
Category E – Social and Behavioral Sciences 

Catalog Description 
An awareness and recognition of the disciplines which examine and analyze group and individual 
behavior is of increasing importance for all who seek to understand and to predict the patterns and 
processes of human activity.  These disciplines examine the causes of human interaction and the 
diversity of its organization and structure.  Their study will help the student to see the connection 
between his or her own perspective and that of society and to appreciate the effect social forces have 
on the individual.  The courses in this category will also consider the theoretical frameworks of each 
discipline and the methods and results of current research. 

Category E courses introduce the student to individual, group, cross-cultural, and cross-gendered 
perspectives on human organization and its impact on behavior. 

Commonalities among the Courses 
All Category E courses will have the following commonalities: 

1. All courses will promote an understanding of human behavior from the unique perspective of 
each discipline 

2. All courses will provide theoretical and methodological approaches to facilitate an 
understanding of human behavior 

3. All courses will provide an insight to normative and non-normative behavior within and across 
cultures 

4. All courses will promote an understanding of diversity within and across cultures 

Learning Objectives 
All Category E courses have the following common learning objectives: 

1. Students will be able to summarize, analyze, and evaluate the relevant principles, theories, 
research, and research methods that are essential to understanding the behavior of individuals 
and groups. 

2. Students will be able to identify patterns and processes of human activity within and across 
cultures. 

3. Students will be able to identify causes of human action 

4. Students will be able to identify examples of diversity in human organizations and structures 
and their impact on human behavior. 

5. Students will be able to identify the impact of social forces on individuals and groups. 
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