.

What’s Special

Every year International Studies offers a
senior seminar class with a theme related
to a region of the world or pressing global
issue. Seminar students attend campuswide events, featuring speakers and films
highlighting the theme. International Studies minors are encouraged to explore the
wider world. Students can fulfill academic
requirements by studying abroad or pursuing internships with international agencies
in nearby Washington, D.C.

C ontact In f ormation

International Studies Minor
Global Education Center, CUB 221B
717-477-1907; ism@ship.edu

Mathematics

• B.S. in Mathematics
• B.S. in Mathematics with Applied
Mathematics or Statistics concentrations
• B.S. in Mathematics with secondary
certification
• Mathematics minor
Mathematics includes the study of structure, form, shape, and pattern, in addition to the more familiar quantitative and
computational ideas present in algebra,
geometry, and statistics. Mathematics is
about searching for the underlying nature
of phenomena and attempting to unify the
phenomena through abstraction. Because of
their acquired skills in abstraction and concise communication, graduates should find
themselves in demand as practitioners and
consultants to local and federal government
agencies as well as private industry.
The B.S. with secondary certification program is a particularly strong component of
Shippensburg’s Mathematics Department.
Graduates of this program complete the
same complement of credits in mathematics as the standard mathematics major. In
addition, these students complete a number
of professional education courses and student teach for a semester at the secondary
level all of which leads to a Pennsylvania
certification in mathematics. Graduates in
mathematics education are then qualified to
pursue a career in teaching.

What’s Special

Many of your math courses will incorporate
technology as a critical tool. Several courses
will be taught in a computer classroom
where computational and graphical software will be used to facilitate mathematical
analysis and learning. You will also take at
least one introductory programming course.
The department is a major participant in
Shippensburg University’s annual Student
Research Day. At this event, students may
report on a project they have done in class
or on research they have carried out jointly
with a faculty member.
Similarly, the SIAM Student Chapter
hosts the annual Mid-Atlantic Region
Student Conference on applied mathematics on the Shippensburg University campus
during the spring semester. The meeting
is co-organized with the SIAM Student
Chapters from other regional universities.
The department also hosts the Cumberland Valley Math Modeling Challenge, a
24-hour mathematical modeling contest for
students from mid-Atlantic colleges.
The department also offers a variety of
contests and events in applied mathematics,
problem solving, and mathematics education. A weekly undergraduate student-oriented seminar series contributes to students’
professionalism with out-of-classroom
education experiences. In addition to presentations by faculty members and students
doing research, the series frequently has
outside speakers come to present about
mathematical issues both in and out of
academia.

Getting Involved
 Kappa Mu Epsilon (national
honor society in math)
 MAA Math Club
 Student Chapter of SIAM (Society for
Industrial and Applied Mathematics)

Con tact In f ormat i o n

Department of Mathematics
Math/Computing Technologies Center 250
717-477-1431; math@ship.edu

Modern Languages

Philosophy Minor

• B.A. in Spanish or French
• B.A. with secondary certification in French
or Spanish
• French, French Cultural Studies, Spanish, and
German Studies minors
As contacts with foreign countries become
easier and more frequent, the ability to
speak a second, or third, language is an
increasingly critical skill. Our modern
foreign language program is structured to
assist you in acquiring cultural and linguistic fluency in French or Spanish. We also
offer teacher certification in each language.
Dual certification is possible by majoring in
an additional subject area and thus adding
to your secondary school qualifications.
We have a minor in German Studies and
certification is possible in German when
done in conjunction with another language.
With proper course work, our graduates
can fill almost any position that requires
bilingual or trilingual expertise. If language
figures in your future, look into our modern
foreign language program.

What’s Special

We have a language lab for classroom
and individual use. The foreign language
education program is nationally recognized
by ACTFL/NCATE and the modern
languages department follows the ACTFL
National Standards for foreign language
teaching. We also encourage our students to
pursue study abroad. The university library
maintains excellent collections of books,
maps, tapes, records, slides, filmstrips, and
films on video about the language, literature, and culture of foreign countries.
The department hosts a biannual conference where students can present their
research and hear that of academics in
the field. We also have some internships
available for students to take their language
study into the community for a quality
experiential learning opportunity.

Getting Involved






French Club
German Club
Pi Delta Phi (French Honor Society)
Sigma Delta Phi (Spanish honor society)
Spanish Club

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion

Department of Modern Languages
Rowland Hall 109
717-477-1635; modlang@ship.edu

Music Minor
A minor in music complements any major.
It gives both formal recognition and structural coherence to their musical studies as
well as their major. The minor is designed
to provide involvement in each of the three
principal sub-disciplines (music theory,
music history, and musical performance),
while at the same time permitting enough
flexibility that each student can emphasize
the areas that interest them the most. As a
second area of expertise, a minor in music
can enrich and strengthen the résumé of
education majors, making them more employable while enhancing their classroom
skills.

What’s Special

The department offers ensembles for every
interest, including choral and instrumental.
These ensembles perform for local audiences as well as conduct tours throughout the
U.S. and abroad. Participation in ensembles
enriches the university experience and
broadens horizons.

Getting Involved
 Bands: Concert Band, Marching
Band, Jazz Ensemble
 Chamber Ensembles, Brass
Ensemble, Woodwind Ensembles
(flute, clarinet, saxophone choirs)
 Choirs: Concert Choir, Madrigal
Singers, Women’s Chorale
 Orchestra: University
Community Orchestra
 Fraternities: Kappa Kappa Psi
(national band service fraternity)
 Pi Nu Epsilon (national music
service fraternity)

C ontact In f ormation

Department of Music/Theatre Arts
Luhrs Performing Arts Center 220
717-477-1638; music@ship.edu

Philosophy is the study of basic issues
concerned with human beings and their
interaction with each other and their surroundings. Because it deals with the most
basic issues, philosophy is often considered
the foundation for all other disciplines.
Studying philosophy can allow you to
better understand yourself, others, and the
world. For those students with a serious
interest in the topics and issues traditionally
considered under the disciplinary label of
philosophy, Ship’s philosophy minor offers
an opportunity to expand their knowledge beyond what is served by the general
education curriculum. For other students, it
serves as a stepping stone for further study
in philosophy, usually at the graduate level.
The curriculum content is tailored to the
interests of the student. You may select
from the array of available philosophy
courses, which cover various periods and
philosophers, schools of secular and religious thought, ethics, and logic and critical
thinking.

Con tact In f ormat i o n

Department of History/Philosophy
Dauphin Humanities Center 122
717-477-1621; history@ship.edu

Physics

• B.S. in Physics
• B.S. in Physics with Nanofabrication
concentration
• B.S. in Applied Physics
• B.S. in Applied Physics with Nanofabrication
concentration
• B.S.Ed. in Physics
• Physics minor
The purpose of physics is to develop and
test experimentally theories that represent the fundamental processes of nature.
Applied physics then paves the way to the
technological applications resulting from
this work. From subatomic particles to the
universe itself, physics is active at all scales
and generates a rapidly improving understanding of the world.
Physics can challenge and reward the inquisitive mind from theoretical to experimental, and from fundamental to applied.
Physicists come with a broad spectrum of
Col l ege of Art s and Scie nce s 11

interests and abilities. During the courses of
their studies, physicists not only acquire a
broad scientific knowledge, but also develop
problem-solving skills, computational
skills, and an acute ability at analytical
thinking. As a result, physicists are found
working successfully in many sectors of the
economy, in addition to the usual physicsrelated careers, which include research and
development in government and industrial
labs, engineering, and teaching.

Getting Involved

Getting Involved

 Sigma Pi Sigma (national
physics honor society)
 Society of Physics Students

 Pi Sigma Alpha (national political
science honor society)
 Political Science Club
 Pre-Law Club
 College Democrats Club
 College Republicans Club

The recently redesigned physics curriculum
provides students with three different tracks
in physics, depending on whether they want
to go straight into the job market, graduate school in physics, or graduate school
in engineering. Physics faculty work with
students individually to determine which
track is right for them.

Political Science

Applied Physics/
Pre-Engineering Program
The pre-engineering program at Shippensburg University is a dual degree,
cooperative program with the engineering
school of Pennsylvania State University.
After three years of course work at Shippensburg, you complete two years at the
engineering school. At the end of five years,
you will have earned a B.S. in Engineering
in addition to our B.S. in Applied Physics. Admission into the engineering school
is subject to restrictions imposed by the
cooperative institution. Please contact the
Physics Department for details.

What’s Special
 Applied physics degree with a
nanofabrication concentration, which
prepares you to be competitive in one
of the most rapidly developing areas
of high-tech industry (involves training
internships at a national facility)
 3-2 engineering program
 B.S.Ed. to prepare you to
teach high school physics
 Provides a background in the liberal
arts and a breadth of knowledge of
physics, enlarging future career options
 Science classes are small,
usually enrolling 12 to 18
 In over 20 years, not a single
student has failed to be successful
at engineering school

12
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C ontact In f ormation
Department of Physics
Franklin Science Center 215B
717-477-1570; ajarms@ship.edu

• B.A. in Political Science
• Political Science minor

Political science is the study of government:
how individuals and institutions make
society’s laws, influence the allocation of society’s resources, and exercise the authority
and power to enforce public decisions.
Our political science program provides
excellent preparation for law or graduate
school. It can also prepare you for roles in
politics, international relations, journalism,
or state and local government. You’ll take
courses in U.S. Government & Politics, International Politics, and Research Methods.
You’ll have your choice of electives in public
law/political theory, international relations/
comparative government, state and local
government, and American politics. B.A.
students finish their experience with a
capstone research seminar.

What’s Special

The university’s library has an impressive,
growing collection of federal and state
documents and an 8,000-volume Pennsylvania collection. The university’s library also
provides access to electronic databases such
as LEXIS-NEXIS Academic Universe and
J-STOR. Because of our proximity to state
and federal government, we can often offer
internships and resources at local, state, and
federal levels. Students have worked in the
offices of U.S. senators and representatives
and at all levels of governmental agencies.
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has
a relationship with the Washington Center
for Internships and Academic Seminars
and provides Pennsylvania students with a
scholarship to participate in a D.C. internship. You have the opportunity to work
with government agencies, Congress, nonprofit organizations, and private business
to partake in a one-of-a-kind experiential
learning semester.

Con tact In f ormat i o n
Department of Political Science
Grove Hall 424
717-477-1718; polisci@ship.edu

Psychology

• B.A. in Psychology
• Honors in Psychology Program
• Psychology minor
Psychology is the science of behavior and
experience. Like other sciences, psychology
attempts to develop theories on the basis
of careful description and experimentation.
Its domain is wonderfully diverse, including
everything from rats learning to press levers
to athletes using mental imagery, from
pathological conditions to healthy development, from the physiology of hunger to the
dynamics of organizational behavior, from
intelligence testing to behavioral analysis
techniques, and much, much more.
All of the faculty members in the department have doctoral degrees and are trained
researchers. Areas of expertise range from
industrial/organizational consulting work to
research on wisdom, health, interpersonal
relationships, family structures, drugs and
behavior, and personality disorders. Our
department’s research interests are equally
diverse, and students have unique access to
these research opportunities through our
student/faculty research program. Students may also earn academic credits by
getting involved in research, and many of
our students present their work at national
and international meetings each year. In
addition, many psychology majors pursue
internships in settings such as schools,
social service agencies, businesses, industry,
and other related areas. These opportunities
are especially valuable for those interested
in pursuing graduate training in psychology
or related fields.
Psychology majors may choose to complete their degree requirements with an
honors designation. This is an excellent

opportunity for good students to gain
valuable expertise. Completion of Honors
in Psychology demonstrates to graduate
program admissions committees and future
employers that you have special experience,
motivation, and ability to succeed in the
field of psychology.

Getting Involved
 Psi Chi (national psychology
honor society)
 Psychology Club

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion
Department of Psychology
Franklin Science Center 114
717-477-1657; psych@ship.edu

Public Administration
• B.S. in Public Administration
• Public Administration minor

Anywhere laws and policies of government
are managed and implemented you will find
public administration majors. Our major is
beneficial if you are planning a professional
management career with national, state,
or local government. Large corporations,
private and nonprofit organizations also
look for public administration majors. Our
degree is an excellent preparation for law
or graduate school. As a public administration major, many experiential learning
opportunities are available to broaden your
experience.
You will take courses in government, public
administration, management and personnel. Related areas such as economics and
sociology complement courses in political
science and public administration.

What’s Special

Our location, 40 miles from Harrisburg and
100 miles from Washington, D.C., puts you
in the center of opportunities ranging from
local government to federal agencies of all
sizes and kinds. A wide range of research
and internship opportunities further enhance the value of this degree program.

Getting Involved
 Pi Sigma Alpha (national political
science honor society)
 Shippensburg Students for the
Advancement of Public Administration
 Pre-Law Club

C ontact In f ormation

Anthropology Minor

Sociology

The anthropology minor includes core
courses in cultural anthropology, physical
anthropology, and archaeology, as well as a
variety of electives. This minor combines
well with almost any major. History, psychology, sociology, geography, international
business, and language majors often find
anthropology an excellent complement to
their primary areas of study. Anthropology’s
emphasis on understanding and appreciating cultural diversity is an asset for the
career aspirations and experiences of all
students.

Department of Political Science
Grove Hall 424
717-477-1718; polisci@ship.edu

• B.A. in Sociology
• Sociology minor
• Anthropology minor
Sociology students explore issues such as
family stability, crime, poverty, racism, and
the impact of changing demographics.
It studies these issues by using a “public
issues” perspective. This approach focuses
on how social structure and group classifications influence behavior and opportunities in life. For example, we know that
men make more money than women, that
white Americans live longer than black
Americans, and that poor people actually pay a greater portion of their income
in taxes than wealthy people. Sociological
research has clarified these patterns and
many others; opportunities for internships
and service learning help students to work
on solutions.
Students have many questions about human behavior. Maybe you are interested in
how the lifestyle and opportunities of “Baby
Boomers” are different from “Generation
X” and the “Millennium Generation.”
Sociological research can help you find the
differences between these groups. If you are
interested in how groups and social structure influence your behavior and others’,
then sociology may be the major for you.
The sociology program at Shippensburg
consists of a core of required courses and
a wide array of elective options. Computer skills are developed in our research
courses where you will learn how to analyze
and interpret data. All students also are
encouraged to participate in an internship
to complement their academic and career
interests.
The Bachelor of Arts in Sociology degree
is a popular major for students pursuing careers in managerial, service, human resources, administrative, business, criminal justice,
planning, and research positions. Careers
in sociology, law, counseling, gerontology,
criminology, health services, and others are
also possible with graduate training.

Anthropology students have the opportunity to continue their education beyond the
classroom with internships or field experiences. The anthropology minor is a strong
academic program. Students from this
program have been accepted into graduate
anthropology programs and have successfully completed advanced degrees.

Getting Involved
 Alpha Kappa Delta (international
sociology honor society)
 Sociology/Anthropology Club

Con tact In f ormat i o n

Department of Sociology/Anthropology
Grove Hall 428
717-477-1735; socant@ship.edu

Software Engineering
• B.S. in Software Engineering

If you want to be on a team that creates the
next generation of software systems, then
Ship’s new software engineering will help
prepare you for your career. The program is
designed to develop the skills you need to
design, construct, and test large-scale software systems along with an understanding
of the tools and techniques used by highly
effective development teams to plan and
manage such projects.
Software engineering is currently one of the
fastest growing careers. The Occupational
Supply Demand System (www.occsupplydemand.org) predicts that software
engineering positions in Pennsylvania will
grow more than 30 percent over the next
five years. Careercast.com ranks software
engineering #1 in the 10 Best Jobs in 2012
for its great pay, hiring demand, and working
conditions.
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The curriculum meets or exceeds national
software engineering accreditation standards.
You’ll take courses in software engineering,
computer science/computer engineering,
mathematics, and general education.

What’s Special

The department’s BROADSIDE Center
allows students and faculty to work on
projects with local industrial partners. Recently, projects in that center have included
engineering projects with CyberDerm,
Inc. and Z-Band, Inc. With Cyberderm,
students built a medical device that measures the amount of melanin in skin and
wrote an application that analyzed that data
for a clinical trial. With Z-Band, a team
developed the software for an embedded
Linux processor that controls their GigaBud devices that allow transmission of TV
signals on CAT-5 wires. In addition, the
Z-Band team built a website that communicates with those processors to remotely
manage devices all over the world. After
participation in BROADSIDE or related
internships, companies like MicroTech
have readily hired Shippensburg University
graduates.

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion

Department of Computer Science
Math/Computing Technologies Center 156
717-477-1178; compsci2@ship.edu

Spanish

• See Modern Languages

Technical/Professional
Communications
Minor
Technical/Professional Communications is
an exciting 18-hour interdisciplinary minor
offering state-of-the-art preparation for
the professional workplace. It is a perfect
complement to almost any major and one
of the most comprehensive minors of its
kind.
The minor’s flexible interdisciplinary design
provides students with many of the intellectual capabilities and highly marketable
professional skills they need to embark on
a successful career. Courses offered include
14
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two core courses in technical writing and
computer systems, and a variety of additional courses across disciplines designed
to achieve the objectives of each particular
student. Many Technical/Professional
Communications minors may also take advantage of focused internships to enhance
their education with applicable experience
that can assist them beyond the university.
Students completing the Technical/Professional Communications Minor will possess
up-to-date knowledge and skills that, combined with their major, can lead to careers
such as a business analyst, editor, market
researcher, technical reporter, web developer, media specialist, ad writer/designer
and publications manager. In addition, the
skills acquired here—particularly computer
literacy and written and oral communication—are sought in many professional positions that are not primarily technical. This
is the minor of choice for students who
desire to enrich their major and increase
their marketability, bringing effective communication tools to the workplace.

C ontact In f ormation

Technical/Professional Communications
Dauphin Humanities Center 007
717-477-1716; ctkung@ship.edu

Theatre Minor

The theatre minor enables students to gain
a general knowledge of acting and theatre
history. Courses provide a grounding in
various types and periods of drama, performance skills (acting, scene study).
The training available within a theatre
curriculum enriches careers in elementary
education, communication, and English.
Students interested in business, marketing,
or management may consider the theatre
minor as a gateway to the field of arts
management.

Getting Involved
 The Little Princess Playhouse

C ontact In f ormation

Department of Music/Theatre Arts
Luhrs Performing Arts Center 220
717-477-1638; music@ship.edu

Women’s and Gender
Studies Minor
Women’s and Gender Studies offers an
interdisciplinary program that examines
the diverse experiences of women in the
U.S. and globally, both past and present.
Many courses in the program also critically examine the meanings of gender as a
culturally constructed category of identity.
The core courses and wide range of electives explore the intersections of gender,
race, class, ethnicity, and sexuality, as well
as the social and cultural institutions that
shape women’s and men’s lives. You will
gain an increased understanding of human
diversity, especially gender diversity, that
will help prepare you for our continuously
changing global society. Through required
course work, research, electives in your
own area of interest, internships, extracurricular activities, and leadership and service
opportunities, you will gain knowledge
and experience that will complement and
enhance your major field of study. Graduates of the Women’s and Gender Studies
minor find opportunities in business administration and management, non-profit
organizations, advertising, health fields,
education, journalism, criminology, social
work, counseling, psychology, politics, law,
and international affairs.

What’s Special

The Women’s and Gender Studies minor
is housed on campus with the Women’s
Center, whose resources include a library,
a lounge area, and networking possibilities
for interested students. The Women’s and
Gender Studies minor and Women’s Center also sponsor programs and presentations
for the campus and wider communities.
Women’s Studies students are involved in
service learning in the regional community.

Getting Involved







Book discussions
Faculty-student research
Field study trips
Service learning
SU Women’s Consortium
Women’s History Month activities (March)

Con tact In f ormat i o n
Women’s and Gender Studies
Horton Hall 125
717-477-1104; wst@ship.edu

John L. Grove
College of Business
“A Tradition of Excellence”

Over the past 40 years, the John L. Grove College of
Business has established itself as one of the premier
business schools in the Mid-Atlantic Region. Our tradition
of excellence in business education is accredited by the
AACSB International, the most prestigious businessaccrediting agency in the world.
The Grove College of Business has been
accredited by AACSB International since
1981—thus making us the longest standing
accredited business program in the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education.
No matter what your interest or career goals
in the world of business—from corporate
executive to accountant to financial planner
to entrepreneur to teacher—we can satisfy
your educational and career needs.
The business program at Shippensburg is
challenging. We ask corporate executives, as
members of the Grove College of Business
Advisory Board, to help us plan programs
that offer the preparation executives want
and expect in their employees. Our Bachelor of Science in Business Administration
(B.S.B.A.) degree program features a strong
common business core, a concentration in
your specific major, and a balanced liberal
arts education.

This business core covers subjects from
all functional areas of business and gives a
broad foundation of business knowledge. It
enables students to change business majors
within the first two years with no loss of
credits and provides career flexibility upon
graduation. The university participates in
two major employment consortiums each
year and hosts the Career Expo where
students can talk to representatives from
various businesses about internships and
full-time employment opportunities.
U.S. News and World Report recognized the
Grove College of Business as among the
best business programs in the nation, ranking it in the top 100 of all institutions in the
North region. The publication also ranked
the Grove College of Business in the “Best
Colleges Specialty Rankings: Best Undergraduate Business Programs” category.

“Our Goal Is Your Success”

www.ship.edu/business
facebook.com/JLGCoB
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JOHN L. GR OVE
COLLEGE OF BUS INES S
Con tact In f orm at i o n
Dean’s Office
Grove Hall 124
717-477-1435
business@ship.edu

Associate Dean’s Office
Grove Hall 128
717-477-1620
business@ship.edu

John L. Grove Co llege
of Busin ess Miss i o n
Statemen t

The John L. Grove College of Business at Shippensburg University
provides a high quality and a high
value comprehensive educational
experience that prepares students to
excel as principled leaders in today’s
global business community.
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What’s Special in
Grove College of
Business
 Small classes—includes extensive work
with computers, team projects, and
enhancement of communication skills.
 First-year Foundations of Business
Course designed to help you understand
what the business program has to
offer and how to maximize your
educational experience at Ship
 College scholarships—based on
academic achievement and potential.
 Business Internship Program—realworld experiences that prepare students
for life and work after college.
 Faculty advisors—all students are
assigned a faculty academic advisor.
 Kann Endowment—supports
joint student/faculty research.
 Undergraduate Research Scholar
Awards—for excellent students.
 Global Business Exploration Program—
study abroad opportunities.
 Corporate-sponsored programs,
such as our annual etiquette
and networking dinners.
 Business student professional
organizations—offer insights
into the working world and
leadership opportunities.
 Frank O. Wisman Endowment—
allows students to manage a
real investment portfolio.
 Dean’s Advisory Council—
includes presidents of student
professional organizations.
 More than 15,000 business
alumni—enhance our reputation
and provide networking
opportunities for our students.

Getting Involved
 Alpha Kappa Psi (professional
business fraternity)
 Beta Gamma Sigma (national
business honor society)
 Phi Beta Lambda (national future
business leaders society)
 SIFE (Students in Free Enterprise)

Business Internship Program
Our business internship program, established in 1972, gives you that blend of
academic learning with real world action,
increasing your job opportunities upon
16
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graduation. Internships are available in a
variety of businesses in south-central Pennsylvania and throughout the Mid-Atlantic
Region. Each year the university participates in the Capital Region Internship Fair
where approximately 100 organizations
recruit our students for internship experiences.
Our faculty’s goal is to provide you with a
base of knowledge and skills for a lifetime
of learning in a professional career of your
choice. The faculty, over 95 percent of
whom have a doctorate in their field of
study, pride themselves in offering a highly
personalized learning environment. Equally
important, your educational experience is
guaranteed to be state of the art because our
faculty members continue their professional
growth through research and their work as
consultants. In addition, Grove Hall, home
to the College of Business, was technologically designed with a 21st century education in mind.
Our small classes enable you to interact on
a one-to-one basis. This helps you to develop strong communication, interpersonal,
and teamwork skills—all vitally important
in today’s business world.

Con tact In f ormat i o n
Grove Hall 324
717-477-1140
bip@ship.edu

Graduate Programs
Our AACSB accredited MBA program
will help you develop the knowledge and
skills you need to succeed in a rapidly
changing global economy. The program is
offered in three different formats: parttime, full-time, and online.
Ship MBA-Professional is a part-time program offered in a hybrid format, with 2/3
of each course being delivered live at several
convenient locations using videoconferencing and 1/3 of each course being delivered
asynchronously online. Locations include
Shippensburg University, Dixon University
Center, York Learning Center, and East
Stroudsburg University).
Ship MBA-Emerging Leaders is a fulltime cohort program for recent graduates
with day classes in Harrisburg or Shippensburg and a business practicum.
Ship MBA-Online is the MBA Professional program offered fully online.

Finance

The online post-bachelor’s Advanced
Studies in Business Certificate program
is designed for working professionals who
earned an undergraduate degree in an
area other than business or who lack the
necessary prerequisites for the MBA. A
post-bachelor’s Management Information
Systems Certificate program is also offered
for individuals interested in enhancing their
technology, knowledge, and skills.

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion
Grove Hall 324
717-477-1483; mba@ship.edu

Accounting

• B.S.B.A. in Accounting
Stereotypes aside, the reality is accounting
is the keystone in the decision-making process in any organization, regardless of size.
Referred to as the “language of business,”
accounting is a high-demand, high-salaried
field.
Career opportunities abound. You can work
as a certified public accountant (CPA) because our program meets all the educational
requirements for the CPA exam—a necessity for working in public accounting firms.
Our graduates are currently employed in
public accounting firms of all sizes.
You may decide to work in the accounting
department of a firm where potential exists
for specializing in internal auditing, cost
accounting, tax accounting, or corporate accounting, to name just a few. Opening your
own firm is possible with our accounting
degree, as is working in the not-for-profit
sector. The Internal Revenue Service and
General Accounting Office are just two
of the many federal agencies that hire our
graduates. Hospitals, insurance companies, charitable organizations, schools,
and universities also require the services of
accountants.
All students wishing to become CPAs will
have to earn at least 150 semester credit
hours before the license is granted. Upon
graduation with a bachelor’s or master’s
degree from Shippensburg with at least 24
semester credit hours in accounting subjects, as approved by the State Board of Ac-

• B.S.B.A. in Finance
• B.S.B.A. in Finance with Personal Financial
Planning concentration

countancy, candidates may sit for the CPA
exam. In order to obtain the CPA license,
however, an additional 30 credits must be
earned. Our students are able to fulfill this
requirement by pursuing a five-year BSBA/
MBA program designed specifically for
accounting majors. Under meeting certain
qualifications, students are able to make a
seamless transition from their BSBA degree
to the MBA program.

Getting Involved
 Accounting Professional Association
 Institute of Management
Accountants, Student Chapter
 National Association of Black
Accountants (NABA)

C ontact In f ormation

Grove Hall 328
717-477-1436; mdmyer@ship.edu

Business Major
Undecided
You know you want to pursue a degree in
business administration. What you haven’t
quite decided is which major you prefer.
Take advantage of our undecided option.
(It’s Business Administration-Major Undecided on the admissions application.)
As you complete courses in our business
core curriculum, you will be introduced to a
sample of the programs. In fact, our Foundations of Business Administration course
is a required first-year experience designed
to give you a comprehensive overview of
business and help you select a major. With
advice from your faculty advisor, you will be
able to select a specific major by the end of
your sophomore year.

Finance is the science of securing, managing, and investing money. Taking courses
in mathematics, economics, accounting,
and statistics is a fundamental step in
the process of securing a successful career in finance, which relies heavily upon
economic intuition and mathematical
insights. Advanced courses in finance are
also offered, including Advanced Financial
Management, Bank Management, Derivative Markets, Real Estate Appraisal and
Investments, Global Financial Management, Risk Management and Insurance,
Estate Planning, Retirement Planning and
Employee Benefits, and Personal Financial
Planning. Such elective courses permit
students to gain additional knowledge and
expertise in areas of special interest.
During the senior year, students are encouraged to take an elective course, Investment
Management Program, where students
act as portfolio managers for a portion of
assets held by the SU Foundation. Admission to this course is competitive, based
on performance in previous courses and
demonstrated interest and potential leadership skills through involvement in extracurricular activities.
As a finance major, you will have a full
spectrum of career opportunities from
which to choose. Positions in the public
and private sectors include financial planner, financial analyst, portfolio manager,
and security broker/dealer. Jobs within
banking, insurance/risk management, and
the real estate industry are also available as
possible career choices. You will have a vast
array of arenas in which to demonstrate
your financial savvy.

Personal Financial Planning
The basic elements of personal financial
planning include cash flow/budgeting analysis, insurance needs, employee benefits,
education funding, investment decisions,
analysis of debt, portfolio analysis, retirement planning, income tax planning, and
estate planning.
The concepts and techniques of personal
financial planning are useful to anyone who
has concerns about their financial future.
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With a specialty in personal financial
planning, you can choose a career within
a full array of jobs. Typically, you can be a
self-employed financial advisor, or work for
depository and non-depository financial
institutions such as banks, credit unions,
brokerage firms, investment companies, and
insurance agencies.
Our program is officially approved by the
CFP® (Certified Financial Planner) Board
of Standards. If you take all the courses
in our program, you can take the CFP®
examination and earn this professional
certification. We encourage you to take
advantage of this great opportunity that will
enhance your career. Current salaries are
highly competitive and the current average
income for experienced financial planners
depends upon the specific career option
selected and the geographic region.

Getting Involved
 Investment Management Program
 Investment Club (SHIP
Global Collegiate Fund)
 Personal Financial Planning Club
 Financial Management Association
SU Student Chapter

Co n tac t I nf o r m at ion
Grove Hall 228
717-477-1434; jwkohn@ship.edu

Information
Technology for
Business Education

• B.S.B.A. in Information Technology for
Business Education with optional teaching
certification

In addition to your general education
classes and core business classes, you will
complete advanced work in computer programming, systems development, information processing, and telecommunications.
An extra semester (pre-or post-degree) is
an option available to qualified students
who want to become certified business
education teachers in Pennsylvania.

Getting Involved

C ontact In f ormation

Grove Hall 328
717-477-1436; mdmyer@ship.edu

Management

• B.S.B.A. in Management with
Entrepreneurship, Human Resource,
International, and Management
concentrations

Entrepreneurship
Entrepreneurship is what powers the economy. Students in this major will develop the
necessary skills and contacts to make ideas
real. The field is focused on identifying,
enhancing, and realizing opportunities in
ways that create value.

Are you interested in teaching business and
computer classes? Would you like to earn a
K-12 Pennsylvania Teaching Certification
in Business, Computers, and Information
Technology?
Or can you see yourself as a technology
or network coordinator for a school or as
a corporate trainer? These career choices
are available to students who enroll in the
information technology for business education major.

This major emphasizes recognizing opportunities and converting new ideas into
business plans. The program is designed to
help people understand risk and develop an
entrepreneurial perspective by overcoming
challenges and achieving success.
It focuses on providing students with the
skills they will need to initiate and manage
business ventures, including developing
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Our newly established Entrepreneurial
Leadership Center provides our students
with hands-on experience working with
clients in our Small Business Development
Center and assisting regional small businesses and local school district entrepreneurial programs.

 Association of Information
Technology Professionals
 Information Technology for Business
Education Professional Association
 National Business Education Association
 Pennsylvania Business
Education Association
 Pi Omega Pi (national honorary society)

Entrepreneurship has evolved beyond the
classic notion of a small start-up company
to include companies and organizations
of all types and stages. The skills a student
learns through an entrepreneurship major
are vital for the success of any business—
large or small, public or private, corporate
or not-for-profit, local or global.
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new products, drafting a business plan, and
forming and running a family business.

Students will be prepared for any of the
following career paths:
 Corporate entrepreneurship (also
known as intrapreneurship), where
graduates develop new operations or
products for existing corporations;
 Independent entrepreneurship where
graduates start their own for-profit firms;
 Family business where graduates
go into the family firm as new
or future management, and
 Social entrepreneurship where
graduates start new or develop
existing not-for-profit or community
service oriented firms.

For any of these goals, an entrepreneurship
major from Shippensburg University can
get you where you want to be.

Human Resource Management
The people aspect of business is a growing
field both in employment opportunities and
in salaries. The goals of this field are to best
use human resources to achieve strategic
organization objectives while accomplishing individual goals. Human resource
management encompasses personnel, labor
and industrial relations, compensation and
benefits, training and development, and
legal issues. You’ll have the opportunity
to develop knowledge and skills in job

analysis, human resource planning, recruiting, interviewing, training and development, law, labor relations, and continuous
improvement. Graduates of the program
begin their careers in the human resource
departments of corporations, government
agencies, unions, and other private and
public organizations. They are employed as
interviewers, recruiters, job analysts, grievance and arbitration specialists, negotiators,
compensation specialists, safety directors,
and training coordinators.

International Management
An ever-increasing number of firms are
operating in more than just one country,
so having an understanding of the culture,
customs, religions, political systems, and
language makes you extremely versatile
in the global business environment. The
international management program extends
your knowledge of business, management,
marketing, finance, and economics to the
global arena while familiarizing you with
various world cultures, religions, and societies. Proficiency in a foreign language is a
requirement of the international management major. Although studying abroad is
not a requirement, it is strongly recommended that majors take advantage of
study abroad opportunities to develop their
language skills and enhance their awareness
of cultural and business practice differences.
Our graduates have taken management
trainee positions in U.S. subsidiaries of
foreign firms such as BMW, Royal Dutch
Shell, and Unilever. Others have begun
their careers working for a small import/export firm, a freight forwarder, the international department of a bank, and as a sales
correspondent for a large multi-national
corporation.

Management
Management skills are required in organizations of every size and kind. This
concentration helps you gain the knowledge
and skills necessary for making decisions,
understanding behavior, leading people,
driving change, and coping with the complexity of the organizational environment.
You have a number of options for electives,
so you can tailor a program of study that
best fits your career interests. You will be
prepared to work in small, medium, and

large organizations in either the public or
private sector, in a wide range of functional
areas. Internships are available to increase
both your learning and employment opportunities. If graduate school is in your
career plans, our accreditation by AACSB
International is a plus.

multiple job opportunities upon graduation.
Career opportunities include technical sales
representatives, systems analysts, software
designers, database and telecommunication
specialists, e-commerce and web developers, and technical trainers.

Getting Involved

 Association of Information
Technology Professionals
 Management Information Systems
Professional Association

 E-boss Entrepreneurship Club
 Global Business Exploration
Program (Study Abroad)
 International Business
Professional Association
 Society for Human Resource
Management (Student Chapter)
 Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE)

C ontact In f ormation
Grove Hall 224
717-477-1439; wdober@ship.edu

Management
Information Systems
• B.S.B.A. in Management Information
Systems

Management Information Systems (MIS)
graduates enjoy working with the latest
technologies, interacting with other business professionals, and doing something
different each day. In addition, they are in
high demand and are paid one of the highest salaries within any organization. Information systems empowers businesses. The
integration of computer technology into
business systems has provided many career
opportunities for business students who
possess computer skills and knowledge.
These individuals analyze the needs of the
organization and design, implement, and
maintain these information-based systems.
During their academic program, many MIS
majors complete career-related internships,
and a large number of them continue with
part-time employment until graduation.
In a survey of our business graduates, the
vast majority of MIS respondents were
employed in their major field. Today’s
economic conditions have accelerated the
demand for graduates with strong business operations and technical skills. Most
MIS majors are able to select from among

Getting Involved

Con tact In f ormat i o n

Grove Hall 328
717-477-1436; mdmyer@ship.edu

Marketing

• B.S.B.A.in Marketing
If you watch TV, listen to the radio, or
read newspapers or magazines, you know
something about marketing. It’s defined
as the process of providing various goods
and services to consumers. Marketing
systems affect the cost of living and quality
of life. Marketing majors can enter many
employment areas such as advertising, sales
management, retailing, marketing research,
transportation, warehousing, or consulting.
These areas can also be found in nonprofit
businesses—universities, hospitals, and
government.
As a marketing major, you’ll take courses in
marketing, marketing research, consumer
analysis, and marketing strategy. There is
a heavy emphasis on oral and writing skills
because working with people is a must.
The new international trade opportunities
give this field more importance and as U.S.
firms expand into these arenas, the need for
qualified marketing people will grow.

Getting Involved
 American Marketing Association
(Student Chapter)

Con tact In f ormat i o n
Grove Hall 224
717-477-1439; wdober@ship.edu
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Logistics Management

Supply Chain
Management

• B.S.B.A. in Supply Chain Management
• B.S.B.A. with Logistics Management
concentration
Did you ever wonder how Dell can receive
an order for a new laptop over the internet,
build the laptop in Taiwan, and deliver it to
a customer in the United States all within
four days? This is possible because of the
efficiency of Dell’s supply chain. The supply
chain refers to the network of facilities,
functions, and activities that are used to
produce or deliver a product or service.
Facilities included in the network are basic
suppliers of raw materials called vendors,
manufacturers, warehouses, distribution
centers, and retail outlets. Functions and
activities include managerial and technical
areas that encompass logistics management,
forecasting, purchasing, inventory management, production management, quality
assurance, scheduling, information management, and customer service. Majors take a
variety of courses in these areas to prepare
them for the wide range of job openings in
supply chain management. In addition, the
course of study also prepares students for
certification as a Certified Supply Chain
Professional (CSCP). Companies, locally
and nationwide, are aggressively seeking
graduates in this field of study and the demand is increasing. Many local companies
provide internship opportunities, which
often lead to permanent positions upon
graduation.
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Did you ever wonder why McDonald’s
never runs out of hamburgers or French
fries or Walmart never runs out of anything? It is the responsibility of the logistics
manager to ensure that customers’ demands
are satisfied. Logistics management is
that part of supply chain management
that plans, implements, and controls the
efficient, effective forward and reverse flow
and storage of goods and services. Logistics
management activities typically include
inbound and outbound transportation
management, fleet management, warehousing, materials handling, order fulfillment,
logistics network design, inventory management, supply/demand planning, and
management of third party logistics services
providers. Logistics majors take a variety
of courses including warehousing, procurement, and specialized logistics management
and marketing courses to prepare them
for entry-level positions in transportation,
warehousing, logistics, distribution and
inventory management.

Getting Involved
 APICS Student Affiliate Chapter
 Supply Chain Management Association
 Student Membership in Council
of Logistics Management

C ontact In f ormation
Grove Hall 228
717-477-1434; jwkohn@ship.edu

Business Minor
If you’re not interested in majoring in
business, but would like a basic understanding, then consider our 18-credit business
minor. Studies have shown a high percentage of students, regardless of major, end up
pursuing careers in business or careers that
require an understanding of business. No
matter what career path you take, whether
self-employed or working for an organization, the business concepts and skills you
gain from the business minor will help you
to expand your opportunities and ensure
your success.
Four required courses provide a solid fundamental background in business. In addition,
these foundation courses will apply directly
toward meeting some of the requirements
of most MBA programs, should you decide
to pursue an advanced degree. Two elective courses in business allow you to tailor
the minor to complement your major and
develop an area of specialization to further
enhance future employment opportunities.

College of Education &
Human Services
Do you see your future working with the young? The old?
The economically or socially disadvantaged? Or in some
aspect of law enforcement like the FBI or state police? Or
do you see yourself as a teacher? Whatever your vision, if
it involves service to others, you have found a home in the
College of Education and Human Services.
All of us share in the common experience of having teachers. Most of us
have teachers who hold a special place
in our lives. Shippensburg University enjoys an excellent reputation for
educating quality teachers since its first
graduating class in 1874. Our teacher
education programs are a comprehensive mixture of the latest in theory and
application, practical experience, and
personal observation of master teachers
in action. Our programs are nationally recognized. Our teacher education
program has been accredited with the
National Council for Accreditation of
Teacher Education (NCATE) since
1952.

Council on Social Work Education has
continuously granted the social work
program full accreditation status. Social
work professionals provide support and
counseling for individuals and families
and are advocates on behalf of peoples’
needs.
The criminal justice program provides
the foundation for future police officers,
probation officers, and correction officers for the region and is a springboard
for graduate and law school.
The College of Education and Human
Services and its faculty stand ready to
help you prepare for whatever challenges lie ahead.

Our programs in social work and
criminal justice have filled the growing
need for experienced professionals. The

www.ship.edu/coehs
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COLLEGE OF ed ucat i o n
an d human serv i c es
Con tact In form at i o n
Dean’s Office
Shippen Hall 352
717-477-1373
coledu@ship.edu

Grace B. Lu hrs
Un iversity El em enta ry
School Shippensburg

University is committed to quality
teacher preparation. Since 1871,
Shippensburg has provided its
students and its surrounding
community with a model school.
Thanks to the cooperative
agreement between the university
and the Shippensburg Area School
District, Shippensburg is the only
university in Pennsylvania to offer a
public campus school.

Getting Involved
 Alpha Phi Sigma (national criminal
justice honor society)
 Criminal Justice Club

C ontact In f ormation
Department of Criminal Justice
Shippen Hall 321
717-477-1558; crimjust@ship.edu

Early Childhood/
Elementary/Mid-Level
Education

• B.S.Ed. in Early Childhood/Elementary
Education (PK-4)
• B.S.Ed. in Elementary/Middle Level
Education (4-8) with Math; Science; Social
Studies; Language Arts; Math and Science;
Math and Language Arts; Math and Social
Studies; Science and Language Arts;
Science and Social Studies concentrations

Criminal Justice
• B.S. in Criminal Justice

Are you intrigued by the cause and effect of
crime, or the process by which society responds to crime? Or do you have your heart
set on a career in law enforcement?
Our program in criminal justice has a multidisciplinary approach. Core curriculum is
designed to provide sufficient exposure to
the separate areas of police, laws, courts,
and corrections. These areas are supplemented by courses in sociology, psychology,
and political science, giving the program
added substance and flexibility.
As a graduate of our criminal justice
program you are able to enter numerous
career fields such as police and law enforcement, court administration, probation and
parole, corrections, and private security. Additional fields in business, insurance, social
work, and counseling, besides graduate and
advanced professional studies programs, are
open to criminal justice majors. Internships
are encouraged and have helped many students secure positions after graduation.

What’s Special

Shippensburg University also is home for
the Center for Juvenile Justice Training
and Research, which can provide you with
special opportunities within the juvenile
justice system.
22
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At Ship, we want only the best to enter
teaching so our admission standards are
high. Effectively teaching children is vital
to our future and is a highly challenging
and rewarding career. Successfully completing all requirements of the basic program
qualifies the student to apply for a teaching
certificate, making the graduate eligible
for employment at either the PK-4 or 4-8
levels. Students who choose the Elementary/Middle Level: Grades 4-8 program
will choose either a single or double area in
which they will be certified to teach.
Your teacher education curriculum is
threefold.
 There are general education
requirements covering courses in
arts, humanities, and sciences.
 Professional teacher education courses
are designed to thoroughly ground
you in the theories and principles of
education and child development.
 Clinical field experience is also an
integral part of your professional course
work and interwoven throughout your
years of study. You’ll have frequent
opportunities to observe and participate
in teaching at local area schools that
meet your particular certification area
as well as Grace B. Luhrs, which is
an on-campus laboratory school.

Faculty periodically review students’ social
and academic progress and make recommendations for appropriate supportive
actions if needed as well as ensuring that
students are maintaining the minimum
qualifications for continued progression
in our programs. Following the successful
completion of all requirements to include
passing scores on the required certification
exams identified by the state, you will spend
one semester student teaching.
Our majors do well in the job market.
Representatives from school districts in
Pennsylvania and four neighboring states
recruit our graduates on campus. In addition, other districts call our job hotline as
vacancies occur. Our graduates regularly
receive high scores on certification exams,
which are required by the state for certification to teach.

What’s Special

The Grace B. Luhrs University Elementary
School is a unique opportunity for observation and experience right on campus. The
federally funded Head Start preschool
program for low-income families provides
opportunities to gain experience working
with children from a disadvantaged background. Other on-campus facilities include
the Media Curricula Center, the reading
laboratory, elementary science laboratory,
and mathematics laboratory.

Getting Involved
 Council for Exceptional Children
 Shippensburg University
Student Education Club
 Student Association for the
Education of Young Children
 National Science Teachers
Association Student Chapter
 Keystone State Reading Association
 Kappa Delta Pi (Nomination required)

CONTACT INFORM ATI ON

Department of Teacher Education
Shippen Hall 214
717-477-1688; tmheckmanhann@ship.edu

Exercise Science
•
•
•
•

B.S. in Exercise Science
B.S. in Exercise Science with a Biology minor
Coaching Minor
Exercise Science Minor

Exercise Science is the study of exercise
and physical activity and how the body
responds. The field is comprised of various
sub-disciplines including exercise physiology, biomechanics, motor behavior, and the
psychology of physical activity. Students
interested in the Exercise Science major
should have a strong background in the
sciences including biology, mathematics,
chemistry, and physics.
Exercise scientists rely on scientific principles
in these areas to advance their understanding
of how the body responds to physical activity
and exercise. These professionals will then
use the knowledge gained to advocate for
physical activity and exercise in the prevention and treatment of chronic diseases such
as diabetes, heart disease and stroke.
Graduates can work as exercise physiologists in the commercial, clinical, and workplace settings. They can become personal
trainers and health program directors. An
entry-level career within the field of exercise science may have a starting pay range
of $25,000–35,000. Many graduates will
use the degree as an entry-level program
for admission into a wide range of clinically based allied-health graduate programs,
such as physical and occupational therapy,
recreational therapy, athletic training, nursing, chiropractic medicine and physician
assistants.
Students are required to complete a capstone internship experience at sites such
as hospitals, wellness centers, health-care
facilities, nursing homes, spas, or fitness
centers. Graduates of the program will be
eligible to take certification exams by the
American College of Sports Medicine and
the National Strength and Conditioning
Association.

What’s Special

We are an undergraduate research-intensive
program with all of our students required to
take course work that involves statistics and
research design. Most students culminate
this research process with a local, regional,
or national professional presentation. Some
of these projects have been selected for
publication.

Exercise Science Minor
The 18 credit-hour Exercise Science
minor is designed to provide students with
content from a breadth of disciplines in
the exercise science field. The minor is
ideal for students who are interested in
broadening their experience and knowledge
base in the study and analysis of principles
related to human movement. Students will
acquire new information on key domains
of the field including exercise physiology,
psychological approach to physical activity,
acquisition of motor skills, nutritional principles, and injury prevention and treatment
strategies. Specifically, the minor provides
students with an introductory grounding in physiologic principles that help us
understand not only how human systems
respond to exercise stress, but also how the
body changes with chronic exercise stress.
Students also benefit from applied learning
and laboratory experiences in all classes.
Students are required to successfully complete two prerequisite courses prior to applying for the Exercise Science minor. The
two prerequisites are Human Biology (BIO
150) and General Psychology (PSY 101).
Students interested in the minor will need a
minimum grade of a C in both prerequisite
courses to be accepted into the minor.

Coaching Minor
The Department of Exercise Science offers an 18 credit-hour Coaching minor,
with courses that specialize in sport-based
biomechanics, exercise physiology, care and
prevention of athletic injuries, sports psychology, and a capstone course that focuses
on the methods of coaching. This program
is intended for those who want to coach
within a school or community-based sports
program.

C ontact In f ormation

In order to provide students with a strong
background in the subject area they will
teach, Shippensburg University places the
secondary programs within the academic
departments, in either the College of Arts
and Sciences or the John L. Grove College
of Business. Essentially you complete the
degree requirements for a major field of
study, such as biology or English, in addition to the professional education sequence
and clinical field experience. You are both
preparing to be a teacher and preparing for
a specialized field, making you marketable
to prospective employers in both areas or
preparing you for graduate study. Once
certified, you are qualified to be hired by
schools in grades 7-12 (or K-12, which
is the situation with Art). Most students
preparing for secondary certification will
student teach in high school.
You have options for further certification in
general science or environmental education. Dual majors and dual certifications are
available in most fields of study.

Certifications Currently Offered:












Art (K-12)
Biology
Chemistry
Earth-Space Science/General
Science/Environmental Science
English
French
Information Technology for
Business Education
Mathematics
Physics
Social Studies (History or Geography)
Spanish

What’s Special

Your teaching certification is accepted by
more than 40 states with which Pennsylvania has reciprocal agreements.

Getting Involved

Department of Exercise Science
Henderson Gym 109
717-477-1721; exsci@ship.edu

Secondary Education

• B.A., B.S., or B.S.Ed. in subject area with
Secondary Certification
If you want to teach but also are drawn to a
specific subject area, certification to teach in
secondary schools may be what you want.

 Business Education Club
 Departmental affiliates of national
organizations, such as NCTE or NCTM
 Education Club
 Pennsylvania Student
Education Association
 Phi Beta Lambda (national collegiate/
student vocational association)
 Pi Omega Pi (national business
education honorary society)
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Social Work
• B.S.W.
• Gerontology Minor

credits are electives selected from courses
offered in the disciplines of biology, exercise
science, human communications, sociology,
psychology and social work.

If you like helping people or believe you can
make a difference in the lives of others, a
degree in social work may be for you. What
marks a career in social work is a lifetime of
worthwhile experiences which help to make
the world a better place while you have
exciting and challenging job opportunities.

This minor represents a significant opportunity for students. In addition to providing
new career options, it encourages students
to focus on the needs of older citizens, to
act on behalf of their interests, and to advance the understanding of all dimensions
of the aging process.

Our program prepares you for entry into
the profession of social work or serves as
excellent preparation for graduate school.
It is accredited by the Council of Social
Work Education, which will give you an
advantage when applying for a job in a
wide variety of human service agencies or
graduate school. You will develop skills and
knowledge to help people in all life phases
from small children and their families to
senior citizens and their families.

Getting Involved

Intensive field placements, or internships,
during your senior year give you the opportunity to apply your classroom learning
to actual job-related experiences. Under the
supervision of a social work supervisor you
may intern at hospitals and hospice agency,
battered women’s shelters, behavioral health
facilities, nursing homes, public schools or
schools for children with special needs, foster care agencies, agencies serving persons
with intellectual disabilities and many other
helping organizations. The course work
in the social work program is designed
to prepare you for a variety of entry-level
positions working with individuals, families,
groups, organizations, and communities.
Once you receive your BSW, career opportunities exist in a wide range of agencies which is one of the wonderful things
about social work. Options include: child
welfare agencies, public schools, hospitals,
substance abuse facilities, domestic violence
shelters, services for children and their
families, behavioral health facilities, senior
citizen facilities such as nursing homes
and senior centers, agencies working with
people with intellectual disabilities, and
other organizations that are created to serve
the needs of people who do not have the
advantages many of the rest of us enjoy.
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What’s Special

Becoming a social work major at Shippensburg means joining a community—a community where every professor knows your
name and all the students are interested in
making the world a better place, one person
at a time. In the Social Work program we
also provide resources to our students to
help them feel a part of our community and
to assist them in being successful in their
plan of study. The department has a student
resource room, mailboxes for each student,
and many opportunities for informal interaction with faculty and other students.
When you are part of the BSW program
here at Ship, upon graduation you also have
the option of applying for acceptance into
our MSW program. This program, also
accredited by the Council on Social Work
Education, is a collaborative effort with
Millersville University. We offer the only
public university MSW degree in Central
Pennsylvania. The MSW provides graduates with career opportunities beyond the
BSW degree. See the university graduate
program information for more detail at
ship.edu/msw.

Gerontology Minor
The university offers the gerontology
program to enhance the quality of life of
older citizens through interdisciplinary
education, research, and service, which encourages people of different generations to
respect and talk with each other. The minor
brings together liberal arts and professional perspectives on aging through an 18
credit-hour program. It features two core
courses: Introduction to Gerontology and a
Gerontology Internship experience in a human service agency that serves older adults
such as a nursing home, senior center, or
Area Office on Aging. The remaining

 Phi Alpha Alpha Lambda (national
social work honorary society)
 Student Social Work Organization

Con tact In f ormat i o n

Department of Social Work/Gerontology
Shippen Hall 382
717-477-1717; DFJaco@ship.edu

Army ROTC
Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC)
delivers training in military leadership
through classroom instruction and handson applications. ROTC courses provide
college students with leadership training,
management experience, and crucial skills
useful in both military and civilian careers.
First and second year students are introduced to the Army and its opportunities
while receiving training in leadership, small
unit tactics, weapons, and military history.
These courses are offered without future
military obligation.
Third and fourth year students are enrolled
in the advanced course. Classes focus on
military ethics, organizational management,
leadership, and tactics. Each semester
students receive academic credits and learn
skills vital in their future roles as Army officers.
After successful completion of the program
and graduation with a four-year degree,
Cadets are awarded a commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army, the Army
National Guard, or the U.S. Army Reserve.

Con tact In f ormat i o n
Department of Military Science
Wright Hall 207
717-477-1786; ebmizd@ship.edu

Office of Undeclared
Students
The difference between being an undeclared student
at Shippensburg University or at another college or
university is the personal attention you will receive.
Without the proper attention and guidance, an excellent
student may lose initiative and drop out. Shippensburg
University recognizes this. We’ve initiated a program
to help you assess your interests and aptitudes so
you can make your “major” decision based on a better
understanding of yourself and your career options.

www.ship.edu/undeclared
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Office of un d ec la red
stud en ts Con tact
In f ormation
Dean’s Office
Horton Hall 112
717-477-1395
undeclared@ship.edu
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What can I do now?
You can begin the process of choosing
your major by shadowing people who have
jobs that interest you. In addition, you
can access career and major exploration
websites such as www.mymajors.com,
www.livecareers.com, and www.careerfocus.
com. Further, you can access the Office of
Undeclared Students website at www.ship.
edu/undeclared and select the Guidebook
link. The Guidebook allows you to see the
curriculum requirements for each major.
You can also select the Career Planning
link to see the career track options for each
major we offer at Ship.

What is an undeclared major?
If you are entering college without a specific
field of study, you are “undeclared” until you
choose a major. You are not alone. Nationally, as many as 80 percent of first-year
students are unsure of a major when they
enter college. About 35-40 percent enter
Shippensburg University undeclared.

Do I need to know
my major now?
No. If you are unsure about your major,
it may be to your advantage to wait until
you’ve had a chance to explore various fields
of study. You may discover your interests
lie in a direction you had never thought of
before. It’s not uncommon for students who
have selected a major to change at least
once during their years in college. At Shippensburg University, approximately one
out of every two students will change their
major at least once.

Is my first year or two
“wasted” if I have not yet
decided on a major?
Absolutely not! Forty-eight of the credits all undergraduates at Shippensburg
University need to earn in order to graduate
must be from a “core” of general education
requirements. Students who are undecided
about their major have the opportunity to
explore various fields of study while working toward completing the General Education Program. Plus you gain a breadth of
education you can use in any career you
choose and a depth of education that will
be required for success in your specific
career.

What happens when I enter
as an undeclared student?
You will be enrolled in the Office of
Undeclared Students so that you can make
normal progress toward a degree while at
the same time exploring educational and
career options to help you select your major
field of study.

What services does the Office
of Undeclared Students provide?
The Office of Undeclared Students provides you with a wide variety of support
services including:
 an academic orientation to the university
and assistance in understanding the
university’s policies and procedures;
 an award-winning academic
support program;
 strategies and techniques, taught
through the Personal, Academic, and
Career Exploration Seminar (PACES),
to help you explore your values, skills,
interests, and abilities and to aid
you in determining your educational
goals and career direction;
 web resources;
 major and career exploration
resource room;
 an opportunity to explore the
university’s academic offerings; and
 assistance in using the university’s
resources to further enhance your
educational, career, and personal goals.

What is academic advising?
Quality academic advising can enhance
your college experience and goes far beyond
scheduling classes. Academic advisors can
help you realize your full potential by helping you set important goals and directions.
This includes life and personal goals as well
as career goals.
Your academic advisor will be a Ship faculty
member who is experienced in helping
undeclared students. Your advisor will help
you select courses based on your academic
and career goals and refer you to other
campus resources to help you select a major
field of study.
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When you declare your major field of study,
you will be assigned an advisor from that
major and your records will be transferred
to the department. Your advisor will be a
valuable resource for you, willing to give
you as much time and help as you need.

What is the Personal,
Academic, and Career
Exploration Seminar?
The Personal, Academic, and Career Exploration Seminar (PACES) is a voluntary,
non-credit, first-year career course that
seeks to help you to be academically successful and to help you choose a college
major that meets your skills, interests, and
abilities. At the same time, PACES provides you with a solid foundation of factual
data concerning the current and future job
market to help you plan your educational
and career goals. PACES also helps you
locate and use other important resources
on campus so that they become an ongoing
part of your career development experience.
Former undeclared students, including both
current students and successful Shippensburg graduates, share their decision-making
experiences. Upon completion of this noncredit seminar you should be able to:
 understand yourself better in terms
of values, interests, and abilities.
 apply this enhanced self-knowledge
towards choosing a satisfying major.
 locate and use career information.
 research specific careers in
which you are interested.
 describe major and career
related myths and realities.
 identify and explore career
related computer resources.
 identify and explore career
related campus resources.
 complete a variety of selfassessments and apply the results
towards choosing a major.
 comprehend the importance
of planning, setting goals, and
decision-making, and applying these
concepts, not just in choosing a
major and a career, but also in life.

When can I declare my major?
You must declare your major by the middle
of your third semester, but you may declare
as early as the first semester if you have met
the academic requirements of your major.
It’s up to you to examine all the alternatives
and meet the requirements for entry into
the major of your choice. When you declare
your major, your university enrollment will
be transferred to the appropriate college—
the College of Arts and Sciences, the John
L. Grove College of Business, or the College of Education and Human Services.

Where can I get more
information?
Contact the Office of Undeclared Students,
Room 112, Horton Hall, 717-477-1395.
Office hours are from 8:00 a.m. to noon,
and from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. on weekdays.
Or visit us online at www.ship.edu/undeclared.

Are there other benefits?
As an undeclared student, you may be more
fortunate than those students who know,
or think they know, their educational goals
and career direction. You will be less likely
to change your major field of study, a rather
wasteful process. You also will have a more
extensive knowledge of career options. But
perhaps most important of all, the practice
you receive in decision making and goal
setting will help you for the remainder of
your life.

 utilize effective study strategies.
 understand your learning style.
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CO LLEGE O F a rt s & scie nce s
Dean’s Office
Dauphin Humanities Center 225
717-477-1151
cas@ship.edu
www.ship.edu/cas/

J O HN L . GRO VE
CO LLEGE O F B U S INE SS
Dean’s Office
Grove Hall 124
717-477-1435
business@ship.edu
www.ship.edu/business/

CO LLEGE O F ed ucat ion and
h u ma n s er v i c e s
Dean’s Office
Shippen Hall 352
717-477-1373
coledu@ship.edu
www.ship.edu/coehs/

O f f i c e o f u n de clar e d
s t u d en ts
Dean’s Office
Horton Hall 112
717-477-1395
undeclared@ship.edu
www.ship.edu/Undeclared/

1871 Old Main Drive
Shippensburg, PA 17257-2299
717-477-1231 Fax: 717-477-4016
E-mail: admiss@ship.edu
www.ship.edu
Shippensburg University is an equal opportunity
educational institution. Direct requests for disability
accommodations and other inquiries to the Office of
Disability Services, Horton Hall 120, Shippensburg
University, 1871 Old Main Drive, Shippensburg, PA
17257-2299, 717- 477-1329, ods@ship.edu.
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