
ONE-YEAR MASTER’S IN APPLIED HISTORY 
Shippensburg University’s Master’s in Applied History trains students as 
professional historians who engage the public. Our new 4+1 program allows 
graduating seniors to begin coursework during their last year as undergraduates, 
finishing their master’s in two additional semesters with a summer internship. 

4+1 PROGRAM
Students develop a strong foundation in history and learn to 
pass on their knowledge as public historians trained at some of 
the finest public history institutions in the nation, within a three-
hour drive of campus.  

• Take graduate coursework during your senior year.

• Take 18 credits of graduate coursework the following year.

• Intern during the summer following your graduate year.

CONCENTRATIONS
• Historic Preservation and  

Culture Resource Management

• Museum Studies

• Local and Community History

INTERNSHIPS
• SU Fashion Archives and Museum

• Library of Congress

• Pennsylvania State Museum

• C&O Canal National Historic Park

• Eisenhower National Historic Site

CAREERS
• Gettysburg National Military Park 

• Pennsylvania House of  
Representatives Archives

• Seminary Ridge Museum

• Lutheran Seminary Archives

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PROGRAM,  
OR TO APPLY, CONTACT: gradadmiss@ship.edu SHIP.EDU

“Through diverse and challenging coursework, Shippensburg University’s Applied History program provided  
me with the research, writing, analytical, and collaborative skills that I use daily in my work at the  
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ARCHIVES.” —Jennifer Ott



Applied History 4+ 1 Graduate Program  
 

One- Year Master’s in Applied History: Shippensburg University’s Master’s in Applied 
History trains students as professional historians who engage the public. The 4+1 program 
allows graduating seniors to begin coursework during their last year as undergraduates, finishing 
their master’s in two additional semesters with a summer internship.  
 
Students develop a strong foundation in history and learn to pass on their knowledge as public 
historians trained at some of the finest public history institutions in the nation, within a three-
hour drive of campus. The typical structure for the program includes taking graduate 
coursework during your senior year, taking a full course load of 18 credit of graduate 
coursework the following year, and completing your internship during the summer following 
your graduate year.  
 
 
Applying to the 4+1 Program: 

• Candidates for the 4+1 program need to apply for it during the second 
semester of their junior year (or in the first semester of their senior year). 

• Students must have a 3.0 GPA to apply for the program and maintain a 3.0 
GPA through graduation. 

 
Senior Year: 

• During their senior year, in consultation with their advisor, students will take 
two 400, 500, or 600 level classes (6 credits) in addition to their 
undergraduate courses that they have left. These courses will count both 
toward their undergraduate degree and their MA degree. 

• Providing that they have 120 undergraduate credits and have fulfilled all 
requirements, students will graduate with a BA at the end of their senior 
year. 

 
Graduation: 

• Students attending the MA program full time will be able to graduate in one 
calendar year including two summer classes/internships.     

• Students in the 4+1 program are highly advised to pursue the internship 
option. 

 
 


