STUDY ABROAD

The world
is waiting...

“Studying abroad was
the most amazing thing
I’ve ever done. I realized
I could do anything I set
my mind to. You learn to
know yourself. You meet
the greatest people.”
Amanda, Marketing and
Management Major,
studied in Australia at the
University of Wollongong

Why would I want to study abroad?
• It is the most cost effective way to study,
live and travel outside of the U.S.
• You will improve your communication
skills and foreign language abilities.
• Your undergraduate experience will be richly
enhanced by traveling and learning a new culture.
• You are able to boost your resume and
employment opportunities. Stand out from
the crowd when you look for a job!
• You will gain cross-cultural appreciation, a
must in today’s global environment.
• You will be able to meet new people as well
as develop independence and maturity.  
• And most importantly, you will have fun!

www.ship.edu/international

(left) Melissa at the Wangi Falls in Darwin, Australia. “The falls had just been opened for the year after
ensuring no crocodiles had entered the pool during the wet season closure. I decided not to swim on
the first day of the opening just in case, but you can see more adventurous people in the background
already in the water.”

Popular Locations
In the past five years, Shippensburg University students have studied in the following popular
locations. Students who are interested in study abroad can consider these locations and universities
or research other options that suit their academic needs.  
Students are required to meet with the Director of International Programs prior to applying to
a program provider, or an overseas university. This ensures that credits taken abroad will count
towards a degree program at SU and that financial aid can be used.

Argentina*

University of Belgrano

Australia**

James Cook University
University of the Sunshine Coast
University of Wollongong

Costa Rica*

Veritas University
ULACIT, Latin American University of
Science and Technology

Czech Republic*
Charles University

Denmark***

Aarhus School of Business

Dominican Republic*
Pontifical University

England*

Edge Hill College
University of Leicester
University of Westminster

France*

University of Grenoble
University of Paris IV, Sorbonne
Collège International de Cannes
Catholic University of Paris
La Rochelle Business School (Exchange)

Germany**

University of Heidelberg
Marburg University

Italy*

Richmond University Florence
Richmond University Rome
American University in Rome
University of Ferrara

Ireland**

University College Cork
University College Dublin
University of Galway
University of Limerick

Mexico*

University of Guanajuato
“The most important lessons I learned
were to trust my instincts and believe
in myself. I learned the importance of
respecting other cultures. People will
treat you how you treat them.”
Devon, Social Work Major, completed
the multi-country Semester at Sea
program
Devon poses with a monkey at the
center square in Marakacch, Morocco.
“Every night in the square is a
festival, where story tellers, acrobats,
musicians, snake charmers and food
vendors come out to entertain the
crowds.”

JohnPaul rides a horse through
the golden grasslands along the
edge of Qinghai Lakein Qinghai
Province, China.“We spent two
weeks experiencing the Tibetan
culture by living with monks and
nomads, visiting monasteries, and
meeting locals who had never
seen a foreigner. One of the best
experiences abroad!”
“Every day was better than the next. I woke up every morning extremely happy and ready for
new experiences. Before studying abroad, I had never spoken Chinese and I’d never been on
an airplane. I experienced a lot of firsts. I can sum up the most important lessons I learned in
one word: appreciation. Study abroad really lets you understand and appreciate differences.”
JohnPaul, Finance Major, studied in China at the Central University for Nationalities in Beijing and
at the East China Normal University in Shanghai

Netherlands***
Maastricht University

New Zealand**

*Study Abroad Program Providers
Affiliated with Shippensburg
University

University of Canterbury

American Institute for Foreign Studies
(AIFS) www.aifs.com

Poland***

International Studies Abroad (ISA)

Wroclaw University of Economics

www.studiesabroad.com

Spain*

Council on International Educational
Exchange (CIEE) www.ciee.org

Complutense University of Madrid
Menéndez Pelayo International
University
University of Barcelona
Pompeu Fabra University
University of Granada
University of Madrid
University of Malaga
University of Salamanca
University of Sevilla

South Africa*

University of Stellenbosch*

South Korea***

Soonchunhyang University

Worldwide…

Students are encouraged to come by the
International Programs Office and find
a program that suits their interests! SU
encourages study abroad at accredited
universities across the globe!    

Cultural Experiences Abroad (CEA)
www.gowithcea.com

**Direct Enrollment

If admissions requirements are met, students
are given the opportunity to apply directly to
the overseas university. Tuition, fees, housing,
etc. are paid directly to the university abroad
based upon the expenses as designated by the
school.  

***Exchange Programs

Students are provided with the opportunity to
participate in an Exchange Program if it suits
their academic and cultural interests. The four
exchange programs offered at SU are major
specific, but allow students to pay normal Ship
tuition and then pay the host university for fees
and accommodation.

Study Abroad Myths & Realities
Myth 1: “Studying abroad is very expensive. It’s
only for rich kids.”

Myth 5: “I don’t speak a foreign language. I
guess there are no programs for me.”

Reality: Studying overseas can fit any budget.
Some programs actually cost approximately
the same as remaining at Shippensburg
for a semester while some cost more. The
choice is up to you. The study abroad office
can help you find the program that fits your
budget.

Reality: We have more programs in Englishspeaking countries than anywhere else.
You can choose from numerous programs
in England, Australia, Ireland and New
Zealand. In addition, some programs in
non-English-speaking countries are taught
in English and are open to everyone (South
Korea, France, Austria, Italy, and Czech
Republic).

Myth 2: “You have to have a 4.0 GPA to study
abroad. I have only average grades – I would
never be accepted.”
Reality: Most programs have a GPA
requirement of 2.5, and this is flexible
depending on a student’s particular
circumstances. We try to find reasons to
accept you into our programs, not reasons to
turn you down. We are more interested in
your level of maturity than your GPA.
Myth 3: “If I study overseas, it will delay my
graduation; I will never finish in four years.”
Reality: If you choose your program and courses
carefully with your advisor, you will be on
track for your degree when you return from
overseas. Course selection is done prior to
your departure so you will know what your
program will include. All credits taken
abroad through our programs will transfer
back to Shippensburg University.
Myth 4: “Studying overseas is a frill. My parents
work hard enough just to send me to
college. I can’t ask for a semester abroad.”
Reality: Studying abroad can no longer be
considered a luxurious extra in your basic
education. Employers look with favor
on students who have lived outside the
U.S. since this demonstrates an ability
to cope with new experiences, cross
cultural appreciation and, in many cases,
competency in a foreign language. Studying
overseas will enhance your resume.

Myth 6: “I’m on financial aid. I can never hope
to go abroad.”
Reality: This will not hold you back. Most
grants and loans can be used for studying
overseas. The only financial aid that
does not travel is college work study and
tuition waivers. In some countries, you are
permitted to work part-time and earn while
you learn. Most overseas semesters begin
later than Shippensburg, so you can stay at
your summer job and earn additional money
well into September or sometimes October.
Myth 7: “I’m a Business (Biology, Computer
Science, Math, etc.) major. I can’t study
overseas.”
Reality: Any major can study overseas!
Most of our programs are at large and
comprehensive universities offering more
courses than are available at Shippensburg,
and you can find many courses in your
major field.
Myth 8: “I can’t swing an entire semester
overseas. There’s probably no program for
me.”
Reality: We offer short-term programs ranging
from two to six weeks in the summer and
during Spring Break. You can earn from
one to six credits during these study periods.
Faculty members also plan short term trips
during breaks which permit you to earn
Ship credits.

Myth 9: “It’s no big deal to go overseas. I’ll
think about it in the fall of my senior year.”

Myth 10: “Nobody will help me. The process is
too complicated.”

Reality: The earlier you begin to plan, the easier
the process will be and the more certain you
will be of acceptance into your first-choice
program. Freshman year is the best time to
start working towards the goal of overseas
study because you must plan which courses
you will take at Shippensburg and which
courses you will take overseas. By studying
abroad in the second semester of your
sophomore year, you can complete many of
your General Education requirements.

Reality: Call to make an appointment to see
Mary S. Burnett in the Student Life Center,
McLean Hall, 477-1279. You will find out
that this is the greatest myth of all.

“This is a picture of me and my host sister
with her husband on their wedding day. They
invited me to the wedding! It was a great
way to experience the Spanish culture and
one of my greatest memories. I felt a stronger
connection to my host family, and am so
grateful for everything they did for me.”

“As part of a class, I learned about the
culture in northern Spain and the history
of el Camino de Santiago, a pilgrimage to
the Cathedral of Santiago. My class actually
went on the week-long pilgrimage. We
walked about 13 miles a day for six days
in cold, wet, rainy weather, got blisters,
aching shoulders, sore shins, but it was an
unbelievable experience. I’d do it again in a
heart beat. People from all over the world go
on this journey. And now so have I.”
Holly, Spanish Secondary Education Major,
studied in Spain at the University of Alicante

Annamarie (right) with her
Dominican triathlon coach, and
two other girls on her team.
“My triathlon team became my
Dominican family and I cannot
imagine my experience, my
confidence, or my leaps and
bounds in language acquisition
without them.”

Eligibility Requirements
• Eligibility requirements are a minimum
of 30 credit hours from Shippensburg
University, a preferred GPA of 2.5, and
being in good standing at the university.
• Admissions requirements for particular
overseas universities vary. Planning early
allows students to ensure that they meet
academic and entrance requirements.
This also allows them to save money and
plan accordingly for such a life changing
experience.  
• Planning freshman year is ideal because
some majors can only go abroad their
sophomore year. Students are encouraged
to contact the International Programs
Office as soon as they are settled in at the
university.  
• Transfer students are advised on an
individual basis and are encouraged to
learn more about the opportunity of
studying abroad as soon as they arrive at
Shippensburg University.

“My best experience was traveling and
meeting people from all different places. I
took every opportunity to go out and do new
things, but I had to learn the balance between
doing school work and having fun. I always
considered myself to be an independent
person, but this was true independence in a
new place.”
Mali, Elementary Education Major, studied in
Australia at the University of Wollongong

Leah lounges by the Mediterranean Sea along the French Riviera with Cannes in the background.

The Cost of Study Abroad
• Study abroad programs range in price and
estimated expenses are available on the
International Programs website. The cost of
many programs are only slightly more than
attending Ship for a semester. Planning
early allows students to save money on
airfare and for their personal spending.
• The best way for students to control the
cost of the experience is the ability to save
money before they leave as well as budget
themselves once abroad. Any student
who has been abroad will tell you that the
experience of living overseas completely
outweighs the cost incurred.  

• Students do not owe Shippensburg
University any money during the semester
they spend abroad unless they are
participating in one of the three exchange
programs. They still have all of the same
privileges as a student that is physically
on Ship’s campus. Such privileges include
access to the SU email and scheduling
systems as well as the services of the
International Office as well as the academic
and student affairs offices on campus.   

Financial Aid
• Financial aid can be used to assist with the
cost of studying abroad. The following types
of aid can be used:
Federal Stafford Loans
Federal PLUS Loans
Federal Pell Grants
Federal Perkins Loans
Federal SEOG
PHEAA State Grants
Alternative Loans
• Specific study abroad scholarships also exist:
Benjamin Gilman Scholarship
www.iie.org/gilman/

David L. Boren Scholarship
www.iie.org/nsep
This photograph of Meghan was taken in
Camden, her favorite section of London.
“Camden is filled with punk clothing and
music, shops, a huge market where local artist
sell their items and stores that sell creative and
interesting things.”

Freeman Asia Scholarship
www.iie.org

What International Programs Office Will Do for You
• Advise you on locations and programs for studying abroad
• Provide rail/air travel, passport, student ID card, and insurance information
• Cancel your Ship schedule and place you in a study abroad status to continue your
enrollment at Ship
• Coordinate on-campus housing both at Ship and abroad
• Advise you on how to get courses pre-approved prior to leaving for abroad so you meet
requirements for your major/minor
• Notify you of scholarship opportunities
• Provide pre-departure orientation featuring
safety, visa, financial, and travel information
• Provide information to parents/guardians
concerning study abroad issues
• Stay in contact prior to, during, and after your
study abroad period
• Work with your study abroad institution to
resolve any problems or special requests
• Assist with the on-line scheduling of classes for
when you return
• Obtain transcripts from your host institution
abroad
• Assist with the transfer of credits provided you
receive the equivalent of a C or better for each
course
• Provide letters of recommendation focusing upon your attendance at the foreign institution
And more!

Mary S. Burnett
Associate Dean and Director of International Programs
Student Life Center, McLean Hall
Shippensburg University
Shippensburg, PA 17257
(717) 477-1279 Phone
(717) 477-4098 Fax
meburnett@ship.edu

www.ship.edu/international

Amy backpacked a section of the Camino de Santiago or the Way of St. James, a European
Pilgrimage. “We hiked across most of Galicia in the northwest region of Spain. Highlights of the
trip include eating Pulpo or octopus for Easter dinner, sharing great songs and conversations with
friends on the trail, staying in different Albergues of Pilgrims Hostels each night, and overall it was
just an incredible opportunity to meet and talk with people from all over the world throughout the
journey together to the city of Sanitago.”

Brittney visited Stonehenge on a trip planned by her foreign university.

Tamara gazes at
the magnificent
La Fortuna
waterfall in Costa
Rica where she
studied at Veritas
University.

1871 Old Main Drive
Shippensburg, PA 17257-2299
www.ship.edu
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Disability Services, Horton Hall 120, Shippensburg University, 1871 Old Main
Drive, Shippensburg, PA 17257-2299, 717- 477-1329, ods@ship.edu. 8/11U-500

