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Mathematics Department

Spring Break The Mathematics Department at Shippensburg University is committed to actively engaging stu-

* Feb 27, 4:00 dents in and out of the classroom environment, along with helping them pursue the course of study
they desire. The department currently holds sixteen faculty positions, four of which are occupied by
specialists in mathematical education. Students interested in mathematics have four undergraduate
tracks to choose from which include Statistics, Applied Mathematics, Secondary Certification, or the
option of no concentration (designed for students interested in studying pure mathematics in

Last Day of Class graduate school). The program also encompasses a master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction.

Classes Resume :

o March 9

Students are encouraged to participate in a wide
range of activities and events. These xperiences
include and are not limited to the Putnam Exam
Team, Math Club/KME, Problem-Solving Contest,
a weekly student-centered seminar, walk-in tu-
toring sponsored by graduate students and
courses within the Honors Program. On March
12th, students from the department will be at-
tending the Mathematics Conference and Math/
Computer Day.

o April 24

Graduate Com-
mencment

e Mayl

.Undergraduate
Commenc_gr__t_lg_n_t

e May2

ot — B An interesting class the department offers is

i ) Mathematical Modeling (MAT326). Chair of the
department, Dr. James “Winston” Crawley, de-
scribes the course: “Mathematical Modeling pro-
vides a unique opportunity for both mathematics
majors and other mathematics-intensive majors.
The class focuses on solving real-world problems
using mathematics, assisted by computers.”
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Problems are drawn from many disciplines including physics, biology, and economics. Each student works
at a desktop solving problems using Microsoft Excel in an active learning environment. Advanced students
in science and business majors looking for experience using mathematics and computers in solving prob-
lems should consider the course.”
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Students graduating from this program take on a variety of occupations including positions as secondary

Student education teachers, actuaries, statisticians or analysts. When asked what he feels are the strengths of the

Spotlight department, Crawley responds: “ Like other secondary education departments on campus, the students
who wish to pursue a career in teaching benefit from the department’s specialists in math education. This
means that their methods block and student teaching will be done under the tutelage of persons who not
only know about education, but who also know about and love mathematics. Approximately 2/3 of our
students are future middle/secondary school teachers. We also have had a number of students success-
fully complete at least one actuarial exam prior to graduation from Shippensburg. The various undergradu-

" ate research opportunities provide valuable experience for the students, especially if they are considering
the possibility of graduate studies in math.”
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