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S H I P P E N S B U R G  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  
P E N N S Y L V A N I A  
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Would you rather:  
 
A. Attend lectures/labs/classes on 
the snowy Shippensburg campus 
 
B. Travel around the world – lit-
erally the whole way around! – 
while visiting orphanages for 
your sociology class, exploring 
countries like Croatia, eating 
homemade pastas in Italy, and 
meeting acrobats and magicians 
in Morocco. 

Last summer Devon Sizemore 
chose option B, a Semester at 

Sea.  Devon, along with about 
1,000 students from all over the 
country, boarded a ship in Hali-
fax, Canada and took off to see 
the world.  Also in the boat were 

faculty members, their families, 
and life-long-learners, who are 

older adults that act as temporary 
family to students while travel-
ing.   

From Canada, the ship went on to 
Spain, two different ports in It-
aly, Croatia, Greece, Istanbul, 
Bulgaria, Egypt, Morocco, and 
back to Canada over a span of 90 
days.  This summer trip is a bit 
shorter than the fall and spring 
semester trips, which literally do 
sail the whole way around the 
world.   

Students attend classes while 
traveling from one port to an-
other, but Devon estimates she 
was only in a classroom for 23 
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out of 90 days.  “We never had 
class while in port,” she says, 
“because that counted as alterna-
tive learning experiences.”  So 
other than just being a curious 
tourists in each port city, students 
had hands-on learning experiences 
such as climbing Mt. Vesuvius in 
Naples for geology class.   

Devon’s favorite part of the trip 
was “embracing the culture” of so 
many different countries.  She 

loved the Muslim countries and 
would go back to Istanbul in a 
heartbeat.  One of the many high-
lights was seeing the pyramids in  

Cairo, Egypt because they were 
just “breathtaking.”  And the food 
in Italy could not be topped.   

During the trip Devon learned the 
importance of respecting other 
cultures.  “People will treat you 
how you treat them,” she says 
simply.   

She also learned so much about 
herself, including 
how to trust her in-
stincts and believe in 
herself, like when 
she spent the day 
touring Rome on her 
own.   

“Finding your com-
fort zone with people 
you don’t know in 

countries you’ve never been to 
before” was the most challenging 
aspect of Devon’s journey.  But 
overall the experience “was much 
more rewarding than challeng-
ing.” 

Devon’s advice for making the 
most out of any traveling experi-
ence: “Be completely open-
minded.  Try everything.” 

*** 
Are you interested in a Semester at Sea or 

other study abroad programs? 

Would you like your study abroad experi-
ence featured in this newsletter? 

For more information e-mail:  
internationalprogram@ship.edu.  

*** �

“Be completely open-

minded.  Try everything.” 

- Devon Sizemore, Semester at Sea  
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