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Classes Taught, Undergraduate & Graduate

• Introduction to Criminal Justice Evidence Law

• Policing a Democracy Mock Trial

• Criminal Law & Procedure Univ 101

• Criminal Justice Policy, Professionalism and Ethics

• Psychology and the Law Race, Ethnicity and Crime

• Graduate Seminar Death-penalty Seminar

• The Law in Black & White Legal Trends & Issues



KNOW YOUR EVALUATION QUESTIONS!
1. The professor is willing to answer questions and assist students upon 

request
2. The professor uses examples and practical applications in class
3. The professor encourages students to analyze, interpret and apply 

concepts
4. *The professor provides feedback on exams and assignments
5. The course requirements including grading were explained at the 

beginning of the semester
6. The professor was effective teaching this course









General Tips for Classroom Management

• Start every class with a student talking in front of the class, 
e.g., news of the day, answer to previous or current class 
discussion question

• If you use PowerPoints, upload slides to campus 
management system (Canvas, D2L) BEFORE class for student 
download

• Your class roster is your best friend. Important to call on 
EVERY student, EVERY class: Prevents certain students from 
dominating class time, which destroys morale.



The Basics of the Socratic Method

•Should require students to bring class 
reading/books to class, ask students to 
read selected passages

•Ask specific questions about the 
material, not personal opinion



The Basics of the Socratic Method
• If students have not done the reading, move from specific 

questions to general questions about class concepts
• If a student still fails to answer, ask why they’re studying their 

major, or hopes for their career
Example of series of questions asking 1 student who refuses to 
answer:
Q. Name one of Robert Peel’s Principles of Policing? (specific)
Q. What is the role of police in society? (less specific)
Q. Give me an example that you have heard of police in the news?
Q. Why did you decide to study criminal justice?





Essay Exams

• Ditch the multiple choice exams – students do not like them and think 
they’re unfair because many answers have to be tricky!

• We’re all busy, but the frontloading of the work makes the excellent 
teaching evaluations worth it

• Reduce grading time by creating a rubric first, one that other graders 
can use

• Take general principles from class and choose news stories (current or 
not) for the students to analyze and apply the principles

• You can have fun writing creative hypotheticals











Feel Free to Contact Me for Help and Ideas

Stephanie A. Jirard
1871 Old Main Drive

Shippensburg, PA 17257
717 477 1558

sajira@ship.edu
THANK YOU

mailto:sajira@ship.edu
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