
 

 

 

First Place - 2010 Student Photo Contest  

 

 
Chad Milligan:  Rockville Bridge  

 

 

 

This photo was taken from the base of Rockville Bridge in Marysville, PA.  This photo was taken on 

June 30, 2010.  I feel that it fits our department in a couple of different ways.  First of all, 

geographically, it is right in our back yard and it has a history.  Th e Rockville Bridge was the longest 

stone arch bridge in the world at 3,820 feet long.  This photo also illustrates the important resource 

that we have in the Susquehanna River.   

  

 

 

 

 



 

Second Place - 2010 Student Photo Contest 
 

 
 

Holly Plank:  View from the Summit of Mount Sinai, Egypt  

 

 
 

  

This photograph was taken from the summit of Mount Sinai in the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. The 

Sinai Peninsula is actually located in Asia, as opposed to Northern Africa like the rest of Egypt. 

Mount Sinai is a popular pilgrimage site for Christians, Muslim s, and Jews, because it is said to be the 

place where Moses received the Ten Commandments in their religious texts. The elevation was 

approximately 2,285 meters, a two and a half hour climb on the Siket El Bashalt route from St. 

"ÈÛÏÌÙÐÕÌɀÚɯ,ÖÕÈÚÛÌÙàɯÉÌÓÖÞ. This view to the north, taken approximately an hour and a half before 

sunset shows a number of other peaks in the Sinai desert. These mountains are composed of alkaline 

granites, feldspars, and display evidence of lava flows from relatively recent volcan ic activity. Cirrus 

clouds, characteristic of Egypt, are also seen in this photograph. Nomadic Bedouin tribes inhabit this 

region of the Sinai Peninsula.  

 



 
 
 

Third  Place - 2010 Student Photo Contest 
 

 

Holly Plank:  1ÖÈËɯÛÖɯ2Ûȭɯ"ÈÛÏÌÙÐÕÌɀÚɯ,ÖÕÈÚÛÌÙàȮɯ$Îà×Û 

 

 
 

 

This photograph was taken on the ÙÖÈËɯÛÖɯ2Ûȭɯ"ÈÛÏÌÙÐÕÌɀÚɯ,ÖÕÈÚÛÌÙàȮɯÑÜÚÛɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàɯÖÍɯ

Katherine in the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. The Monastery lies in the shadows of Mount Sinai (2,285 

meters), as well as Mount St. Catherine (2,629 meters), the highest peak in the Sinai Peninsula. The 

Sinai Peninsula is actually located in Asia, as opposed to Northern Africa like the rest of Egypt. 

Mount Sinai and the monastery of St. Catherine are popular pilgrimage sites for Christians, Muslims, 

and Jews, because it is said to be the place where Moses received the Ten Commandments in their 

ÙÌÓÐÎÐÖÜÚɯÛÌßÛÚȭɯ2Ûȭɯ"ÈÛÏÌÙÐÕÌɀÚɯ,ÖÕÈÚÛÌÙàɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÉÜÚÏȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÔÖÜÕÛÈÐÕÚɯÐÕɯ

south-central Sinai are composed of alkaline granites, feldspars, and display evidence of lava flows 

from relati vely recent volcanic activity. Cirrus clouds, characteristic of Egypt, are also seen in this 

photograph. Nomadic Bedouin tribes inhabit this region of the Sinai Peninsula. The city of Katherine 

is located in an oasis. Vegetation does grow in this small region, but water is still scarce. 
 
 



Honorary Mention  - 2010 Student Photo Contest 
 

 

 

 

Chad Milligan:  Ricketts Glen State Park 

 

 
 

 

This photo was taken at Ricketts Glen State Park in Benton, PA.  The pictured waterfall is referred to 

as Erie Falls and is located along Falls Trail.  This photo shows an example of one of the pristine areas 

that our state protects in the state parks system as. It also illustrates some of the geology that is seen 

in that part of Pennsylvania.  The photo was taken in the fall of 2008.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Honorary Mention  - 2010 Student Photo Contest 
 

Kathy Seiler:  St. Mary Lake, Glacier National Park 

 

 
 

 

A quintessential view along the eastern side of Glacier National Park, looking west to Wild Goose 

Island in St. Mary Lake, exemplifies  the impressive footprint of past ice sculpturing.  Fusillade 

Mountain (center) is flanked on the left (south) by Dusty Star Mountain, whose shared valley once 

held the main glacier 600 - 900 m thick in the last ice age.  Next to Dusty Star, as if sharp-edged prows 

lined up at a dock, are the tributary glacial valleys for Lit tle Chief Mountain and Mahtotopah 

Mountain.  H ighest elevations along these slopes are atypically older Precambrian belt rocks along 

the Lewis overthrust fault, the Snowshoe Formation  (mudstones/sandstones), then down into the 

younger Helena/Siyeh (gray limestone), Empire & Grinnell (red mudstone), then the greenish-gray 

Appekunny Formation (mudstone).  These rocks lie above the more resistant Altyn limestone, which 

is seen to the right (north) at the base of Goat Mountain.  

 Many Native American tribes of t he West attributed their rain source to the mountains -- it 

seemed this August day of 2009 that the apex of Fusillade indeed emitted a strong  cloud formation.  

Prevailing westerlies with this system (note strong waves on lake) lasted throughout the day wit h 

constant cloud cover at higher elevations. 
 



Honorary Mention  - 2010 Student Photo Contest 
 
 
 

Kathy Seiler:  Hanging Gardens, Glacier National Park  

 

 
 

 

Theme:  Geology/Hydrology  

 

 A late July 2010 snowmelt supports this year's tender carpet of glacier lilies and fresh grasses 

in the ephemeral summer window of this subalpine zone.  The "Hanging Gardens" area (6,800') at the 

base of Clements Mountain in Glacier Nat ional Park, MT, straddles the Continental Divide, with this 

wetland's waters wendi ng its way east towards the mountains in the distance .  Those to the right 

seem to have "horns" that belie the past presence of glaciation on three sides of the peaks, sharply 

etching their pointed silhouettes skyward.  

 Rocks along this path to Hidden Lake are the uppermost level of the Helena/Siyeh formation's 

limestone/dol omite with colluvium from the upper layers of the reddish/greenish  mudstones 

Snowslip formation (Upper Belt sediments). 

 
 
 
 


