
1 

Spring Issue 

2018 

International Studies Newsletter 

S H I P P E N S B U R G  U N I V E R S I T Y   

Peace Corps Prep Coming to Ship 
By Dr. Jonathan Skaff 

   Peace Corps Prep will be an 
outstanding new opportunity 
available to Shippensburg stu-
dents in Fall 2018. PC Prep 
prepares students to serve in 
the Peace Corps and pursue 
careers in international devel-
opment. Shippensburg will be 
only the fifth college or univer-
sity in Pennsylvania that is a 
Peace Corps Prep partner!  
  Students who complete PC 
Prep will receive a certificate 
from the Peace Corps and pref-
erence in Peace Corps hiring. 
The Peace Corps is twice as 
likely to hire applicants with 
Peace Corps Prep certification. 

    The campus PC Prep Pro-
gram will be jointly run by the 
International Studies Program 
and Career Center. All students 
are eligible to apply beginning 
in August and must fulfill aca-
demic, career, leadership and 
work experience requirements.
  
    All applicants will have to 
declare a minor in International 
Development (21 credits). The 
minor will require courses in 
international studies (12 cred-
its) and a Peace Corps Work 
Sector field (9 credits) in Edu-
cation, Health, Environment, 
Agriculture, Youth in Develop-
ment, or Community Economic 
Development.  
   Applicants also are required 
to complete 50 hours of volun-
teer, internship or work experi-
ence in their Work Sector, ob-
tain leadership experience in a 
club or organization, and pre-
pare for a career by completing 
a resume, application essay and 
mock interview.  
   Current International 

Studies majors and minors will 
be able to double-count course 
work toward the International 
Development minor. Conse-
quently, most IS students will 
only need to complete a nine-
credit Work Sector field in 
order to be awarded an Interna-
tional Development minor. 
    PC Prep applicants will be 
required to visit the program co
-directors for advising: Dr. 
Jonathan Skaff, Director of 
International Studies for aca-
demics, and Ms. Victoria Kerr, 
Director of  the Career Center 
for career requirements and 
internships. PC Prep Assistant 
Director, Ms. Javita Thomp-
son, Director of Community 
Engagement, will assist in vol-
unteer placements to fulfill 
work experience requirements. 
 
  Students or faculty seeking 
more information can contact  
Dr. Skaff: jkskaf@ship.edu. 
 
 Featured interview on page 3... 

   The Fulbright Foreign Schol-
arship Board has bestowed the 
great honor of Fulbright grants 
on two Shippensburg students 
and one faculty member for the 
2018-2019 academic year. The 
awardees are Shelby Coghill 
(B.A., 2015), Hannah 
Lougheed (B.A. 2017) and Dr. 
Agnes Ragone of the Modern 
Languages Department.  
   Shelby and Hannah will be 
Educational Teaching Assis-
tants in South America. Shelby 
will be placed at a university in 
Colombia assisting English 
learners, while Hannah will 
have similar duties in Brazil. 
When Shelby and Hannah were 
undergrads, both were students 
in the International Studies 

Program and active in extracur-
ricular activities and communi-
ty service that prepared them to 
be competitive Fulbright appli-
cants. 

 
 
  Continued on page 2…. 
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A Big Year for Fulbrights at Shippensburg! (Cont.) 

  Continued from page 1.  
 
  Shelby majored in Internation-
al Studies and Psychology and 
had minors in Spanish, Wom-
en’s and Gender Studies, and 
Business. Among her many 
activities, she participated in 
the Honors Program’s Reach 
Out service-learning project, 
teaching at Pathways to Learn-
ing Elementary School in the 
Dominican Republic in January 
2014 and 2015 (see story on 
page 5). She also tutored mi-
grant workers at a local pro-
gram in central Pennsylvania. 
Shelby hopes to apply her ex-
periences in Colombia to a ca-
reer teaching English to immi-
grants in the United States. 
  Hannah was a Political Sci-
ence major with a minor in 
International Studies. She took 
part in the Political Science 
Department’s Applied Diplo-
macy class that participates 
annually in Model Organization 
of American States conferences 

in Washington D.C. Hannah 
was a member of the Shippens-
burg delegation from 2015 to 
2017, negotiating with dele-
gates from many universities in 
the U.S. and Latin America. 
She also gained experience as a 
volunteer teacher of English to 
immigrants living in Central 
Pennsylvania. Hannah plans to 
pursue a career in international 
development, working with 
vulnerable populations in Latin 
America. 
  Dr. Ragone will be a Ful-
bright scholar in Benin in 
West Africa, carrying out lin-
guistic research and lecturing 
at Université d’Abomey-
Calavi. Benin is a former 
French colony where people 
were enslaved and taken to 
Haiti among other places. Dr. 
Ragone will study the influ-
ence of one of the major local 
languages, Fon-gbe, on Hai-
tian Creole and the French 
spoken in Benin. She believes 
that in a time of globalization, 

it is important to understand 
and appreciate the different 
varieties of French spoken 
around the world and the cul-
tural impact of Africans who 
were forcibly removed from 
their homelands and brought to 
the Americas. She says that she 
looks forward to sharing her 
“findings with other linguists 
and with my students. It is a 
humbling honor to be granted 
the scholarship, vetted by 
many, and I am truly looking 

forward to immerse myself in 
this project.” 
  Dr. Ragone teaches French 
and Spanish, and co-directs 
Shippensburg’s service-
learning project in Haiti. As a 
member of the campus Ful-
bright Student Committee, Dr. 
Ragone advised Shelby and 
Hannah on their Fulbright stu-
dent applications. Congratula-
tions to all of them on their 
great accomplishments! 

Hannah Loughheed in Honduras. 

Dr. Agnes Ragone in Haiti.  

Shippensburg is the State System 
of Higher Education’s leader in 
student and scholar Fulbrights 
since 2010. Shippensburg stu-

dents have been awarded 4 Ful-
brights since the International 

Studies major was established in 
2013, and 5 overall. Shippensburg 
has had 8 Fulbright scholars since 

2010, and 17 overall. 

Fulbright at Shippensburg 
University 
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1. What initially drew you to the Peace 
Corps?  
 
  Little known fact,  the Peace Corps is a 
government agency that has been sending 
volunteers around the world since 1961. 
The agency is most commonly associated 
with John F. Kennedy, who initially chal-
lenged young Americans to go out and 
engage the world in a positive manner by 
sharing technical knowledge and the best 
ideals that our country has to offer. 
  Growing up in DC, I had always been 
aware of the Peace Corps, but I never 
knew I wanted to join until my senior year 
at a military boarding high school in 
2002.  The tragedy of 9/11 was an unnerv-
ing start to the school year especially for 
us seniors who were concerned about our 
entry into society as adults. The response 
to those events from our government was a 
swift call to military action, one that influ-
enced many of my classmates to join the 
armed forces. I knew that I wanted to serve 
my country, but I didn’t feel that it was 
necessary to use violence or the destruc-
tion of other communities to do so. Based 
upon the mission of promoting world 
peace and friendship through skills and 
cultural exchange, I figured it would be a 

good fit. I spent a few years serving in 
AmeriCorps in DC in preparation and 
eventually began teaching in the school 
system. Moving along in my career, the 
desire to immerse myself in work abroad 
reemerged, and I knew it was time. 
 
2.  Did the International Studies program 
at Shippensburg University help you pre-
pare for your experiences with the Peace 
Corps? 
 
  I would definitely say so. The IS program 
was still growing during my time of at-
tendance. If I were currently a student I 
would have fallen into the IS major’s 
Global Political Relations and African & 
Middle Eastern Studies concentrations. 
However, I graduated with a B.A. in His-
tory and an IS minor after switching over 
from Political Science. With no exaggera-
tion do I say that ALL of the courses that I 
completed have served as a basis in the 
development of my career.  My first invi-
tation to serve in the Peace Corps was an 
assignment in Mali, a massive landlocked 
country in West Africa mostly composed 
of desert. Explaining where I was heading 
was disillusioning because most people 
thought I was going to kick back in Bali or 

Maui even. One friend even thought I 
was making a joke about being hungry 
for a tamale. Thankfully I had a pretty 
strong idea of where I was going because 
of the History of Africa South of the Sa-
hara course I’d taken with Dr. Akurang-
Parry where we spent a considerable 
amount of time studying the country.   
  My second opportunity with the Peace 
Corps was in Cameroon. Funny story, 
very recently in tracking current events 
in Cameroon I saw a number of news 
articles highlighting the detainment of 
Patrice Nganang. Initially when I saw the 
photo I thought it was someone I had met 
or worked with while in Peace Corps 
Cameroon, but I soon realized the Patrice 
was my French language professor while 
at Shippensburg! I was shaken by the 
feeling of having come full circle, and 
also forgetting about my former prof’s 
nationality.  
 
3. If you could please tell me about your 
experiences in Africa (maybe a story or 
two that sticks in your mind.) What was it 
like working there?  

 
  I’d be lying if I said it was easy, yet I 
never once doubted my ability to persist 
through my volunteer service. Language 
and cultural acquisition was one of the 
biggest aspects of the program that helped 
me adapt to a new lifestyle. I spent lots of 
time ridding myself of creature comforts 
and learning to be ok with listening and 
observing more than I typically would. 
   My first opportunity was in small village 
of 1500 people, within a 2 hour radius of 3 
different UNESCO World Heritage sites. 
It was a phenomenal cultural experience 
learning about local history while also 
finding a way to fit in and build the trust of 
the community to attend meetings and 
work with me. I was humbled in doing 
grassroots work with such little leverage 
— there were some times where I would 
walk around my town and see the parallel 
to being on a campaign trail with all of the 
smiling, nodding and handshaking. 
  My second assignment in Cameroon 
started as an English teacher at a high 
school in a moderately sized village of 
7500 people. I had previously worked in 
the US as a grade school teacher, so I was 
very comfortable in that role. However I 
had to teach in French. I was only sup-
posed to speak in English in the classroom 
but since it typically was the 3rd or 4th 
language for my students, I did what was 
most efficient. 
 
Continued on page 5…. 

An Interview with Emmanuel Ekekwe 
 Emmanuel currently serves as Peace Corps Country Desk Officer for 

Botswana, Cameroon, and Guinea. He graduated from Ship in 2006 with 
a History B.A. and International Studies Minor. 

Interview conducted by Padric Mylod 

Emmanuel (left) with kids at a well in Mali. 



4 

  Kim Barker, the IS program’s 
featured speaker of the academ-
ic year, gave a talk enti-
tled, “The Taliban Shuffle: 
Strange Days in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan” on April 25th in 
Old Main Chapel with about 
190 people in attendance. Ms. 
Barker is the author of a mem-
oir, The Taliban Shuffle, about 
her experiences as an interna-
tional reporter with The Chica-
go Tribune from 2004 to 2009. 
She currently is an investigative 
reporter with the New Y ork 
Times.  
  Barker has garnered wide-
spread public attention since 
the film W hiskey Tango Fox-
trot, starring Tina Fey as a 
character inspired by Barker, 
came out in 2016. The film 
focuses on Barker’s time ac-
companying U.S. troops in Af-
ghanistan and the long-
suffering Afghan people.  
  But Barker’s memoir, origi-
nally published in 2010, covers, 
literally, a much broader territo-
ry than the film, with about half 
devoted to the important and 
troubled American relationship 
with Pakistan, Afghanistan’s 
neighbor to the east. The book 
describes with mordant humor 
the politics and culture of the 
region, and the experiences 
there of American journalists, 
soldiers, diplomats, and aid 
workers. Barker was committed 
to the region as a journalist, 
regardless of its dangers and 
frustrations and became 

“hooked on warlords and bad 
vodka,” as she puts it. Despite 
its often breezy, journalistic 
tone, Barker’s memoir helps 
explain why the American 
goals for Afghan reconstruction 
and Pakistani democracy have 
not been achieved.  
  The book, film and talk were 
integrated into the syllabus of 
INT 300 International Studies 
Seminar, co-taught by Dr. Rob-
ert Shaffer and Dr. Douglas 
Birsch. The class theme was the 
militarization of U.S. foreign 
policy. Prior to Barker’s visit, 
students read her memoir and 
viewed the film. In class dis-
cussions, they compared a story 
told by a reporter and the same 
story told by Hollywood.  
  Barker brought a dynamic 
presence to Old Main Chapel 
where she held the audience 
enthralled for an hour. Barker’s 
talk, like her book, was unspar-
ing in her criticisms of the sev-
enteen-year U.S. occupation of 
Afghanistan and corrupt and 
hypocritical Afghan leaders. 
Barker portrayed with sympa-
thy the Afghan people and ef-
forts of American military per-
sonnel, and she described 
friendships she developed with 
individuals in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. However, she vividly 
portrayed the ways in which the 
actions of many Americans, in 
uniform and out, alienated Af-
ghans, and she dissects the 
many misunderstandings Amer-
icans have about Afghanistan 

and Pakistan, whose intelli-
gence services have supported 
the Taliban.  
  Barker’s talk, like her memoir, 
went beyond international poli-
tics, including deeply personal 
accounts of Americans living 
where familiar rules do not 
apply, of their interactions with 
residents – both idealistic and 
cynical – of these nations, of 
the obstacles in the way of get-
ting accounts from these coun-
tries to American newspaper 
readers, and of the particular 
challenges of being a woman in 
such situations. She also spoke 
candidly of suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder upon 
her return to the U.S. and how 
writing the memoir helped her 
to readjust.  
  Students and faculty peppered 
her with questions for thirty 
minutes after her talk had end-
ed. After questions, she held a 
book signing, then joined the 
students and faculty of the In-
ternational Studies Seminar and 
a few interested audience mem-
bers for a forty-five minute 
discussion.  
  Prompted by questions, Bark-
er went into greater detail about 
why the U.S. military, rather 
than the State Department, has 
taken the lead in formulating 

strategies to stabilize Afghani-
stan and why all of these efforts 
have failed. Key problems are 
the lack of language and cultur-
al training and the fact that sol-
diers wearing body armor and 
carrying guns have become a 
forbidding face of the 
“militarized” U.S. policy in 
Afghanistan. 
  As conditions in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan have become even 
grimmer, from the American 
perspective – with the Taliban 
resurgent, the U.S.-backed Af-
ghan government riven by con-
flict, and the Trump administra-
tion expressing open frustration 
with our supposed allies in Pa-
kistan – Kim Barker’s first-
hand experiences showed that 
the U.S. has a dire need for 
civilian employees with inter-
cultural training who are em-
powered to take the lead in for-
eign policy.  

Students in the International Studies Seminar with Kim Barker 
from  left to right: Spencer Otto, Carina Ramirez, Reece Dolbin, 
Barker, Rachel Brodie and Sophia Severson. 

Kim Barker does “The Taliban Shuffle” 
By Dr. Robert Shaffer with Dr. Jonathan Skaff 

Barker with former Afghan President Hamid Karzai. 
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  With my bags packed, 
passport in hand, and excite-
ment in my heart, I hopped 
in a van and made my way 
to the Philadelphia airport 
for my destination: the Do-
minican Republic. This was 
my second time traveling 
with Reach Out, a service-
learning and education initi-
ative on campus, that sup-
ports a school called Path-
ways to Learning in Santo 
Domingo. 
  I could not wait to arrive in 
one of my favorite countries! 
I did not have any specific 
expectations for this trip, but 
I am glad because it sur-
prised me in more ways than 

one.  
  This trip taught me the 
importance of teamwork, 
positivity, and compassion. 
My team members and I 
were able to accomplish 
more than we could have 
ever imagined. The school 
received three suitcases full 
of school supplies and 
health products, a fresh 
coat of paint in all of the 
rooms, and a brand-new 
crib. This could not have 
been possible without all of 
us working hard throughout 
the year and in the DR.  
 
  Continued on page 6… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IS Majors Reece Dolbin 
and Sarah Kistner with 
their students. 

Reach Out  2018:  
Service Learning in the Dominican Republic  

By Sarah Kistner 

Continued from page 3. 
 
What did you take away from your work 
there?  
 
  Patience. Respect. Humility. These are 
the words that first jump to mind when 
reflecting on my experience. As a perma-
nent guest, I was constantly impressed at 
how the people of both Mali and Came-
roon would take time and help me in my 
state of ignorance. Many volunteers were 
not proficient in language starting out or 
had no idea about social norms, yet there 
were very seldom adverse reactions. No 
one ever told us, “This is Mali, speak Ma-
lian.” It’s remarkable the level of sharing 
and hospitality I experienced in a develop-
ing country. I literally had someone try to 
give me the shirt off their back when I 
slipped and fell in some mud. 
 
4. What made you chose to continue work-
ing for the Peace Corps after you returned 
from your first service? 
 
  Still feeling plugged into the international 
community, I wasn’t quite ready to go 
back into the classroom right after my 
Peace Corps service. I had a few opportu-

nities with other government agencies but 
chose to return as an employee with Peace 
Corps because of my fresh insight. I also 
wanted to help direct more people to em-
bark on the same experiences that I was 
able to enjoy – whether international or 
domestic, I think all citizens should partici-
pate in national service. Our society would 
be better for it.  
  
5. What work do you do now for the Peace 
Corps? 
 
  I’ve worked at the Peace Corps in a few 
different capacities; I’ve had the oppor-
tunity to work in the front office of the 
previous director, Carrie Hessler-Radelet. 
I’ve also helped develop software that 
helps us monitor our volunteers’ activities 
and provide a basis for program evalua-
tion. Currently, I serve as the Country 
Desk Officer for Botswana, Cameroon, 
and Guinea. It’s a far-reaching portfolio 
and sort of an anomaly.  Essentially I am 
the point of contact that connects these 
overseas offices with the various offices at 
Peace Corps Headquarters. My day-to-day 
consists of lots of communication through 
different mediums.  I manage the logistics 
of sending volunteers to their assigned 

countries and provide advice on Peace 
Corps programming, country management, 
and administrative policies. Keeping up 
with the current events in these countries is 
very important as I have the opportunity to 
engage with my respective embassies and 
other government agencies. There is much 
more that goes on but I’ll keep it short and 
tell you that I’m consistently challenged 
every day.   
 
6. What advice would you have for stu-
dents that are looking to join a service 
such as the Peace Corps? 
 
  Do your research and find out what's out 
there in regards to your expertise and per-
sonal strengths.  
  Suspend all expectations and do your best 
to be open-minded.  
  The more often you step out of your com-
fort zone, the easier it will be feel confi-
dent no matter the situation.  
  The vast majority of things that seem 
super important and necessary immediate-
ly following your degree can wait. There 
are many, many more experiences to come 
that will determine what you ultimately do 
and become. 

An Interview with Emmanuel Ekekwe (Cont.) 
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  The International Studies Club is a 
student group made up of students 
from a wide array of backgrounds 
including various majors and aca-
demic areas of study. The club 
meets every Tuesday in CUB 238 
to discuss current events and what 
is happening around the world, par-
ticipate in cultural activities such as 
learning how to make Sushi 
with Sushi Do, and to plan upcom-
ing events such as their annual In-
ternational Studies Potluck.  
  The students all have one thing in 
common, a desire to learn about the 
world and those who inhabit it. 
Each member brings a unique per-
spective. Striving to better under-
stand the world, the members hope 
to spread cultural awareness to the 
campus of Shippensburg and to cel-
ebrate the wonderful aspects of 
what makes us human.  
 
Visit our Instagram @Shiptravels to 
see more of what the club is all 
about!  

The International Studies Club 
By Sophia Severson 

Continued from page 4. 
 
  There was never a mo-
ment when we did not 
help or support one anoth-
er. Why is this so im-
portant? Because when 
you gather a group of mo-
tivated people who want 
to see each other do well, 
you can accomplish more 
and better achieve goals. 
This is why we were so 
successful this year and I 
could not be prouder of 
everyone’s dedication.  
One day we had the won-

derful opportunity to visit 
a Haitian batey, a small 
community of Haitians in 
the Dominican Republic.  
  Here, at this batey, is 
where I learned positivity 
and compassion. The 
homes were broken, trash 
outlined the streets, and 
there were children run-
ning around without 
shoes. This was my first 
time witnessing high lev-
els of poverty and I was 
speechless until a little girl 
grabbed my hand and 
smiled at me. All the chil-

dren accepted us into their 
community and hearts 
right away, so I did the 
same. We played, 
laughed, and enjoyed life.                                                                    
I learned that you can be 
positive no matter your 
situation and it is im-
portant to have this out-
look to be happy. Their 
beautiful smiles and warm 
hugs taught me compas-
sion. It did not matter that 
we could not speak the 
same language and did not  
live in the same communi-
ty. By welcoming every-

one with kindness, friend-
ships will grow.  
  I am happy and honored 
to have experienced this 
wonderful opportunity. I 
am thankful for the rela-
tionships I have made 
with the students, teach-
ers, hosts, and Reach Out 
team. What I have learned 
abroad, I can take with me 
everywhere, because 
teamwork, positivity, and 
compassion can help 
make this world a little 
better. 

Reach Out  2018 : Service Learning in the Dominican Republic  
By Sarah Kistner 

IS Club members at Sushi-making class in December.  
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I Am Eleven 
 
October 23, 2017 
 
  Film by Australian filmmaker Gene-
vieve Bailey who travelled the world 
for six years talking with 11-year-olds 
to compose this insightful, funny and 
moving documentary portrait of child-
hood.  

 
 
 

 

“Scaling the Heights of 
Happiness in the Kingdom 
of Bhutan” 
 
November 8, 2017  
 
  Talk by Dr. Kurt Kraus that was fo-
cused on his work and travel in Bhutan 
while he was a Fulbright scholar  in 
2015.  
 

 

“18th Annual International 
Studies Film Series” 
 
April 3-16, 2018 
 
  The topic was Foreign Wars on Film 
and consisted of three films: 

 Battle of Algiers 
 Whiskey Tango Foxtrot 
 Grave of the Fireflies 

  Every semester the top students from the Internation-
al Studies program are invited to join the International 
Studies Honor Society, Sigma Iota Rho Congratula-
tions to the following students for  their induction into 
Sigma Iota Rho, Beta Omega Chapter this academic 
year. 

 
 Tristan Ambrose, Marleigh Chaney, Reece Dolbin,  

Seth Fulmar, Ashley Jacobs, Sarah Kistner, and 
Robyn Watson.  

International Studies Honor Society  

Marleigh Chaney (left) and Sarah Kistner (right) at their Fall 2017 
SIR induction. 

International Studies Events of the 2017-2018 Academic Year 


