
The 2013 National Honors Conference: 
Conflict, Transformation, Creolization

    The 2013 National Collegiate Honors Council Conference (NCHC) was 
held from November 6-10 in New Orleans, LA. Megan Fick and Hannah 
Brant, Honors seniors; Shelby Coghill, Honors junior; and Dr. Kim Klein, 
Honors director, represented the Shippensburg University Honors Program 
at the conference. NCHC is the national professional organization for Hon-
ors Programs and Colleges that pulls students and faculty from colleges 
around the country together.
     During the four-day conference, attendees had the opportunity to explore 
the city, attend panels and round- table discussions, as well as view student 
poster presentations. On the first day of the conference, students had the 
opportunity to participate in City as Text, a program created by long-time 
Honors directors, Bernice Braid and Ada Long, to encourage students visit-
ing a new city to see the city through a native’s eyes. Students were broken 
into different groups based on interests. They then went to their destinations 
to explore and speak with locals. Coghill said, “My favorite part of the con-
ference was City as Text, which allowed us to explore the city beyond what 
a tourist would typically get to experience.” The City as Text excursions also 
helped introduce attendees to students from around the country. Fick said, 
“Instead of grouping students with people from their own college, people 
were split up and put with others they had never met. This encouraged me 
to be more outgoing when talking to locals and to try something new—like 
eating frog legs.” 
     In addition to exploring the city, there were many posters, panels, pre-
sentations, and discussions to attend. Coghill said, “Fellow students and 
professors at the conference provided me with many great ideas for future 
service-learning projects that I hope to incorporate into Shippensburg’s HSO 
Service Committee.” Attendees were excited to talk about their programs and 
to share ideas to shape the futures of Honors Programs around the country. 
    The most important part of the conference for our Honors Program came 
Saturday night when Hannah Brant and Megan Fick accepted the first place 
award for The Honors Chronicle. The Honors Chronicle took first place in the 
online, student-produced division of the competition. “This is a huge honor 
and a reflection of all of the hard work that goes into producing each issue 
of the Chronicle. This award wouldn’t have been possible without all the hard 
work from our committee,” Fick said. Brant and Fick also made a presenta-
tion on Friday as a part of a panel on “What It Takes To Produce An Award-
Winning Newsletter” in conjunction with the award. 
     There are many ways to become involved in NCHC and the conference 
such as giving a presentation, designing a research poster, or becoming a stu-
dent member. Coghill says that “the NCHC conference is a unique and ben-
eficial experience.” Brant also added, “the NCHC conference is the showcase 
of best practices in Honors Programs around the nation and world.  It is a 
great place to share ideas, meet new people, and be inspired , not to mention; 
a lot of fun!” If you are interested in more information about the conference 
or NCHC in general, please contact Dr. Klein, Megan, Hannah or Shelby. 

By Megan Fick, Honors SeniorCongratulations to the Honors 
Recepients of University Under-

graduate Research Grants 

• Rachel Aleardi, “Determination of the Copper 
Resistance Mechanism in Xanthomonas arbo-
ricola py. Pruni.”

• Sarah Antonelli, “Military and Civilian Views 
on US Military Sustainability and General At-
titudes” and “Meaningfulness of Death and 
Worldview Defense in College Students.”

• Shelby Coghill, “Comparing Educational Moti-
vation Across Cultures.”

• Elizabeth Cooper, “A Study of Strategies De-
signed for Teaching Children in Gifted Pro-
grams: Implementation of These Strategies in a 
Regular Education Classroom.” 

• Hannah Dreibelbis, Katherine DeVito, Amanda 
Schwarz, Ashley Stuck, Victoria Walls, and Lau-
ren Wenerd, “Mathematics Education Manual.”

• Hannah Greenberg, “Prevalence of Trichinella 
SP. Infections in the American Black Bear Ursus 
americanus in Pennsylvania” and “Extraction of 
Hydrocortisone from Human Saliva.”

• Jazmine Hall,  “Skin Conductance as a Measure 
of Challenge and Hindrance.”

• Clayton Helm, “Investigating the Effects of 
SCUBA Diving on Populations of Acropora 
Cervicornis in Roatan, Honduras.”

• Lucinda Kauffman, “Cloning and Sequencing 
of Shiga Toxin (stx) Genes in Escherichia Coli 
strains Isolated from Environmental Samples.”

• Shannon Lee and Elias Shissler, “Regulation of 
Genes that Induce Brown Adipose Differentia-
tion from C2C12 Myoblast.”

• Kelsey Mengle, “Synthesis and Structure of 
Single-Molecule Magnets with Varying Alkali 
Metals and Bridging Carboxylate Anions.”

• Nicole Nicholson,  “Testing the Efficacy of 
Three Fly Repellents for Controlling Biting 
Flies in Horse Paddocks” and “The Study of 
Stress Responses in Persons with Symptoms of 
Antisocial Personality Disorder.”

• Lindsay Rosen and Olivia Hunt, “Classification 
of Mental Health Peer Support Goals.”

• Rikki Sargent, “The Relationship between 
Parent-Child Attachment, Peer Group Compe-
tence, and Individual Friendship Competence.”

• Jarret Voight, Hannah Dreibelbis, Lindsey Gem-
mell, Jazmine Hall, and Amanda Schwarz, “The 
Role of Creative Expression in the Classroom.”



     On Friday, November 8, the first annual Honors Student Organization Brainstorm Trivia Bowl took place. Teams comprised of 
students and faculty put on their thinking caps to answer 101 unique trivia questions ranging from superheroes to roller coasters. 
Of course, there were classic academic questions as well to round out areas of expertise.  The teams were very competitive during 
the entire event. Finally, “The Silent E” prevailed. “The Silent E” team members were Dr. Tom Evitts, Dr. Ben Galluzzo, and Dr. Marc 
Renault. All proceeds from the Brainstorm Trivia Bowl were donated to the Wolf Sanctuary of Pennsylvania, located in Lititz. The 
Speedwell Wolves have been under the care of the Darlington family for over 30 years. The different packs consist of wolves and wolf 
hybrids that no longer have a place in the wild. The sanctuary is home to over 40 wolves, who are all provided with shelter, food, and 
veterinary care. Originally created as a private rescue, the 20-plus acres of natural woodland are also an educational facility, with many 
visitors each year.  Congratulations to “The Silent E” and a big thank you to everyone who came out and supported this event! Look 
for more information about this opportunity in the coming years! 

Brainstorm: A Benefit for the Lititz Wolf Sanctuary
By Kailee Tressler, Honors Freshman

  During the Pizza with a Prof session on Nov. 7 in the Franklin Science Center, Honors students sat down with Pro-
fessor Jamonn Campbell of the Psychology Department and learned how college can be one of the best experiences 
life has to offer. 
     When he first started college at Slippery Rock University, Dr. Campbell wanted to be a veterinarian so he planned 
to major in biology. After suffering through his first biology class, Dr. Campbell decided to take a psychology class 
on a whim and ended up loving the subject. Dr. Campbell received his undergraduate degree at Slippery Rock Uni-
versity and entered the working world with a desire to further his education. Before long, Dr. Campbell was search-

ing for graduate programs,“I went back to school, and I never looked back at that point,” Dr. Campbell said. After receiving his Ph.D. in social 
psychology at Miami University, Dr. Campbell came to SU to teach in the Psychology Department. 
     During the Pizza with a Prof session, Dr. Campbell asked students what they hoped to achieve in life and discussed goals with students. Dr. 
Campbell emphasized the importance of education and explained to students how valuable extra-curricular activities can be on a resume. Ironi-
cally, while Dr. Campbell was a college student he was not involved in many activities. He preferred to focus on academics and his social life. 
     Outside of the classroom, Dr. Campbell is involved in psychological research. He recently completed a study on sports fanatics and the men-
tioning of sports teams in obituaries. 
 Now that Dr. Campbell is an adviser, he sees the positive impact extra-curricular activities have on students and he encourages his advisees to 
get involved on campus. Dr. Campbell truly believes that college is one of the best times in a person’s life.
     Through pizza and conversation, a few individuals in the Honors Program were able to get to know a professor they had never met before and 
take a little bit of his wisdom with them.

By Mary Grace Keller, Honors Freshman



Watts Up? – Conferences

     Imagine that you’ve been magically transported to a land where you are surrounded by like-minded individuals who want nothing more than to 
engage you in conversation, listen to what you’ve learned, and contemplate the higher mysteries of life.  If you haven’t guessed it by now, you are at 
a conference. 

    The bottom line is this: attend conferences as often as possible. There are plenty of opportunities to be had at a conference, including, but not 
limited to: 
 -Networking. While at conferences, you have opportunities to meet individuals who can become professional contacts in your pursuit for 
 a  career. 
 -Friends! That’s right, folks. Outside of networking, you’ll be able to get out of the lab/studio/office/dungeon and actually meet real living  
 people who may become friends with you! 
 -New modes of thought. While attending panels, individuals will present new ideas that you may have never even considered. Listen. Take  
 notes. Ask questions, and accept that your ideas will be challenged.

     Now that you know the advantages, you may be asking yourself how you would go about finding a conference to attend, or perhaps not. I can’t 
presume to know anything about your thought processes. At any rate, the best way to find out about conferences is extremely easy: ask a professor. A 
professor within your field of study can point you in the right direction. Clubs, such as The Reflector, will also attend conferences.
     Ultimately, take the time to look up what conferences that you can attend, and try to attend. A conference can be an unforgettable experience 
where you can meet friends, form connections, and learn all manner of new things. Be part of a conglomeration of great minds!

By John Watts, Honors Junior

International Service Learning Summit
Amanda Schwarz, Honors Junior

    I never thought that I would experience my first snowfall almost a week before Halloween. Why did this happen, you ask? I was up north a bit 
in the lovely state of Illinois to attend the International Service Learning Summit hosted by Northwestern University. At the conference, I was 
able to learn more about international service learning and how to use this information to add new ideas to Reach Out. Reach Out, for those 
who are unfamiliar, is an international service learning intiative started by the Honors Program to improve the quality of teaching and learning 
at a school that serves low-income children in the Dominican Republic. I attended the service-learning conference with Stephanie Erdice, the 
director of the Women’s Center, and our advisor, Dr. Gretchen Pierce. 
    Since I have not attended many conferences it was interesting to jump in to such a creative environment. The conference had a very unique 
format. We attended panel sessions and listened to speakers talk about key issues in international service learning. We were then broken up into 
small groups, or focus sessions, to develop three questions based on the information we heard. The purpose of this conference was not to answer 
the questions, but to develop talking points for the next conference in 2015. I thought this format was interesting, and I appreciated how interac-
tive it was. I felt like I was contributing important ideas and that people were listening what I had to say even though I was the youngest attendee 
at the conference.
    In addition to participating in these breakout sessions, I met a lot of interesting people from all over the country and the world. I presented 
our group’s final thoughts to the entire conference, and my partner was an administrator at a college in South Africa. There were many adminis-
trators, deans, and professors present. A multitude of organizations and companies that deal with international service learning or work with col-
leges also attended. I had no idea how big a field this was! I talked to so many people and learned about so many new opportunities all over the 
world. It was definitely a worthwhile experience. I would not have been able to attend the conference if it wasn’t for the generosity of the Honors 
Program. I am extremely thankful for the experience and will take what I learned in Illinois with me for the rest of my life.





The Annual Pumpkin Carving Competition

     The teams chose their pumpkins, and began to size them up. What to carve? 
Of course, this was a competition, so the decision was very important. The 
wind whipped around the teams as they froze their fingers, carefully scoop-
ing the insides from their pumpkins. Gradually, the students turned ordinary 
squash into Halloween works of art. Everything from video game motifs to 
traditional spooky scenes appeared on the orange backgrounds. After the 
judging, the winners were given ribbons and bragging rights for their efforts. 

Important Information Presidents Hall

(717) 477-1604

Dr. Kim Klein - Director
kmklei@ship.edu

Cindy Poe - Secretary
cmpoe@ship.eduHo
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Reach Out Updates

     Reach Out is so excited to be ending our semester on many high notes! Our math and creative 
expression manuals are almost completed and the creators, Hannah Dreibelbis and Jarret Voight, 
respectively, are going to be presenting workshops to the class in the next few weeks. If you see these 
students around campus, congratulate them on a job well done!
      Reach Out hosted a table at the Latino Explosion and World Party and educated students as well as 
the campus community about the Dominican Republic and our project there. The table also offered 
opportunities to make decorative masks. 
     A group of 12 students and 3 faculty members will be travelling to the Domincan Republic in the 
beginning of January and are excited to bring you updates in next semester’s edition of  The Chronicle. 
Keep your eyes open for their awesome adventures!
     Request to alumni: Reach Out is creating a binder and photo album of past trips and events. If 
you have any stories or pictures to share, please email Shelby Coghill at sc8158@ship.edu. Thanks in 
advance!
     We are always welcoming new members to our group. Whether you want to help fundraise, pro-
mote events, or just keep up-to-date on what we are doing, join us on Thursdays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
in Lehman Library 106. 

Donuts for Sale!

     On the morning of November 5, the Fundrais-
ing Committee sold donuts outside the university 
library.  The sale was quite successful, and all of 
the donuts were sold! 

Congratulations to our December 2013 graduates: Sarah Antonelli, Taylor Hudson, and Alexa Wellington!

Thank you to Sarah Antonelli, Lindy Gemmell, and Megan Lawrence for representing the Honors Program at the University Open 
Houses in November.

Congratulations to Connor Fox for receiving first place with his Skyrim-themed pumpkin in the annual Pumpkin Carving Contest!

Congratulations to Lara John and Nicholas McGarrell who received the Honors Study Arboad Scholarship for Spring 2014!  



     
  Attending conferences is a great way for students to enhance their learning beyond the classroom. Students 
can find conferences in any field or subject and at any level. Some conferences are held on campus and hosted 
by groups of students and faculty, and some are regional and national and hosted by groups all around the 
world. We have attended a variety of conferences both as attendees and presenter and have learned a lot from 
our experiences. It is amazing to see the different types of research being conducted by fellow students; it is 
also interesting to hear from experts and professionals we have studied in our courses. We encourage every-
one to become as involved in conferences as possible during their years at Shippensburg and in their future 
careers. While funding and time are often obstacles, we encourage you to research your options and look for 
ways to attend. For Shippensburg students, the Honors Program is a great resource to make your conference 
dreams come true. After graduation, some employers will sponsor their employees to attend conferences, 
especially as presenters, because they recognize how valuable it can be for their employees to further their 
education. 

-Hannah and Megan

Editors’ Corner


