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  Design Guidelines 

APPENDIX 3 

 

COLOR SELECTION EXPECTATIONS 

 
In all designs, the University prefers to select colors during the project design and include them in 
the contract documents.  The design firm should provide and present a chip board during the 
design process.  Selecting the colors during design eliminates the need (and time loss) to do it 
during construction.  Once the finish schedules are agreed on, we will not generally need to go to 
an internal customer for additional input during construction since we can match against the chip 
board.  However, all colors selected in this way will be approved by the Facility Director. 
 
Where colors have not been selected in advance of the project start, then the process will be that 
colors are recommended by the design firm, evaluated by the design project manager and 
presented to the Facility Director for approval.   
 
Some issues that affect color selection and approval include: Architect input, customer’s initial 
input, maintainability, ease for custodial cleaning, ease for trade shop maintenance, resistance to 
vandalism or recovery from vandalism, matching existing paint color formulae, minimizing new 
paint color formulae.   
 
The University primarily uses the following colors.  PPG colors are used but can be matched by 
other paint manufacturers:  Luster for all drywall finishes is eggshell and semi-gloss for block.  
Trim and doors also to be semi-gloss.  Painted ceilings to be flat. 
 

• Primary Walls:  PPG 1001-3 Thin Ice (eggshell) 

• Base/Accent:  PPG1001-5 NG Dover Grey (Darker Grey) (semi-gloss) 

• Windows/Door/Accent:  PPG1001-4 NG Flagstone (Medium Grey) (semi-gloss) 

• Ceilings:  PPG2-112 Commercial White (flat) 
 
Where University branding colors are authorized, these colors have been used: 
 

• Trim/Accent PPG 1186-7 NG Red Licorice and also PPG 7172 Safety Red in Seth Grove 
Stadium area. 

• Trim/Doors/Accent:  PPG 1165-6 Stain Glass (Blue) as well as blue matches closer to 
PMS 289 used at the Stadium area.  Colorance for these are available upon request if 
needed. 

 
Current PMS number for SU standard colors is: 
 

• Red:  PMS 185 

• Blue:  PMS 289 
 
 


