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Reach Out: Enhancing Education in the Dominican Republic 

   

On average, only 33% of children in the Dominican Republic attend secondary school...

This is what the Honors Colloquium is doing about it!

This year the Honors Program Colloquium is developing a curriculum that focuses on 
enhancing Dominican students' English language and reading skills. The class will be 
collecting various school items through drives at local school districts along with learning 
activities made by the Colloquium students. The curriculum and supplies will be brought 
with the Honors students to the Dominican Republic when the class travels there in 
January 2010. For more information on the class, the project, and the Dominican 
Republic, visit the "About Us" pages.

Support Our Project

(To donate, click the above button and scroll down to Honors Program Colloquium.)
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About the Class

The Honors Program requires each student to do a capstone project of some sort. The 
Honors Colloquium is one such choice for the students to fulfill their requirement in the 
fall semester in order to graduate in the Honors Program. The students in the Colloquium 
come from a variety of interdisciplinary majors and all come together to create a service-
learning project in order to make their mark on the local community and on an 
international community. The project will have to be sustainable for Honors students to 
carry on in years to come.

This year the class will be creating an educational curriculum for childcare centers in 
Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic and hopes to make a lasting impression on the 
children in this community. For more information on our project, visit our About the 
Project page.
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About the Project

Reach Out: Enhancing Education in the Dominican Republic is an Honors Colloquium 
project designed to aid the Nazarene Compassionate Ministry's child development centers 
in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. These centers are a key source of education for 
low-income children who range in age from 4 to 15.

During the Fall 2009 semester, the students in the Honors Colloquium will develop a 
curriculum that focuses on enhancing the children's English language and reading skills. 
The Honors students will also conduct a school supply drive at the Luhrs Elementary 
School in order to provide the Dominican centers with vital school supplies. To educate 
the Shippensburg campus about Dominican culture and the child development center's 
needs, the colloquium will host a "Dominican Day" on November 17, 2009. The Honors 
Colloquium students will travel to Santo Domingo from January 10-16, 2010 to implement 
the curriculum and deliver the needed school supplies. 

Project Mission

The mission of the Honors Colloquium's Reach Out: Enhancing Education in the Dominican 
Republic is to enhance and support domestic and international educational programs 
through establishing partnerships while emphasizing cultural understanding.  

The goals of the Reach Out project are:

●     To promote social entrepreneurship by developing a project designed to enhance 
educational opportunities for a community of children in the Dominican Republic 

●     To take an interdisciplinary approach in designing and implementing our project in 
collaboration with a local child development center 

●     To experience the Dominican Republic as part of a local community rather than a 
tourist 

●     To maintain safety, care, and respect for all group members and all project partners 
●     To ensure long-term project sustainability by Honors students and our partners 

For even more information on our project read our brochure. 
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About the Dominican Republic

dr map   

The Dominican Republic is a Caribbean country that comprises 2/3 of the island 
Hispaniola, which it shares with Haiti. Located in the Caribbean, the Dominican Republic is 
one of the poorest countries in the Caribbean. However, most people don't experience 
this side of the Dominican Republic, as they often see and experience the country as a 
tourist.

Despite the fact that the Dominican Republic uses many of its outlets such as tourism 
(which is one of the biggest industries in the country), the Dominican Republic has many 
economic and social problems. For example, on average only 33% of children 
there attend secondary school. This lack of education leads to many other problems such 
as illiteracy, lack of adequate employment, and housing, which could eventually lead to a 
lack of a stable income. This can all be prevented with a proper education, and Reach 
Out: Enhancing Education in the Dominican Republic is hoping to impact this area of the 
Dominican Republic today in hopes for greater successes tomorrow. 

For more information about the Dominican Republic, visit the following pages: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/country_profiles/1216926.stm

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/35639.htm
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November 2009

●     November 7: Shippensburg home volleyball game pompom fundraiser, 1:00 p.m. 
at Heiges Field House 

●     November 7: Shippensburg home football game pompom fundraiser, 1:00 p.m. at 
Seth Grove Stadium 

●     November 10-16: School box collection drives, 7:30-8:00 a.m. at Grace B. Luhrs 
University Elementary School  

●     November 11-12: Benefit nights, 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. at Fuddruckers 
Restaurant in Chambersburg 

●     November 15-19: Resident Life supply drive on Shippensburg University's campus 
●     November 17: Dominican Day, 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Ceddia Union Building Multi-

Purpose Room 
●     November 21: Shippensburg home football game pompom fundraiser, 12:00 p.m. 

at Seth Grove Stadium 

December 2009

●     December 5: Information session for parents of Honors Colloquium 
students, 10:00-11:30 a.m. in Shippen Hall 120 

●     December 8: Benefit night, 5:00-9:00 p.m. at Isaac's Restaurant in Harrisburg 
●     December 12: Childcare fundraiser, 2:00-8:00 p.m. at the Cora Grove Spiritual 

Center 

January 2010

●     January 10-16: Trip to Santo Domingo to implement project 
●     January 28: Reach Out presentation at the Honors Program Spring General 

Meeting 

March 2010

●     March 21: Contributors/supporters reception, 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the Tuscarora 
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Room, Reisner Hall 
●     March 26: Reach Out presentation to the College of Business Alumni Advisory Council 

April 2010

●     April 10: Reach Out presentation at the Northeast Region Honors Council conference in Harrisburg 
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Dominican Day  
  

 

Click here to browse a photo gallery of the event.

On November 17, 2009 the Honors Colloquium hosted Dominican Day to raise awareness 
of the class's service-learning project in the Dominican Republic. The event had two 
separate sessions in the Ceddia Union Building Multi-Purpose Room: an afternoon session 
for children from the Grace B. Luhrs University Elementary School who contributed school 
supplies to send to the Dominican Republic and an evening session for the campus 
community.

The night included dance lessons taught by Dr. José Ricardo of Shippensburg University's 
Modern Languages Department, Dominican-inspired food, and Dominican 
music. Attendees had the opportunity to learn Spanish words and phrases at a special 
station, make Dominican masks, and enjoy displays featuring the Dominican Republic's 
history and culture. Many of our contributors donated prizes for a raffle held at the end of 
the evening. 

Results 
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Shippensburg University – Honors – Dominican Day

Overall, Dominican Day was a great success! Over 30 students from the Grace B. Luhrs University Elementary School 
and over 150 members of the campus community attended the event and reported that they had a great time. The 
most successful stations throughout the day were the mask-making table, the Dominican food, and the Merengue 
lessons taught by Dr. Ricardo. The class was excited that so many people expressed interest in our project and wanted 
to learn more about the Dominican Republic. We thank our contributors and the various individuals that volunteered 
their time to make this such a wonderful day for everyone. 
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Luhrs School Box Drive 
  

On November 10, 12, 13, and 16, 2009 the Honors Colloquium teamed with the Grace B. 
Luhrs University Elementary School fifth graders to sponsor a school supplies drive for 
childcare centers in Santo Domingo. The drive was held in Luhrs Elementary in the 
mornings before school started. Students in kindergarten through sixth grade were able 
to donate $5 toward the purchase of a supplies kit at a table set up in the main lobby of 
the elementary school run by Honors Colloquium students and members of the fifth grade 
class. 

The kits included construction paper, scissors, pencils, erasers, and crayons. The 
students' donations also gave them the opportunity to decorate a canvas bag with a 
personal message for the children receiving the bags at the Dominican childcare centers. 
The bags will be taken with the Honors Colloquium students to Santo Domingo in January 
when the class implements the project. 
  

Results...

Together with the Luhrs students, over 50 bags have been decorated and filled with 
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Shippensburg University – Honors – Luhrs School Box Drive

supplies for the childcare centers. This means at $5 a bag, the drive raised over $300 
towards the project! Donations are still being collected at Grace B. Luhrs University Elementary School and the bags are 
still being decorated as well throughout the coming weeks. 
  
For more pictures from this event, see our Photo Gallery.
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In the News

 
Press Releases

Grace B. Luhrs School Drive Release No. 2 
Colloquium Project Release  
Dominican Day Release 
Grace B. Luhrs School Drive Release No. 1 

News Coverage 

Honors Chronicle Conference Story  
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Shippensburg University – Honors – Dominican Day(2)
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Dominican Day 

Below are pictures from the Honors Colloquium's Dominican Day held in the Ceddia Union 
Building on November 17, 2009. The day was packed with food, activities and 
opportunities to learn about the Dominican Republic and our project, Reach Out: 
Enhancing Education in the Dominican Republic. The campus community as well as 
students from the Grace B. Luhrs University Elementary School were invited to attend. To 
see the full album from the night, please see our Facebook Album.
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