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Shippensburg University Honors Colloquium Tackles Inadequate Childhood Education in the Dominican Republic
SHIPPENSBURG, PA- This year’s Honors Colloquium class is putting its skills to work in an effort to improve the public education of children in the Dominican Republic. The service project, entitled “Reach Out: Enhancing Education in the Dominican Republic,” is designing a curriculum which will be implemented in January when members of the class travel to the Dominican Republic.  

The curriculum will be distributed throughout five children’s centers in Santo Domingo, the country’s capital. The ages of the children range from 2 to 15. The curriculum is not the traditional reading and writing subjects. The class has designed various hands-on activities for the children to help improve their English. Topics covered range from colors and numbers to family and transportation. Technology education will be emphasized as well. 
“I am excited about working on an international project that will benefit individuals who have demonstrated a need,” said Kali Antolik, a senior in the class. “I feel that it will be a real eye-opener for me to see our efforts having a strong impact on the lives of children in the Dominican Republic.”
The class is actively recruiting partners both on and off Shippensburg University’s campus to gain support for the project. Reach Out will be hosting a number of events to spread awareness about the education problems in the Dominican Republic as well as to raise funds for supplies. The Grace B. Luhrs Elementary School has enthusiastically partnered with Reach Out. During the week of November 10-16 the schools will be hosting a school box drive. All the school supplies will be given to the children in the Dominican Republic in January. 
On November 17 Reach Out is coordinating “Dominican Day” as an opportunity for students, partners and members of the community to learn more about the project and the Dominican Republic. Dr. José Ricardo of Shippensburg University’s Spanish Department will be teaching dance lessons. Dominican-inspired food will be available. Attendees will have the opportunity to learn Spanish phrases and learn about DR culture. Mask-making will also be available as a way for attendees to learn about a holiday, Carnival. 
Reach Out consists of 17 students, at either senior or sophomore status. Their disciplines include Business, Education, History and Communications. Follow the progress of the group by reading their blog at sureachout.blogspot.com and by checking out their website at www.ship.edu/honors/reachout. Questions and comments can be e-mailed to sureachout@gmail.com.
