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Thank you, Kit. Please join me in another round of applause for Kit Rossman, John Clinton and
the Shippensburg University Foundation staff for arranging this wonderful evening for us!
To start, a quick story:
At Shippensburg University, there were four sophomores taking chemistry and all of them had
an 'A' so far. These four friends were so confident that, the weekend before finals, they decided
to visit some friends in State College and have a big party. They had a great time but, after all
the hearty partying; they slept all day Sunday and didn't make it back to Shippensburg until early
Monday morning. Rather than taking the final then, they decided that after the final they
would explain to their professor why they missed it. They said that they visited friends but on
the way back they had a flat tire. As a result, they missed the final. The professor – who as all
SHIP Professors was very student friendly, agreed they could make up the final the next day. The
guys were excited and relieved. They studied that night for the exam. The next day the Professor
placed them in separate rooms and gave them each a test booklet. They quickly answered the
first problem worth 5 points. Cool, they thought –we’ve got it made! Each one in separate
rooms, thinking this was going to be easy... then they turned the page. On the second page was
written...
For 95 points: Which tire?
Good evening everyone and thank you again for joining us tonight as we celebrate your
unwavering spirit of generosity to Shippensburg students.
Each year some special moments happen on a college campus. This year, one just happened as
we hit a record-setting enrollment with the arrival on campus of about one thousand seven
hundred and fifty-five first-year students! And they have been joined by 450 transfer students.
For the fifth consecutive year, I joined over a hundred student-athletes (including almost our
entire football team), faculty, administrators, staff, and other members of the student body to
help move these new students into their residence hall rooms. These students came well
prepared, with enough food, clothing, and possessions to last a ‘lifetime!’ I think we set another
record for the number of trips it took us to help each student carry their ‘stuff’ up to their room!
Another important moment on a college campus is commencement—and while I hate to make
time fly by even faster, Fall 2011 commencement is only about 100 days away!
But of all the special moments, one of the most special ones is the one we share tonight; this
moment that gives Shippensburg University the opportunity to thank you--our many, many
supporters. Thanks to you, to your boundless and thoughtful passion for giving to this university,
we continue to be nationally-ranked for academic excellence!!
Thanks to your willingness to make a difference, this past April, our Celebration of Student
Research Conference expanded to 354 undergraduate research projects involving 519 students
and 88 faculty members, funded at just under $60,000 ($59,868) provided by the SU
Foundation. What a striking difference from the beginnings of the Joint Faculty Student

Research program in 1989, when eight projects involving 41 students were funded at a total cost
of $3,500.
And thanks to you, students who have the academic abilities but not the fiscal resources can
attend Shippensburg through one of the many scholarships and awards the SU Foundation
offers. Last year alone, the SU Foundation granted scholarships and awards to help more than
700 deserving students achieve the dream of a college education!
Since joining the SHIP family nearly five years, I’ve had the opportunity to talk with many alumni
who were, and continue to be grateful for your support. They remember that you gave them the
opportunity to get a college education. They also attribute their success largely to your
confidence in them and your reaching-out to positively impact their lives.
I’ve also talked with current scholarship recipients, including Sarah, one of our speakers this
evening. They too are thankful for your support. They readily acknowledge the critical role you
play in helping them attend this great university and launch their future. On behalf of all current
and former scholarship recipients; thank-you so very— (very) — much for making a difference in
their lives.
Oprah Winfrey said: “I choose to rise up out of that storm and see that in moments of
desperation, fear, and helplessness, each of us can be a rainbow of hope, doing what we can to
extend ourselves in kindness and grace to one another. And I know for sure that there is no
them . . . there’s only us.”
At SHIP, there is only us — and that only us includes you! Thanks largely to your kindness, SHIP
has a spirit of unity; a spirit of giving and sharing — that I believe sets the gold standard for
philanthropy. I believe that everyone here tonight, and those who were unable to join us, highly
value a college education and have gone above and beyond what we could have hoped for to
ensure that talented students have that opportunity — an opportunity to participate — and
excel.
We also appreciate the hard work of those dedicated individuals involved with the SU
Foundation, including its board of directors, numerous volunteers, and outstanding staff.
The board is led by its talented chair, Joel Zullinger. Thanks to the board’s visionary stewardship,
the Foundation remains the envy of its peers in the Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education. Will Joel and the other board members please stand and be recognized?
Once again, I’d like to thank Don and JoAnn Smith for their dedication and leadership as
National Annual Fund Co-Chairs during the past two years. With them at the helm, the
Foundation’s annual fund continues to provide significant and invaluable financial support to
SHIP students. Don, JoAnn and everyone who worked with them, thank you for helping last
year’s annual fund raise about $2.1 million—almost a two percent increase over the prior year!
Critical to the Foundation’s success are those volunteers who contribute their time and
resources to help the Foundation — I cannot thank them enough for everything they do!
Without them, the Foundation wouldn’t have its record of success, and for this we are deeply
grateful. It wasn’t unnoticed that the fund’s success happened during some of the most difficult

economic times in our community and nation. Those involved in the annual fund overcame
those economic challenges, shared our compelling story, and helped donor’s give
unprecedented amounts. The combined efforts of these generous donors and dedicated
volunteers are a testament to their confidence in SHIP, to our students, faculty, administration,
and staff, and something for which we are most grateful!
I would also be remiss if I did not recognize my bosses ― Michael Schaul, Chair of our Council of
Trustees and the rest of the members of the Council of Trustees. They spend countless hours
advising, supporting, and helping to drive this university forward. Would they all please stand
and be recognized?
Earlier I mentioned John Clinton and the Foundation staff. Thanks to their efforts, deserving
students have scholarships, faculty members have opportunities for professional development,
and the region has the services of a premier cultural arts facility — the H. Ric Luhrs Performing
Arts Center. Thanks to all of you.
Before I highlight some of our many recent successes, I want to briefly discuss the current
budget situation.
Simply put: We’re OK.
Despite an 18 percent reduction in state funds, we’ve been able to maintain our programs, our
personnel complement, and, most importantly, the quality education that makes SHIP a
nationally-recognized university. We’ve done this even though the reduction in state funds
means we went from the state supplying 32 percent of our revenue to just 25 percent; a
dramatic drop for a state-owned university. We hope for renewed support from the
Commonwealth for 2012-2013.
Unfortunately, not all universities in the PASSHE system fared as well. Some had to make major
cuts to their academic programs and lay-off personnel.
Our funding loss was partially offset by a 7.5 % (or $436 increase) in tuition. While helpful, that
increase still results in a tuition rate that remains among the lowest rate of all four-year colleges
and universities in Pennsylvania. It is also well below the national average for public institutions.
To balance this year’s budget, we will increase our revenue or make additional cuts for a total of
more than $4.5 million. Budget decisions will include reductions in general operating budgets,
savings in personnel costs, and savings in other areas that we can apply to future needs.
However, we will make those changes in a manner that lets us continue providing our students
with an outstanding education.
Every year at this dinner, I have the privilege to discuss some of SHIP’s many successes. Those
successes include:


The university signed agreements with two international schools for joint programs. One is a
pact with La Rochelle International Business School in La Rochelle, France. It promotes
developing joint studies, research and training activities, and other educational programs of
mutual interest. The other is an agreement with Wrocław University of Economics in Poland.

It’s to begin work on developing exchange programs between the universities and
promoting activities of mutual interest.


We received approval to begin a new Bachelor of Science degree program in computer
engineering. This is the first such degree program among the 14 PASSHE universities. It fills
the Commonwealth’s need for a cost-effective option for students who want a computer
engineering degree. It also helps Pennsylvania’s business community meet its growing need
for computer engineering professionals. And, it lets SHIP continue serving its citizens and
providing opportunities so that young Pennsylvanians remain in this state and contribute to
its future.



Beginning this semester, our MBA program is available in Harrisburg to both full-time and
part-time students. The new MBA–Emerging Leaders cohort is a one-year, full-time
program. It’s designed for recent college graduates who have limited or no work experience
and who want to gain professional experience while completing an MBA in one year. This is
another example of our efforts to reach into new markets.



Starting next spring, the John L. Grove College of Business will bring its nationally-accredited
MBA program to East Stroudsburg University’s campus. This meets a growing need in that
region. By joining together to offer this program, Shippensburg and East Stroudsburg not
only meet a need for MBA programming in another region, but also continue to make cost
effective and efficient use of the resources the Commonwealth has entrusted to us.



The work was recently completed for the Huber Art Center’s renovation and expansion at a
cost of about $6.8 million. We celebrated the Center’s re-opening at a recent ribbon-cutting
ceremony-attended by over a hundred and fifty community and campus citizens. I invite you
to take a tour of this impressive new facility when you have a chance.



Work is progressing on the renovation of the Ceddia Union Building. It is 40% larger at
135,000 square feet. We just re-occupied some parts of the CUB and expect to complete
work on the rest of the CUB later this year. This renovation provides expansive space to
house our new Follett Bookstore – evaluated and chosen by our students, new foodservice
space, (including our new convenience store which remains open until early in to the next
day), a PSECU branch, a sports themed gathering place with pool tables, a game zone with
video games, a large Multi-purpose room of nearly 10,000 square feet, a student group
media center, new student group offices and meeting spaces and an outdoor plaza that will
make the CUB an even more central place for students to get involved on campus.



Work has begun on the new residence halls. The first hall — which will house our Honors
Program — will open in time for the Spring 2013 semester. Once it’s completed, we’ll begin
Phase 2 with completion in Summer 2014 and Phase 3 with completion in Summer 2015.
This may be our largest single campus construction project and it will dramatically enhance
our ability to support our students. The construction has caused some to comment that
“with all the fences and other work, you can’t get there from here;”— well, there’s some
truth to that. But, when these halls are completed, Shippensburg University will be even
more attractive to everyone — including potential students.



At the President’s Cabinet retreat this past summer, we produced an agreed upon set of
university goals — driven by the Academic Master Plan — that will be vetted this fall and
hopefully approved as part of our Vision-Mission-and Goals for 2012 to 2017.



Once again this year, Shippensburg University experienced a string of successes in discipline
specific accreditations and program recognitions. These included:


ACTFL (American Council on Teaching Foreign Languages) and NCATE, the (National
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education) RECOGNITION for the excellence of the
Department of Modern Languages Education Program --makes us one of only four
institutions in our 14-member PASSHE system earning this national recognition.



AACSB (The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) ACCREDITATION
reaffirmed, making the John L. Grove College of Business one of only 5 AACSB
accredited programs in PASSHE and making SHIP one of the only 620 member
institutions in 38 countries.



ACEJMC (Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communication)
PROVISIONAL INITIAL ACCREDITATION. In Pennsylvania, only Penn State and Temple
have ACEJMC accredited programs!



CACREP (Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs)
(reaffirmation of ACCREDITATION by CACREP which grants accredited status to
graduate-level programs.



SHRM Society for Human Resource Management (National RECOGNITION for alignment
with human resources curriculum guidelines) Certified Financial Planner Board of
Standards (renewal of RECOGNITION first earned in 2005 with SHIP‘s program being the
only CFP board-certified program in central Pennsylvania.

We remain very proud of, and continue to be humbled by, our students and their many
academic and service accomplishments. For example, a group of nearly 60 students and faculty
spent Fall Break 2010 in Mississippi aiding in the cleanup of the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
They then highlighted their experience in a public presentation. And, on August 27 of this year,
over 400 first-year students participated in service learning projects as part of their orientation
to university life. They’ve once again shown how ordinary people can do extraordinary things
and remind us of how important civic engagement is to their education.
Our SUTV is one of only two university TV programs that recently received a regional Emmy
nomination; that alone is very impressive, and more so when you realize that the other
university is Temple! The award ceremony is September 24 and we hope to bring this
prestigious award home.
This year, our undergraduate minority student applications increased 4.9 percent and our
undergraduate out of state applications increased 6.8 percent.

Earlier I mentioned that first-year students recently moved into the campus residence halls. It’s
hard to believe that that these students are members of the Class of 2015 — particularly for
those of us who have been in higher education most of our adult lives (and remember thinking
the Y2K problem was far off into the future).
These students are truly part of a new generation whose needs and wants are dramatically
different than those of some generations of students who passed before them. They face new
challenges, new issues and new opportunities. Our goal is to equip them with the tools to meet
those challenges, deal with those new issues, and seize those new opportunities — and to
always remember that SHIP was, and always will be, a major part of their lives. And thanks to
you, one day they too will be able to proudly say: “I am a SHIP graduate.”
Charles Kingsley, a 19th-century English historian and novelist said: “Make it a rule…never to lie
down at night without being able to say, ‘I have made one human being at least a little wiser, a
little happier or a little better this day.’”
Each of you, tonight and for many nights to come, can lie down knowing you’ve helped our
students become a little wiser, a little happier and a little better.
Thank you again for joining us this evening. And, thank you (thank you, thank you) for continuing
to support SHIP with your time, talent and treasure.

