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Spring 2017 Tutors, Graduate Assistants, and Director

Lexi Albert
Hi, I’m Lexi! I am a sophomore Business, Entrepreneurship major here at Ship. I am 
currently a part of the women’s soccer team and a member of Tau Kappa. This is my 
first semester tutoring in the Writing Studio, and I am extremely excited to help my fellow 
students improve their writing skills. 

Chris Carragher
Hi, my name is Chris Carragher. I am a secondary English Education Major, and I began 
my journey here at Ship in the Fall 2016 semester. On top of being a tutor with the Writing 
Studio, I am also one of the prose editors with The Reflector, the creative writing journal on 
campus, and a member of the service fraternity APO. I cannot wait to meet new people as 
they endeavor to become the greatest writers they can be.

Summer McDonnell
Hello everyone! My name is Summer McDonnell. I’m from the Scranton/ Wilkes-Barre 
area, and I’m a junior here at Ship. I’m majoring in English with secondary certification, 
and I hope to one day have my own eleventh grade classroom. If I’m not in class or at 
the Learning Center, you can usually find me at the gym. Here on campus I’m involved 
in the National Honor Fraternity Phi Sigma Pi, where I serve as Corresponding Secretary; 
the Disability Awareness Club; and SEAS, the environmental club. I wanted to become 
a writing tutor to not only further develop my English skills, but also to help my peers 
succeed. 

Kayla Morales
My name is Kayla, and I am currently a junior here at SU. I am majoring in History, with 
a concentration in Public History and a minor in Technical Writing and Professional 
Communications. I hope to one day pursue a career in the public history field, particularly 
as an archivist or librarian. When I’m not studying or doing work for class, I read in my 
spare time. I believe that being a Writing Studio Tutor is a rewarding experience because 
it gives me the opportunity to see students succeed and grow academically. 

Hello! I’m Deah Atherton. Last semester I wrote to you as the Writing Studio intern. Now 
I’m back in the Writing Studio, this time as a graduate assistant. I am enrolled in the 
Counseling Department in pursuit of a Master of Science in College Student Personnel. My 
work in the Studio includes creation and presentation of tutor training sessions and posting 
on the Studio’s Facebook page. I also support our undergraduate tutors, provide writing 
tutor services to graduate students, and collaborate with fellow GAs on our research for 
the upcoming Mid-Atlantic Writing Centers Association conference in April.

Deah Atherton
Graduate Assistant
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THE Interm Director
Meet and Greet
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My name is Jonathan Dubow and I’m the interim director for the 
Writing Studio. I’ve previously worked as a tutor in the University 
of Alabama Writing Center and the Shelton State Community 
College Tutoring Center. It’s been so exciting to get back into 
a writing studio this semester. I moved to Pennsylvania in 2015 
after completing my MFA at the University of Alabama, and this 
is my fourth semester teaching in the English department at 
Ship. This fall I also became an academic advisor in the Office 
for Exploratory Studies. I’m busy, but happy, working at Ship, 
and it’s been a real honor to get to know the graduate assistants, 
undergraduate tutors and staff at the learning center this 
semester.
 

Farewell For Now
Our Spring Graduates

Noah Hayze
This semester will be the last of my three years as a writing tutor at Ship. I’ve really enjoyed 
working with all of the students who have come in see me in that time, and I hope their 
experiences have been just as positive. Of all of the positions I have held on campus, I am 
most proud of having been a tutor for three years and head tutor for two years. I’m excited 
to now be moving on to Grad School for a degree in Higher Education and Counseling, 
and one day becoming the director of my own Writing Studio. Good luck to all the current 
and future students and tutors.

Lexi Mills
Hi, everyone! My name is Lexi Mills, and I am a senior here at Ship. I am an English 
major with a writing concentration. During my time here at SU, I was the President of the 
University Fencing Club, am currently a member of the National English Honor Society 
(Sigma Tau Delta), and am the PR Chair for The Reflector, the undergraduate student 
journal of the arts. This was my first time tutoring in the Writing Studio, but I’ve tutored 
high school English Language Learners in the past. I’ve really enjoyed taking on this new 
challenge.

Jonathan Dubow
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The Mid-Atlantic Writing Centers 
Association conference
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 Our four Writing Studio graduate assistants, Olivia Hunt, Jillian Klingerman, Crystal Conzo, and Deah 
Atherton, are excited to announce they will be presenting as a panel at the annual Mid-Atlantic Writing 
Centers Association (MAWCA) Conference with their project, “Grammar and Mechanics Tutoring Made Fun.” 
This year MAWCA will be taking place on April 1 in Reading, Pennsylvania, at Penn State University, Berks. 
MAWCA, a regional affiliate of the International Writing Centers Association, is comprised of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania; Delaware, Maryland; and the greater metro District of Columbia region, including Northern 
Virginia. MAWCA is located at the West Chester University English Department in West Chester, PA. As a 
non-profit organization, MAWCA's mission is to offer networking and professional development opportunities 
to writing center professionals, such as peer tutors and directors, through conferences, events, and 
workshops.
 “Grammar and Mechanics Tutoring Made Fun” is only part one of an ongoing project in our Writing 
Studio, which is focused on better meeting the needs of students who must take and pass the Media Writing 
course before moving forward in pursuing their communications/journalism undergraduate degree. This 
project is an explorative means to discover how our undergraduate Learning Center tutors can make the 
tutoring experience fun, engaging, and beneficial for the individuals who are required to have tutoring for 
their Media Writing class. For this year’s conference, Olivia, Jillian, Crystal, and Deah have worked together 
to complete preliminary research and then create prototypes of games and activities that could aid in the 
tutoring process. These games and activities will be implemented in the Media Writing tutoring sessions 
next semester, and data will be collected.  For next year’s MAWCA conference, the grad assistants intend to 
present their findings regarding the success of these games and activities in tutoring sessions. 

Preview of Materials
By: Olivia Hunt

Grammar Bingo Grammar Uno

Claudia 
was given 
to hours of 
detention.

The sentence 
was written on 

stationary.

The speach 
was given 
by Patrick.

The hole cake 
was eaten by 
two teenagers

The bulletin 
was posted 
on friday.

I has never 
seen so 

many Ss in 
mine life.

Why are their 
a bunch of 

4’s written on 
the bored?

Everyones 
classes are 
cancelled, 

except mine.

She doesnt 
want to buy a 
knew stapler 

but she has no 
other choice

The teacher 
gave Claudia 
two hours of 

detention. 

Kevin wrote the 
sentence on 
stationery  

Patrick 
gave the 
speech.

Two teenagers 
ate the whole 

cake. 

Someone posted 
the bulletin on 

Friday

I have never 
seen so many 
S’s in my life

Why are there 
a bunch of 4s 
written on the 

board?

Everyone’s 
classes are 

cancelled except 
mine.

She doesn’t 
want to buy a 

new stapler, but 
she has no other 

choice.

Ship Libs

Ship Libs

Dorm Life

I just _________ into my dorm at Shippensburg 

University to start my _________ year of college! 

verb (past tense)

adjective

Ship Libs

Farewell For Now
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