
    Six students, Lindsay 

Berkstresser, Sabrina Doo-

ley, Samantha Dougherty, 

Joey Sauthoff ,  Kara 

Slowick and Sara Shin, 

from the Honors Collo-

quium, Viruses and History, 

under the leadership of Dr. 

Burg and Dr. Elliott, are 

implementing a semester-

long service learning project 
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Calendar 
 

December 

 
1 - Honors Read: The Book Thief 
6:30 p.m., Shippen Hall 230 

The discussion will be led by Elisabeth 

Davis and Dr. Mark Sachleben. 

 

2 - End of the Semester Movie Night 
7:00 p.m., Seavers Lounge 

The Recreation Committee is showing the 

movie, Ratatouille. Dinner will be provided. 

 

2– Card Making Service Opportunity 
3:30-5:30 p.m., Location TBA 
Honors students will be making cards for 

terminally ill children. If you are interested 

in helping, please contact Miranda Aaron at 

ma6545@ship.edu.  

 

5 - Zumbathon!  
2:00-4:00 p.m., Ship Rec Center 
The Reach Out students are hosting a Zum-

bathon to support their literacy and leader-

ship project in the Dominican Republic.  

The participation fee is $5.00 for students 

and $10.00 for non-students. 
 

7 - HSO Service Project 
5:00-7:00 p.m., King’s Kettle, Shippensburg  

Students will volunteer at the local food 

pantry. 

  

January 
 
10 - Deadline for Applying for the 

2011 PASSHE Summer Honors Pro-

gram in Bermuda 
Applications are due by 11:45 a.m. to 

Sharon Poe, Horton Hall 201.  Please note 

that you may submit your application elec-

tronically. 
 

27 - Honors Spring Reception and  

General Meeting  
3:45 p.m., Tuscarora Room, Reisner Hall 
All Honors students are required to  

attend. 

    President William Ruud 

recently announced that 

Shippensburg University 

Student Services, Inc. 

(SUSSI) and Campus Apart-

ments have agreed to begin 

the first of a three-phase 

construction project that will 

replace all current university 

residence halls. The pro-

ject‘s first phase is set to 

commence in spring 2011. 

Though the project will pro-

vide improved living condi-

tions for more than 900 stu-

dents, it also has unique 

implications for Shippens-

burg University Honors stu-

dents.   

    In the first phase of con-

struction, an Honors resi-

dence hall will be built 

where the Faculty Office 

Building (the red building 

across from Wright Hall) is 

currently located. The Hon-

ors residence hall will fea-

ture suite-style accommoda-

tions and have spacious out-

door recreational areas.  

    The Honors residence hall 

will also contain a variety of 

new features to optimize 

students‘ living and learning 

environment.  An Honors 

seminar room is planned for 

the first floor of the resi-

dence hall.  In addition to 

holding Honors classes, the 

seminar room will also host 

events like Pizza with a Prof 

and Honors Read book and 

movie discussions.  Essen-

tially, students will be able 

to leave their bedrooms, 

walk down the hall, and 

arrive at an Honors seminar 

or event within seconds. The 

Honors office will also be 

conveniently located on the 

first floor of the building. 

The residence hall is sched-

uled to open in fall 2012. 

    ―As Honors Housing 

Commit tee 

co-chair, it 

has been my 

A New Home for Honors:  Construction of   

Honors Residence Hall to Begin in Spring 
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By Angela Darosh, Honors senior and Chelsea Meier, Honors sophomore 

Honors Colloquium Students Plan Service Project 

in partnership with the 

AIDS Community Alli-

ance.   

    With the goal of raising 

awareness around campus 

and throughout the Ship-

pensburg community, the 

Honors Colloquium service 

project students are working 

industriously to educate 

their peers at Shippensburg 

University about 

HIV/AIDS preven-

tion.  The six stu-

dents designed in-

formational posters 

and created web 

groups that discuss 

topics relevant to 

today‘s college 

students.  

    On November 8, 

2010, the service 

p ro j ec t  group 

By Lindsay Berkstresser, Honors senior 

Photo courtesy of Sara Shin  

Honors Colloquium students pose with 

AIDS advocate, Mrs. Susan Mull.  

hosted a guest speaker and 

movie night followed by a 

question-and-answer ses-

sion. The information ses-

sion was designed to pro-

vide a comfortable environ-

ment for students to ask 

questions.  

    The session also pro-

moted awareness of the fact 

that HIV/AIDS continues to 

pervade college campuses. 

Guest Speaker, Mrs. Susan 

Mull, delivered an eye-

opening message about her 

experiences with HIV to the 

students in attendance. Mrs. 

Mull has attended interna-

tional conferences on HIV/

AIDS and has participated 

in forums on women living 

with HIV in 

P h i l a d e l -

phia.  Page 4 
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Photo courtesy of Jamie McNulty  

Jamie in her new home, Arras, France.  
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pleasure to work with fellow Honors stu-

dents to help design an Honors residence 

hall where future students can live and learn 

in a communal and familial-like setting,‖ 

says Honors sophomore, Chelsea Meier. 

―We also hope to promote more interaction 

between faculty and students in the new 

facility.‖  

    In total, the three-phase construction pro-

ject will take approximately five years to 

complete. The expectation is that the new 

residence halls will provide all students with 

living-learning environments that will 

greatly enrich their college experience. 

Most certainly, Shippensburg Honors stu-

dents will reap numerous rewards with such 

an academically enriching environment in 

our future home. 

    The opening of the Honors residence hall 

will also allow the Honors Program to meet 

national standards for Honors Colleges and 

make the transition from program to college 

in fall 2012. 

    The Honors Program would like to thank 

President William Ruud and everyone who 

has made this project possible.  

Honorable Alum:  Jamie Mcnulty 

    As the semester draws to a close, students 

across campus are overwhelmed by the in-

evitable deluge of work: term papers, pro-

jects, and the dreaded final exams. It is dif-

ficult, sometimes, to find perspective about 

what all the hard work is for.  

    To help gain some perspective, I inter-

viewed Jamie McNulty, a Shippensburg 

University alumnus who graduated in spring 

2010. She credits her experience in the Hon-

ors Program for broadening the scope of her 

education, saying ―the skills learned from 

the Honors Program reached beyond a tradi-

tional curriculum and it is that ‗thinking 

outside the box‘ mentality that has pushed 

me to achieve my goals post-graduation.‖ 

This pursuit of her goals has appeared to 

indeed serve Jamie well, as she was selected 

by the Cultural Services Division of the 

French Embassy for a prestigious French-

language teaching assistantship in the city 

of Arras, in northern France.  

    Jamie credits her desire to teach in France 

to a study abroad experience that she had in 

2008. She studied in Grenoble, which is 

located in the French Alps. ―It was gor-

geous,‖ she said of the location. For her 

studies, she was enrolled in a local univer-

sity where she studied French language and 

culture. Though she described the class 

work as ―intense,‖ she found that ―the learn-

ing experience of being surrounded by the 

real culture and language was one that 

couldn't compare to standard classroom 

learning.  It also greatly increased my global 

perspective.‖  

    However, not all the time Jamie spent in 

France was spent in the classroom. She took 

advantage of being able to travel across 

Europe to cities as diverse as Grenoble, 

Nice, Monaco, and London. She also went 

skiing twice in the Alps. But perhaps one of 

the best parts of her study abroad experience 

was the friendships she made. 

    Jamie said that her favorite memories 

were from the evenings spent cooking din-

ner together and talking with other students. 

The students lived together in a central 

dorm, which facilitated communication 

among them, despite their varied back-

grounds and fields of study. Jamie noted 

that ―I was very lucky to have such diverse 

cultural interaction and to meet people not 

just from France, but other countries all 

around the world.‖ 

    For all of these reasons—from the places 

to the people, to the classrooms and the 

culture—Jamie highly recommends study-

ing abroad to any major for as long as pos-

sible. In fact, she said that she wishes that 

she could have studied in France longer, 

and stayed there the full year. 

    At the conclusion of our interview, I 

asked Jamie if she had any advice for  cur-

rent Honors students. She counseled, ―I 

would tell them to take advantage of every 

opportunity they have as a student, as those 

experiences are invaluable to your overall 

education at university and are not to be 

passed up.‖  

    Jamie plans to find a position teaching 

French to Anglophones in France or the 

United States, putting all those hard years 

of studying to good use. 

By Krista Bussewitz, Honors sophomore 

2010 Graduate Utilizes Honors Program Experiences in France 

May 15 - June 3, 2011 
 

Applications are available in the  
Honors Office, Horton 201.  

Application deadline:  January 10, 2011 

 

This study abroad opportunity will involve a 

week of study and coursework at Millersville 

University and field experiences in Bermuda.  



Dr. Bertram and Dr. Seibert pose with Hon-

ors students at the November Pizza with a 

Prof. 

great that professors are able to enrich stu-

dents‘ undergraduate research experience 

by involving them in their own projects.‖ 

    Overall, the November Pizza with a Prof 

was another successful Honors event!  If 

you have suggestions for professors whom 

you would like to invite to  host a Pizza 

with a Prof, please contact Dr. Klein.  In-

formation about the spring semester Pizza 

with a Prof sessions will be posted on the 

Honors web site soon! 

What made you smile today?  
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Pizza with a Prof: Dr. Corrine Bertram & Dr. Ashley Seibert 

    This past month, Honors students were, 

once again, able to take a break from their 

busy academic schedules and enjoy a pizza 

dinner hosted by Shippensburg University 

professors. On Wednesday, November 10, 

Pizza with a Prof was hosted by Dr. Cor-

rine Bertram and Dr. Ashley Seibert, pro-

fessors in the Psychology Department. The 

event took place in Franklin Science Cen-

ter, home of the Psychology Department. 

    One of the best aspects of Pizza with a 

Prof is the fact that students and professors 

are able to have relaxed conversations on a 

variety of topics. The conversation at this 

particular Pizza with a Prof revolved pre-

dominantly around study abroad experi-

ences. Students discussed their past experi-

ences as well as future plans for studying 

abroad. Honors students who had not yet 

studied abroad expressed significant inter-

est in doing so, however, the notion was 

that financial limitations occur when at-

tempting to study abroad. It is important to 

note that students can apply for up to $400 

through the Honors Program to help cover 

travel expenses when studying abroad. 

Additionally, students can earn up to six 

Honors credits! Both professors offered up 

their thoughts, agreeing that students 

should take any opportunity available to 

study abroad.    

    Dr. Bertram and Dr. Seibert also dis-

cussed their psychological research experi-

ences and interests. One of Dr. Bertram‘s 

current focuses is on self-defense and rape 

avoidance behaviors among women and 

girls. Some of her other research interests 

include examining the scope of justice in 

feminist and women‘s organizations, femi-

nist social psychology, and youth partici-

patory educational projects. 

    Dr. Seibert, on the other hand, is inter-

ested in parent-child attachment during 

middle childhood. More specifically, she 

is interested in how parent-child attach-

ment affects children in terms of emotional 

development and relationships.  

     ―I am not a psychology major, but I 

found it interesting to hear about the pro-

fessors‘ personal research projects,‖ said 

Holly Plank, Honors sophomore. ―It is 

Photos courtesy of Angela Darosh 

By Angela Darosh, Honors senior 

Speak Out! 

Noret Flood 

Honors sophomore 

 

Dr. Christine Senecal 

Honors professor 

By Carley Heck and Rachel Slotkin, Honors freshmen 

 

Joseph Sauthoff 

Honors senior 
 

  

 

Sarah Maize 

Honors freshman 

Thinking of all 

the fun I will 

have with my 

family over 

Thanksgiving 

break. 

 

 

I found a great 

pile of crunchy 

leaves today and 

stepped in them. 

The sound is just 

so satisfying and 

indicative of fall 

in Shippensburg!  
Abby Montler 

Honors junior 

 

The set building 

for Act V‘s pro-

ductions of  

Rumors and The 

Adding Machine 

is way ahead of 

schedule!  

My daughter‘s 

laugh.  

Eating a  

wonderful break-

fast of eggs  

Benedict. 



Service, cont’d 

During their performance, the SU marching 

band spells out “SHIP.” 

Photo courtesy of Lindsay Rosen, Honors freshman 
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    The Gulf Coast is home to numerous 

people and species of animals. In 2005 Hur-

ricane Katrina destroyed and disrupted 

many homes and natural habitats in the 

area.  Even today, the Gulf Coast needs as 
much aid as possible in order to restore it to 

its condition before the hurricane.  The 

three of us were given the opportunity to go 

on a service trip to Mississippi. Along with 

a group of approximately fifty students 

from Shippensburg University, we traveled 

to help inhabitants of the gulf, while en-

hancing our own understanding of the disas-

ter and its effects.   

    The trip took place over fall break this 

past October.  Each day there were two 
types of service activity opportunities, hu-

manitarian or environmental.  The environ-

mental group went to an art museum lo-

cated on the waterfront.  They got rid of 

weeds that had built up near the front of the 

museum, mulched, and landscaped for hours.  

On the same day, they participated in a trail 

clean-up to cut back unruly branches. Addi-
tionally, they mulched the trail to reinforce the 

paths.  The environmental group also had the 

opportunity to get rid of gingko trees (an inva-

sive species in Mississippi) by using saws and 

hedge clippers.   

    The humanitarian group helped out at a 

community children‘s fair for an afternoon.  

This enabled students to interact with local 

kids and families, hearing how recent events 

have personally affected their lives, both posi-

tively and negatively. It was such a joy to see 
these kids, their lives full of unfortunate 

events, having the time of their lives with a 

game as simple as kick ball. It made us realize 

Club Plug 

    You may have heard the sounds of the 

Shippensburg University Red Raider 

Marching Band around campus and at 

football games this semester. The band has 

been working hard since mid-August put-

ting together a special halftime show in 

honor of our band director, Mr. Trever 

Famulare, to recognize his ten years here at 

Shippensburg. ―Fam,‖ as he is affection-

ately called, chose his favorite pieces of 

music over the past ten seasons including 

―Beethoven‘s Fifth,‖ ―Shipping Up to Bos-

ton,‖ ―Come Sail Away,‖ ―Separate 

Ways,‖ ―Classical Gas,‖ and ―Malaguena‖.  

    The Red Raider Marching Band is one 

of the largest student organization on cam-

pus, with over 150 active band members. 

The group represents a variety of majors 

on campus, none of which is music. The 

band practices every Tuesday and Thurs-

day afternoon from 3:30 to 5:30, as well as 

on Fridays before performances from 3:30 

to 5:30, and Wednesdays for one hour. All 

together, each person puts in over ten 

hours weekly!  

    The SUMB, spends a lot of time travel-

ing on Ultimate Road Trips, whether it is 

to football games, exhibitions, or even des-

tinations outside of Pennsylvania. This 

year, the band had fifteen performances, 

four of which were in the same weekend! 

Traveling is a great way for us to meet 

other bands and make friendships with 

other college students who also have a 

passion for music. This also gives a chance 

to support our football team for another 

PSAC win! One of the things that separates 

the college band experience from high 

school is the football team‘s genuine ap-

preciation for our involvement.  You can 

see this appreciation at the end of each 

game, regardless of the outcome, as the 

band and the team play and sing the SU 

Alma Mater together. 

    Why do we do this, with ten hours or 

more of practice a week, in rain, in snow, 

in heat?  We are the SUMB family and we 

do it for the love of music.  We are the 

centerfold of Shippensburg‘s spirit and 

pride.  And, to top it all off, it has been the 

most fun and best experience of our col-

lege careers.  If you are interested in be-

coming a part of this family, contact Pro-

fessor Trever ―Fam‖ Famulare at 

trfamu@ship.edu.   

    The Honors Colloquium service project 

students are currently collecting donations 

for individuals in South Central Pennsyl-

vania living with AIDS. On December 1,  

2010, an AIDS walk will be held on cam-

pus to raise funds for local AIDS victims. 

By participating in the walk, Honors Pro-

gram students can earn four service par-

ticipation points.  

    If you would like to participate in the 

walk or make a donation, please contact 

Lindsay Berkstresser, lb8240@ship.edu. 

We are accepting monetary donations 

along with canned goods, clothing, and 

other items to help AIDS victims.  

    Your contribution is greatly appreciated. 

Be on the lookout for more information 

about how to become involved with our 

service-learning project!  

By Katie O’Flaherty and Katie Kitner, Honors  
seniors 

Photo courtesy of  SU Marching Band 

Three Honors Students Travel to Gulf  Coast for Service  
By Janae Delmaestro, Shannon Lee, and Lindsay Rosen, Honors freshmen 

Students and faculty pose in front of the 

Friendship Tree at the University of Southern 

Mississippi. 

that we do take so many things for granted; 

we are never satisfied, always wanting 

more.  

    Another activity the humanitarian group 

had the opportunity to participate in was 
helping to rebuild a man‘s home that was 

destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 

We helped with spackling, putting down 

flooring, and other construction tasks. 

While we did this the owner of the home 

came and we heard some of his story. He 

said he had lived with his mother before the 

storm. She had died because of a slow re-

sponse and low quality of help she received. 

He also had to sleep in his bathtub for 

months and has since had to buy a new 
apartment. It was hard to hear his story and 

see that his house is still far from rebuilt. 

    Overall, the Gulf Coast trip was another 

great way for Honors students to be in-

volved in  service and have an impact on 

the environment.  

https://mail.ship.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=41c5fd504ad2431ba0552e5e300bdac7&URL=mailto%3alb8240%40ship.edu


educational programs for Honors students 

held in our national parks.     

    ―The conference was an easy outlet to 

exchange ideas, but it is very important to 

continue to do this so that we don‘t have to 

reinvent the wheel every time we begin a 

new endeavor,‖ Montler said. ―Helpful 

advice is always available, you just have 

to look for it.‖ 

    Along with the fantastic 

opportunities that come 
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    Juniors Abby Montler and Kady Taylor 

traveled to Kansas City, Missouri from 

October 20-24 to attend the 45th annual 

National Collegiate Honors Council Con-

ference along with Honors Director, Dr. 

Kim Klein. The students were invited to 

present about their global service-learning 

project, Reach Out: Enhancing Education 

in the Dominican Republic. The title of 

their presentation was, ―Channeling a Ris-

ing Current in Higher Education: Initiating 

and Sustaining Global Service-Learning 

Projects‖ which complemented the confer-

ence‘s theme of ―Rhythms 

and Currents.‖ 

    Reach Out: Enhancing 

Education in the Dominican 

Republic is a project of the 

Honors Student Organization 

initially created by the Fall 

2010 Honors Colloquium 

class. Montler and Taylor 

participated in the class, designing a cur-

riculum to teach English to under privi-

leged children in five child development 

centers in the Dominican Republic. They 

are a key component in the essential aspect 

of sustaining the program.  

    This year, they are co-chairs of the 

Reach Out committee and plan to travel 

again to Santo Domingo, Dominican Re-

public in January 2011. The goal of the 

sustainability aspect of the program is to 

continue to create additional curricular 

elements each year and travel to the Do-

minican Republic as an alternative winter 

break.  

    This year, the Reach Out committee has 

been diligently working to create a cur-

riculum that focuses on literacy in Span-

ish, and the group has decided to focus on 

one child development center in Santo 

Domingo, the Path of Learning School. 

The ultimate goal of the organization at 

this point is to fund the construction of a 

new school that will greatly enhance the 

students‘ learning environment. 

    Reach Out committee members have 

been meeting once a week throughout the 

fall semester to discuss the developing 

curriculum, goals of the program, fund-

raising, teaching techniques, and even 

learning basic Spanish in order to better 

communicate with the children and teach-

ers in the Dominican Republic.   

    The National Honors Conference pro-

vided a forum in which Montler and Tay-

lor were able to reflect on their experi-

ences, share ideas with others, and receive 

feedback on their work. ―Presenting about 

the Reach Out program offered a fantastic 

opportunity to share the many challenges 

that arise when trying to initiate an inter-

national service learning project,‖ Taylor 

said. ― It was very rewarding to be offered 

the chance to share all of the hard work 

Abby and I, along with our other class-

mates, put into the project. To be able to 

speak about our overall experiences and 

the associated student outcomes with pro-

fessors and students from across the coun-

try was extremely exciting.‖ 

    ―I was very excited to share the Reach 

Out Program with others be-

cause I am so passionate about 

it,‖ Montler said. ―We re-

ceived lots of positive feed-

back from faculty and stu-

dents at other universi-

ties.  Some universities are 

interested in beginning similar 

programs, and it was reward-

ing to be able to give them tips on how to 

do it.‖ 

    Montler and 

Taylor also had 

the chance to ex-

perience a num-

ber of other pres-

entations through-

out the confer-

ence. Taylor at-

tended one pres-

entation in par-

ticular about the 

implementation 

of an ecology 

program for mid-

dle school stu-

dents written 

solely by the 

teacher. ―She 

created her own 

books, lessons, 

and technological 

components for 

her students and 

enabled them to 

learn about their 

hometown and 

explore their 

‗outdoor class-

room,‘‖ Taylor 

said.  

    She also spoke 

with the creator 

of Partners in the 

Parks, a week-

long series of 

Honors Students Present at National Honors Conference in Kansas City 
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Abigail Montler, Kady Taylor, and Dr. Kim 

Klein after their presentation at the  National 

Collegiate Honors Council Conference . 

Photo courtesy of Dr. Kim Klein 

“ It was very rewarding to 

be offered the chance to 

share all of the hard work 

Abby and I, along with our 

other classmates, put  

into the project.” 

-Kady Taylor 
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THE HONORABLE MENTION 
Congratulations to the 13 Honors students who received 

grants to support their undergraduate research and 

creative projects: Oumou Belemou, Angela Darosh, 

Elisabeth Davis, Christopher Eby, Jennifer Hoover, 

Kristen Imboden, Lucas Kalathas, Scott Karper, 

Natasha Kaur, Joseph Sauthoff, Addalena Virtus, 

Sarah Wlazelek, and Sara Workman.  

 

Thanks to all the students who volunteered at Kings Gap 

State Park on Saturday, November 6: Miranda Aaron, 

Angela Darosh, Janae Delmaestro, Doug Hamberger, 

and Chelsea Meier.  

 

Thanks to Katie Kitner and Katie O’Flaherty for 

hosting the ―Not Just a Destination‖ study abroad 

information session  on Tuesday, November 16. 
 

The Honors Program is on 

Facebook and YouTube! 

Find us at the following 

sites: www.facebook.com/

shiphonors and www.youtube.com/shiphonors. 

 

 

 

 

 

along with presenting at the Na-

tional Honors Conference, 

Montler and Taylor also explored 

Kansas City during their free 

time. In the relatively short 

amount of time they were there, 

the students were able to experi-

ence a great deal of Kansas City 

culture.  

    ―The conference was located in 

a district called ‗Power and 

Light‘ and was full of restaurants 

and nightlife, so we were able to 

walk around and enjoy some lo-

cal food,‖ Taylor said. ―We were 

also able to visit the Country 

Club Plaza, where a lot of shop-

ping is located. The architecture 

is Spanish-styled, from the occu-

pation of Spain in the early 

1800s. Finally, we were able to 

see the Midland Theatre, which is 

known for the gorgeous stained 

glass and chandeliers and we got 

to see Samantha Fish sing, one of 

the up and coming blues singers 

of Missouri.‖ 

     Montler, Taylor and other cur-

rent Reach Out committee mem-

bers will be holding another fund-

raiser to raise money  for the 

building project. They will host a 

Zumbathon on December 5 in the 

Student Recreation Center from 

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

    If you wish to help the Reach 

Out committee with their en-

deavor, pre-register by November 

29 to guarantee a spot. Registra-

tion will also be open at 1:00 pm 

the day of the event. Tickets are 

$5 for Shippensburg University 

students and $10 for non–

students.  

    All proceeds will benefit the 

rebuilding of the Path of Learning 

School in the Dominican Repub-

lic and the creation of long-

lasting lesson plans and teaching 

aids for the students at the school. 

NCHC, cont’d 


