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      Reach Out: Enhancing Education in the Dominican Republic  

Honors Colloquium Class  

During the fall 2009 semester, the students in the Honors Program Colloquium, one of the capstone options for the 
Honors Program, designed and implemented a global service-learning project.  Our project, ñReach Out:  
Enhancing Education in the Dominican Republic,ò tackled the problem of inadequate childhood education in the 
Dominican Republic by partnering with five child development centers in the countryôs capital, Santo Domingo.  
The children who attend the centers are very underprivileged, and attend school for only two-to-three hours each 
day, so the centers are an  
important supplement to their 
formal education.  

After discovering the specific 
needs of the centers, our class 
developed a blended academic 
and life skills curriculum that 
focused on technology and  
English-language education 
during fall 2009.  Eleven  
students in the class, including 
College of Business students  
Kali Antolik,  Glenn Burney, 
Grace Burkholder,  Sara  
Workman,  Allison Morgan, 
Jonathan Moats, Katie Marshall, 
and Ubokmfon Umobong,  
traveled to Santo Domingo to  
implement the project from January 10 -17, 2010.  During our time in the Dominican Republic, we visited a child 
development center each morning and afternoon.  At the centers, we set up interactive stations where the children 
would learn how to use a computer, participate in outdoor activities, listen to and read books in both English and 
Spanish, and participate in a variety of activities for English -language learning. The variety of activities was aimed 
at keeping the children engaged in learning. 

Often times, the Dominican children would even teach us. The children loved teaching Spanish versions of songs 
(head, shoulders, knees, and toes) and playing instruments that were foreign to us. They loved seeing the  
Shippensburg students succeed and even more, seeing us struggle with the instruments that were second nature to 
them. 

The week spent in the Dominican Republic was a life-changing experience. We went with the intention of teaching 
the children, but in reality, we learned a lot more from the children than the children did from us. We learned 
never to take what we have here for granted, and the trip forever changed our outlook on the world around us. 
Every morning when we brush our teeth with tap waterða simple convenience that the children in Santo Domingo 
do not haveðwe are reminded that we should never take life for granted. More than that, we should be reminded of 
the childrenôs always smiling faces and their passion for learning that they exhibited every single day we walked 
into their classrooms.  

Future plans for the project include inviting teachers from the Dominican childcare centers to Shippensburg  
University for seminars on innovative teaching techniques. The Honors Program also plans to continue the project 
as an annual ñalternative winter breakò where select students will have the opportunity to travel to Santo Domingo 
over winter break to continue the work that we have begun.  The Honors Programôs goals are to continue to 
 enhance the Dominican childrenôs education by providing them with new curricular materials, training their 
teachers, and assisting their goal of building a new school where the children will have adequate space for a healthy 
and productive learning environment ðsomething they do not currently have. 

Thank you to everyone who helped support the Reach Out project. Your donations truly have put smiles on the 
faces of many children and have given them a chance to further their educationðsomething they otherwise may 
never have had a chance to do. 

By Katie Marshall, Senior Finance/Marketing Major  
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Katie Marshall with DR baby girl  

My trip to  the Dominican Republic was truly an amazing experience.  The children we worked with throughout the 
week at the five child care development centers were so appreciative and attentive to what we had to teach 
them.  We used a number of different methods such as family tree, puzzles, games, and flash cards to teach basic 

English skills to the children.   I definitely think  I learned more 
Spanish than they learned English!  Along with teaching we were 
able to donate tons of highly needed school supplies and sports 
equipment to all five centers.  I  was able to really establish 
a close bond with a few of the students which made it exception-
ally hard to leave the last center on Friday afternoon.  I have 
brought back with me a new appreciation for life here in the U.S., 
my friends and family, and  new motivation to continue to help 
those less fortunate no matter where they are.  Our trip was rela-
tively unaffected by the devastating earthquake that hit the 
neighboring country of Haiti.   

By Jonathan Moats, Senior Finance Major 
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Kali Antolik with  Elie  

Grace Burkholder and Allison Morgan  
on bus in Santo Domingo 

                                                    Glen Burney reads 
                                                      to DR children  

M a r c h  2 0 1 0  

V o l u m e  4 ,  I s s u e  1  



M i n d  Y o u r  B u s i n e s s  P a g e  3  

M a r c h  2 0 1 0  

V o l u m e  4 ,  I s s u e  1  

Elijah Rothrock presenting 

a postcard to both Randy 

and Lauran Taylor from the 

Drew  Michael Taylor  

Foundation on February 

18th. 

Valerie Martinez and     

Katherine Bardales  

representing  

MilitaryHandbag.com at the 

Christkindlmarkt event in 

Carlisle  Barracks on  

December 9th, 2009. 

During the beginning of the 

fall semester the ELC and 

SIFE worked hand-in-hand 

 in promoting the  

Entrepreneurship Leader-

ship Tour.  

Sookti Tankala, Michael 

Kilpatrick, Caitlin Flannery, 

and Tracy Brenner during 

competition practice  

rehearsing the speech. 

**Pictures go from most current events to events from last semester.  

The SU SIFE team will be going to Luhrs Elementary School during Spring Break to present 

the workshop ñEconomics In The World Todayò. Additionally, we will be  

competing on March 22nd in Philadelphia.  


