2006 CIRP Survey Results

National Trends-The American Freshman: National Norms for Fall 2006
· Interest in politics increases as students move politically from center

· Liberals and Conservatives divide on Gay Rights, but not Affirmative Action
· Majority of students continue to indicate that they have financial concerns

· Students attending less-than-first choice institutions view financial concerns as more important

· Increased reliance on paid work while in college to help meet college costs

· Racial and Ethnic differences continue in Advanced Placement course-taking and exams

· Commitment to service continues and civic concerns are highest at HBCU’s

· Schools and neighborhoods are increasingly segregated along both racial and socio-economic lines 

2006 CIRP Survey Results

Shippensburg Results

· A larger number of 2006 freshmen at Shippensburg agree “strongly” or “somewhat” that “wealthy people should pay a larger share of taxes than they do now” compared to the 2004 and 2002 SU freshmen and the 2006 National average.
· While the 2004 results showed an increase in those students reporting that their home is located over 100 miles from Shippensburg, the 2006 data saw this segment fall below the 2002 levels.
· Compared to the National average in 2006, a lower percentage of SU freshmen in 2006 reported they had an average high school grade of “A” or “A+” and an increase in B grades.

· Among reasons noted as “very important” to attend this college; Rankings in national magazines decreased in 2006 below the 2002 level, living "near home" became less significant in 2004 but rose to near 2002 level in 2006, and both good jobs and grad school admissions showed large increases in the 2006 data.
· 2004 CIRP results indicated a decrease in those students who reported that they worked for pay more than 20 hrs per week during their last year in high school but the 2006 data showed levels returning to their 2002 high point.
· Concerning weekly time spent socializing with friends; the 2004 data showed a shift toward more socialization time, but the 2006 results returned to the levels in earlier data.
· 2004 SU results show a shift toward greater hours per week spent on homework and other studies.  Both greater and lesser study times in the Shippensburg data are departures from the National data. 2006 SU results show a return to the 2002 patterns except for a continuing growth in the 3 to 5 hrs per week range.
· Fewer Shippensburg University freshmen in 2004 said that chances are “very good” that they will “communicate regularly with (their) professors” than did the SU freshmen in 2002 but the 2006 data shows a return to near 2002 levels.
· Objectives considered to be essential or very important by Shippensburg University freshmen in 2004 and 2006 were “raising a family”, with over 80 percent of respondents, and “being very well off financially”, over 75 percent.

· In 2006, more SU students (up to the 18% level) estimated their parents’ total income last year to be over $100,000 compared to that which was reflected in the National data.
· Over 80 percent of SU freshmen in 2006 said “to be able to get a better job” was a “very important” reason in deciding to go to college.
· Freshmen at Shippensburg (almost 80%) rated themselves as “above average” or in the “highest 10%” with regard to cooperativeness.

· Results show a gain in Shippensburg students reporting read for pleasure between 3 and 5 hours per week and some reductions in TV watching at higher levels.
· Both nationally and at Shippensburg, over 95 percent of freshmen spent some time in exercise or sports during the past year.

· Compared to 2004, freshmen at SU in 2006 spent less time in student clubs and groups.
· Shippensburg freshmen in 2006 reported spending more time playing video/computer games than the national average.
· Results from the 2006 survey show an increase in students reporting no volunteer work. 

