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WHEN YOU DON’T  

KNOW WHERE TO  

TURN,  

CALL 211  

RESOURCE HELPLINE  

News To Know... 

@:Shippensburg University 

 

@ShipHSandPreK 

For winter weather updates please follow 

your local school districts delays and clos-

ings and follow us at the pages below:  







www.bigspringsd.org/Page/2120 

www.carlisleschools.org/student_services/
registration/kindergarten_readiness 

www.shipk12.org/student-enrollment-
information 

www.smsd.us/welcome/
central_registration 

Kindergarten registration for the 2021-2022 school year is fast approaching. 
Below you will find the links to start the process for your school.   



From the Education          

CREATIVITY IS CRAFTLESS (PROCESS VS. PRODUCT) 

   Remember when you first attempted to put together your child’s first “instructions 

enclosed, all parts included, no batteries required” toy? So many steps had to be done a 

certain way that you had to refer to the instructions many times. And if you are like most 

of us, you felt uncertain, inept, and uncoordinated. 

   When a child is asked to duplicate a given pattern, following a series of steps that result 

in an end product, the same feelings emerge.  Class craft projects may be cute to put in 

the family scrapbook or nice to send to Grandma, but they do little for your child’s self-

esteem, and cognitive development and creativity. 

   That is why blank paper, 

scissors, paint, markers, glue, 

and a variety of other materials 

to choose from are available at 

all times in our classrooms.  

Children are encouraged to use 

the materials to make their own 

creations. 

   When we do a special art 

activity with children, we may 

introduce a new material or 

even demonstrate possible ways 

to use some tools and materials, but the children themselves decide what they want to 

create and how.  The children care more, learn more, and enjoy an activity more when 

they produce their own creations – not copies of ours. 

For more information or any concerns in reference to your child’s educational experience, please 

contact your home visitor, teacher, or an Education Coordinator at 717-477-1626. 



Coordinator’s Desk 

STAGES OF CHILDREN’S WRITING 

  Educators look at writing very differently than they did a generation ago. The things that young 

children seem to do naturally when given paper and markers are now viewed as true forms of 

writing. 

  There are at least five different stages of writing: 

Drawing: Children draw and “read” their drawings as a form of communication. They may 

draw an unrecognizable form and say, “I played in the home center today with my friends.” 

Or they may draw a treelike form and say, “This says remember to take me to the park.” 

Invented letters: Many young children 

make up their own letters. A circle 

with a line drawn down from the bot-

tom (resembling a lollipop) is a com-

mon invented letter. Again, children 

believe they are writing. 

Random letters: As children become 

more aware of the alphabet, they 

often write the letters in long strings, 

usually at random. 

Invented spelling: Invented spelling 

takes many forms but is related to the 

sounds the children hears in each 

word. At the beginning of this stage, 

children may write one letter to rep-

resent one word. Later, words are 

represented by two letters, the initial 

and ending letter sounds. As the 

child’s writing continues to mature, 

most sounds are represented in their 

invented spelling. 

Common spelling: The child begins writ-

ing more and more words spelled as 

adults spell. 







 





 www.facebook.com/

events/240802444160200 



 
Thursday, April 22nd 

4pm - 8pm 
  

Friday, April 23rd 
9am - 6pm 

  
Saturday, April 24th 

8am - 1pm 

Yellow Breeches 
Sports Center 
700 Shawnee Court 
New Cumberland, PA 
17070 





 

July13 

Aug 16 

9pm  

 

Shippensburg  

Memorial Park 

FR 

Cows In Carlisle 

JUNE 5  

3pm-7pm 

2 N Hanover St.  

Bring kids to pet baby calves and win prizes 

in the fitness zone and education zone!  
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Becoming a Dad Meant Losing 

My Edge (And It was Worth It) 

 

By Erik Vance 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/parenting/fathers-day-identity.html 

 When I first heard my wife was in labor, I was 700 miles away, preparing 
for a 10-day dive trip. I was waiting for the weather to clear so I could get on a 
boat with a National Geographic photographer to travel to a remote island to 
shoot manta rays. 

 Why would I schedule a reporting expedition so close to such an important 
event? Well, the obstetrician said the baby would be late, so I would have at 
least five days to spare. You see, I swore that fatherhood wouldn’t change me. I 
was an environmental journalist, adventurer, explorer and former mountain 
guide. I said things like, “The baby will have to adapt to my lifestyle, not the 
other way ’round.” But from the start, the kid had other plans. 

 We were living in Mexico City at the time, so, after getting the call, I 
bought a ticket for a last-minute flight, bribed a cop to take me to the airport and 
caught a ride with a taxi driver who drove 25 miles per hour through bumper-to
-bumper traffic blasting the theme song to James Bond the whole way. To this 
day I’m not sure how I made it in time. 

 And then I was a father. I had always assumed I would go right back to 
what I was doing, and for a while I did. I published a book about belief and 
medicine and went deep into the story of the endangered vaquita marina, or 
Mexican porpoise. But it wasn’t the same — something had shifted. 

 It’s hard to say who the greatest living mountaineer is. Different people 
have particular specialties on big mountains, steep overhangs or tiny boulders. 
For my money, it’s Tommy Caldwell. In 2005, the summer before I started 
journalism school, I climbed El Capitan in Yosemite National Park. Caldwell 
was up there at the same time, climbing arguably the hardest long route 
anywhere — the Nose of El Capitan. He and his partner were only the second 
team to do it. 

 In 2013, Caldwell’s first child was born. That same year he climbed an 
entire Patagonian ridgeline, including the ice monster, Fitz Roy, for the first time 



Becoming a Dad Meant Losing 

My Edge (And It was Worth It) 

 

By Erik Vance 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/parenting/fathers-day-identity.html 

ever — seven massive peaks in one go. Then he climbed a route on El Capitan 
called the Dawn Wall, which spurred a documentary film and still might be the 
hardest climb of its kind in the world. Two career-making achievements in one 
year, with a baby in his life. 

 “You think you’re busy, and then when you have kids you redefine that,” 
said Caldwell. “Having this kid has turned me into a higher producing 
individual — I kind of really love it.” 

 When his son was born, he worried that he might lose his edge, the way I 
did two years later. That he would be 5,000 feet off the ground in some perilous 
moment and he would hear his baby’s laugh in his head and wouldn’t be able to 
continue. But fear of his own fear drove him to push himself. 

 Lately he’s started to throttle back, however. He wrote a book, he’s turning 
down expeditions to Patagonia, and he’s doing more speaking gigs and 
environmental work. He’s wondering if being a professional athlete is really as 
important as it once was. I asked him if he regrets becoming a dad and a 
husband. 

 “I’d certainly be going off to the Himalayas two or three times a year, I’d 
be going on big expeditions all the time,” he said. “I’d probably be dead right 
now if I didn’t have a wife and kids. And my life is so wonderful.” 

 When I bring up my own existential worries about losing myself to 
parenthood, Caldwell looks puzzled. He doesn’t worry about his identity nor 
the kind of father he is becoming. Anxiety and regret aren’t a very big part of his 
life, he said. A career chasing mountains has taught him to live comfortably in 
the moment. 
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Shippensburg Head Start Program 
Shippensburg  University 

1871 Old Main Drive 
Box 58 

Shippensburg, PA 17257 
Phone: 717-477-1626 

Fax: 717-477-4097 
E-mail:  headstart@ship.edu 

Website:  
www.ship.edu/headstart 

SERVING: 

Now Recruiting for Early Head 

Start, Head Start and Pre-K!  

2021-2022 

   Who Should Apply?  

 

Head Start/Early Head Start:  Pregnant women and children 

ages birth to 5 years  whose household income is at or below the 

federal poverty guideline ($24,500 or under for a family of 4) 

 

Pre-K Counts: Children ages 4 and 5 entering kindergarten 

the following year, whose household income is at or below 

300% of the federal poverty level (approx. $78,600 or under for a 

family of 4) 

 

 

How to apply: 

Call Shippensburg Head Start  717-477-1626  

or stop in and apply 

Cora Grove Spiritual Center, Shippensburg University                   

Shippensburg, Pa. 17257 

 

 

Call Today! 

 

These programs are FREE, but space is limited! 


