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SU Students Collaborate with Elementary Students for School Box Drive
This past week, Shippensburg University Honors Program students and students from Grace B. Luhrs University Elementary School teamed up to finish a school box drive in which they collected school supplies for child development centers in the Dominican Republic.

The Luhrs children worked with the SU students on Wednesday, December 16 to pack dozens of boxes with supplies they purchased with their own money. The SU students are involved in the Honors Colloquium “Reach Out: Enhancing Education in the Dominican Republic” and will travel to the Dominican Republic in early January to deliver the supplies to the child development centers and share a curriculum they have designed for English literacy.

The supplies for the kits were sold from November 10-16. During that week, fifth graders and Honors Program students worked a table at Luhrs every morning from 7:30-8:00 a.m., and the elementary students were able to donate $5 toward the purchase of a supplies kit that included construction paper, scissors, pencils, erasers, and crayons. The students’ donations also gave them the opportunity to decorate a canvas bag with a personal message for the children receiving the bags at the Dominican centers.
Kady Taylor and Abigail Montler, two SU sophomore students in the colloquium, facilitated the project. Kady said, “The school drive was not only about collecting needed materials for the five child development centers, but also about creating a sustainable local partnership that would be mutually beneficial. With a set goal of making 100 kits, we were able to obtain all the materials needed, making the drive a success!”
The kits will be taken to Santo Domingo during the week of January 10-16, when Reach Out will be implementing their curriculum. The curriculum is a blend of academic and life skills and includes materials for English/Spanish education, technology education, sports, and materials to make learning active and fun for the children. All the materials are written in Spanish and English so the children and teachers can improve their English language skills, and all of the materials are self-explanatory and self-correcting.
For more information about Reach Out: Enhancing Education in the Dominican Republic and how the SU Honors students are making a difference overseas, visit www.ship.edu/honors/reachout or www.sureachout.blogspot.com.
