
WRITING STUDIO
SCHOLARLY WRITING INNOVATIONINTERNSHIP• •

BULLE
 
TIN

FALL 2017

AT SHIPPENSBURG UNIVERSITY 

EMERGING TUTORS•



IN THIS ISSUE
FALL 2017 
WRITING TUTORS

1

 2

MAWCA Research
Looking at trends

Graduating Tutors
Say 'so long' to some of the Studio's best

New Graduate Assistants
Meet the heart and soul of the Writing Studio

3 New Writing Tutors
Welcoming new energy to the team

Psychology Groups
Learning and supporting each other

NCPTW
Discovering purpose

IWCA
What's happening?

Visiting Ghanaian Professors
Sharing writing strategies across cultures

1

MAWCA
DISCOVERING TRENDS

This year, the Writing Studio is proposing a 
research project for the Mid-Atlantic Writing 
Center’s Association (MAWCA) conference. In 
collaboration with Dr. Johnson, the Writing Studio 
Director, two graduate writing consultants are 
currently collecting data for their research study 
entitled “Do Writing Center Tutoring Sessions 
Increase Writer’s Creativity and Complexity?” 

The Writing Studio aims to show, through 
quantitative and qualitative data, that students who 
attend tutoring sessions show significant 
improvements in their writing over time. 
Participants will include a large, diverse sample of 
undergraduate students as well as a smaller sample of 
international graduate writers. After the data has 
been collected and analyzed, Brian Hutchison and 
Deah Atherton will travel to Rowan University in 
March of 2018 to present the methodology and 
findings of their research project. Through research 
efforts and dialogue with other writing center 
professionals at the MAWCA conference, the 
graduate writing tutors hope to learn more about 
how they can help writers of all 
backgrounds. 
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Like us on Facebook: 
Shippensburg University Writing Studio

visit our webpage:
 learning.ship.edu/writing_tutoring

FAREWELL TO OUR 
GRADUATE ASSISTANT

I met with the Learning Center Tutor Coordinator, Zack Grabosky, during 
my sophomore year of college. I said, “I want to tutor writing. He said, “Let me 
introduce you to the director of the Writing Studio.” I thought, “WOW we have one 
of those?” –meaning a Writing Studio, not a director. Well, of course, as soon as I 
found out we had one of those, I made it my mission to let everyone else know. 
Easily, tutoring and representing the Writing Studio became my favorite part of 
college.

The Writing Studio has since been a home to me for nearly five years. I even 
chose to earn a graduate degree from Ship so that I could work at the Writing Studio 
as a Graduate Assistant. My only regret is that I didn’t choose a longer graduate 
program. 

 The Writing Studio Director, Dr. Karen Johnson, is always searching for 
opportunities for her student workers to learn and grow professionally. She’s one of 
the most kindhearted and supportive people I know. She has not once set a limit for 
me. 

Dr. Johnson, the Learning Center staff, my fabulous co-workers, and the 
students we tutor have made my time with the Writing Studio most valuable. Now, I 
get to take my experience and shine somewhere else. Here’s hoping my professional 
career brings me as much joy as my academic one has.  

Crystal Conzo

NEW GRADUATE ASSISTANTS
FRESH PERSPECTIVES

Mallory Griest
Hello, I'm Mallory Griest! I graduated from Messiah College with a Bachelor's degree in Psychology 
in 2016. I am currently pursuing a Master's degree in Counseling with a specialization in College 
Student Personnel. I am passionate about helping students through the transition into college and 
out of college. I also love to pass along my knowledge of psychology and APA to other students 
whenever possible. When I'm not working, I love to journal, read, and hike.

Brian Hutchison
Hello! I'm Brian, one of the graduate assistant tutors in the Writing Studio. As a psychology 
graduate student, I primarily enjoy writing and reading psychological research papers. I also have 
experience writing philosophy papers and any assignment in which you have to develop an 
argument. In my free time I enjoy reading, spending time with family, and playing video games. I 
look forward to working with you at the Writing Studio! 



PSYCHOLOGY GROUPS
LEARNING AND SUPPORTING EACH OTHER

In collaboration with the psychology department and Professor Samantha Troy, the Writing Studio is 
facilitating group tutoring sessions for undergraduate general psychology students. These group sessions are 
designed as open, collaborative dialogues which help students throughout all phases of their class’ writing 
assignment. Popular topics discussed in these sessions include APA style and citations, various psychology topics 
(i.e. dreaming and memory), and the art of writing clearly and concisely to meet college writing standards.

Two Writing Studio tutors, Brian Hutchison and Thomas Fisher, have facilitated group discussions for 
each tutoring session. Regarding the quality of the studio tutoring format, Thomas said, “The group sessions 
provide a conducive environment for writers to develop strong analytical skills through peer-review and 
collaborative discussion.” Writing Studio tutors believe writing is a process of engagement; hopefully, through 
similar initiatives, future Shippensburg University students will benefit from collaborative discussions about 
writing. 
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Moriah Hathaway
My name is Moriah Hathaway. I am a Political Science major with an English 
minor. I am a member of the Honors Program, and this is my first year as a 
tutor. I really enjoy being a tutor because I love helping people and learning 
new things. Also, I work at the Cracker Barrel. If you like biscuits, hit me up!

Haley Krause
Hi, everyone. My name is Haley Krause, and I am an English Literature major 
with a concentration in writing and a minor in Technical Professional 
Communications. I am a member of the English society, Sigma Tau Delta, and 
previously worked with the Reflector Literary Journal. Writing is my absolute 
passion, and I cannot wait to assist students to become confident in their 
writing abilities and improve my own writing skills.

Anne Long
Hi, I'm Anne! I'm an English major with a concentration in Writing and a 
minor in Technical and Professional Communications. This is my second year 
at Ship, and I love to read and run. However, writing is my passion. This is my 
first semester as a writing tutor, and I also work in social media and dabble in 
blogging.

Crystal West
Hi, My name is Crystal West. I am from Philadelphia, PA. I am a sophomore 
and a Marketing major. I am a writing tutor for the Writing Studio and a peer 
mentor for the Emerging Scholars Program at Ship. Writing has always been a 
passion of mine. As a tutor, my goal is to help student writers excel and 
succeed as they discover how powerful writing can be.

WELCOMING NEW TUTORS!
THANKFUL FOR NEW INSIGHT AND ENERGY



FINDING PURPOSE 
REEVALUATING OUR HOPES

Writing Studio Director Dr. Karen Johnson and Graduate Assistant Deah 
Atherton attended the National Conference on Peer Tutoring in Writing 
(NCPTW) on October 13 –15, 2017.  Hofstra University, located in Hempstead, 
NY, hosted the conference this year.  Keynote speakers Lauren Fitzgerald and 
Melissa Ianetta, authors of The Oxford Guide for Writing Tutors:  Practice and 
Research, encouraged attendees to expand upon the purpose of their writing 
centers.  They also cast a vision for giving research a more prominent role in writing 
labs, whether by conducting research or reading the published work of other peer 
tutors.  Dr. Johnson and Deah attended conference sessions that further developed 
NCPTW’s 2017 theme: “Reaching Out:  Revising Writing Center Spaces and 
Identities”.  They returned with fresh ideas for Tutor Education Meeting topics and 
thoughtful guidance for the Writing Studio staff. Most notably, they seek to update 
the Studio’s mission statement.  As for the vision cast by the conference’s keynote 
speakers, Graduate Assistants are currently involved in a research project that will 
demonstrate innovative and effective methods for assessing writers’ improvement 
as a result of tutoring intervention.  Stay tuned for exciting results!

4

PAVING THE WAY AT IWCA

From November 9-13, Dr. Karen Johnson, the Treasurer of the International Writing Centers 
Association (IWCA), traveled to Chicago to attend the annual conference, present the annual financial report to 
board members, submit new proposals for a board vote, and serve in a variety of support roles in conference 
activities. She also enjoyed attending sessions, working at the board retreat, interacting with writing center 
administrators and tutors from around the world, and learning about innovative writing center strategies. 
Though the close of the conference also signaled the end of her two-year service as Treasurer for IWCA, it does 
not end her service for the organization. Dr. Johnson will serve as Associate Treasurer for the next two years in 
an advisory role to the new Treasurer and as the customer service representative to members making inquiries 
through the website. Over the past two years, Dr. Johnson has learned much about the tremendous amount of 
effort needed to sustain a nonprofit that boasts over 1,200 members from around the globe, written numerous 
checks, filed federal taxes, and managed hundreds of thousands of dollars, but the best part of her service 
involved developing new friendships with a diverse group of individuals who are energized by the rewarding 
work of helping writers grow in their expressive skills. 
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VISITING GHANAIN PROFESSORS 
SHARING WRITING STRATEGIES ACROSS CULTURES
 On Thursday and Friday, November 16 and 17, the Writing 
Studio had the privilege of hosting Dr. Peter Arthur and Dr. Alfred 
Owusu-Ansah, both of whom are professors of English at the Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science & Technology (KNUST) in Kumasi, 
Ghana. Drs. Arthur and Owusu-Ansah are looking to help students 
improve their writing skills by opening a writing center on their university 
campus.  Their visit to Shippensburg University provided observations 
and information to guide them as they make their vision a reality.

 The visit began on Thursday with a tour of the Learning Center/
Writing Studio with our director, Dr. Karen Johnson.  Graduate assistants 
Deah Atherton and Brian Hutchison enjoyed an informal question-and-
answer time with the doctors before conducting an online tutor session.  
Alongside Dr. Arthur, Deah tutored Brian, who was with Dr. Owsus-
Ansah in another room in the Writing Studio.  The WebEx online 
meeting platform used for synchronous online sessions certainly 
interested the doctors, but the most important part of this session 
centered on the fact that a counseling student writing-tutored a 
psychology student.  Dr. Arthur seeks to bring this type of tutoring to his 
university: Writing tutoring across the disciplines.

 Writing Fellow Emily Stoner conducted a small-group tutoring 
session, which the doctors observed in the Writing Studio.  Following this 
session, Drs. Arthur and Owsus-Ansah conducted an observation of Dr. 
Erica Galioto’s ENG 113 class in DHC.  The professors also enjoyed a full 
day of observations and conversations with professors on Friday. The 
Writing Studio greatly benefited from networking with these scholars. 




