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Dr. Karen Johnson Elected 
Treasurer of International Writing 

Centers Association 

Congratulations to Dr. Karen Johnson for being 
elected to the position of Treasurer, one of 
four executive positions in the International 
Writing Centers Association (IWCA). This 
executive board position is a two-year term 
and helps the organization manage its finances 
by paying bills and reimbursing expenses, signing financial 
contracts as authorized by the Officers’ Committee, handling 
queries related to membership subscriptions, submitting a 
yearly  financial report, chairing the Finance Committee, 
insuring  IWCA compliance with all IRS regulations, 
maintaining 503C tax-exempt status, and regularly attending 
online and regional IWCA board meetings. 
 
In a September website announcement, the Mid-Atlantic 
Writing Centers Association Board noted this achievement  by 
stating, “Her selection reflects the outstanding work she has 
done as Treasurer for MAWCA over the past two and a half 
years. We thank Karen for her dedication to MAWCA and her 
service on the Board spanning not only her tenure as 
Treasurer, but also her years of service  as Conference Chair 
and At-Large Member.” 

 

New Process for Schedul-

ing Graduate Writing Con-

sultations 

The Writing Studio has implement-

ed a new scheduling system pow-

ered by Acuity, and it has been a 

great success. The number of tutoring appointments 

has doubled compared to the number of appointments 

last fall. The all-online system, located on the Writing 

Studio website, allows all graduate students and under-

graduate students taking online or off-campus classes 

to schedule appointments at their convenience.  

For graduate students, the calendar is a one-stop shop 

where they can choose to meet with a graduate writing 

tutor face-to-face at the Learning Center or online from 

their preferred location. Graduate students, whether 

they are enrolled in on-campus, online, or off-campus 

courses, can  select the option that works best for 

them. Undergraduate students enrolled in online or off-

campus classes can also schedule online appointments 

or face-to-face appointments through Acuity.  

Scheduling an appointment is easy! Students select 

their preferred appointment type (face-to-face or 

online) and date and time on the calendar.  Next, they 

complete a short questionnaire about their assignment 

and learning goals for the consultation. Students can 

access the website (http://learning.ship.edu/

graduatestudents ) and conveniently schedule an ap-

pointment 24/7.     
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Crystal Conzo and Dr. Karen 
Johnson Attended Naylor 
Workshop for Undergradu-
ate Research in Writing Stud-
ies  

Crystal Conzo, an English major, 
attended the Naylor Workshop for 
Undergraduate Research in Writ-
ing Studies held September 25-27 
on the campus of York College of 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Karen Johnson 
served as a mentor at the Naylor 
Workshop and led workshop ses-
sions on empirical research de-
signs. The workshop is an oppor-
tunity for students to grow as 
skilled researchers. Students sub-
mit an application, outlining a pro-
posed research project. Two dozen 
students were accepted and re-
ceived funding to attend the event. 
DelliCarpini, the endowed chair of 
the event and the inaugural Naylor 
Endowed Professor in Writing 
Studies stated, “We invited leaders 
in the field of writing and composi-
tion studies to serve as mentors for 
these outstanding students. The 
mentors invest a tremendous 
amount of time and expertise in 
advising these students.” 

During this weekend-long work-
shop, students develop research 
projects by engaging in seminars 
on composition research, collabo-
rating with teams of experienced 
scholars and peer researchers, and 
crafting research artifacts during 
independent time. After sharing 
their ideas, their experience, and 
their spirit of inquiry, Naylor 
Scholars return to their home insti-
tutions ready to conduct research. 

Conzo’s  research explores the ed-
iting and acceptance practices of 
student submissions to undergrad-
uate  literary journals. Conzo plans 
to present this research at a con-
ference next year. Naylor Scholars 
from last year’s inaugural work-
shop presented their research at 
the 2015 Conference on College  

Composition and Communication  
and in other venues, some students 
winning awards for best presenta-
tion.  

Attending the Naylor Workshop 
helps students become part of a net-
work of undergraduates from a va-
riety of institutions, who are guided 
by mentor faculty members. One of 
the real benefits of the Naylor 
Workshop is discussing research 
ideas, goals, and methodologies   
one-on-one with writing research-
ers in the fields of composition, 
rhetoric, or writing center studies. 
Participants also engage in intensive 
workshops to assess the quality of 
research, design a research ques-
tion, and learn and practice qualita-
tive and quantitative research meth-
ods. 

Dr. Dominic DelliCarpini who over-
sees the conference said, “We are 
fortunate to have a stellar group of 
students who are interested in di-
verse topics, ranging from Chinese 
rhetoric to the grit factor in service-
learning courses. They are passion-
ate about their topics, and over the 
three-day workshop, they move 
from research question to poster 
presentation.”  

For more information about the 
Naylor Workshop, see this website: 
http://www.ycp.edu/offices-and-
services/center-for-teaching-and-
learning/writing-center/naylor-
workshops/.  

Scholarly Writing Group 
 
The Scholarly Writing Group con-
tinues to provide professional de-
velopment in various kinds 
of writing including publication 
writing, developing grant pro-
posals, setting reasonable writing 
goals, providing interested read-
ers for drafts, and encouraging 
colleagues in scholarship pursuits.  
 
During faculty group meetings, 
faculty share work, review drafts, 
learn about grant opportunities, 
and spend time working on writ-
ing projects or grant proposals.  
Writers participate in the after-
noons as much as their schedule 
allows. Coffee and light refresh-
ments help keep writing group 
members sustained throughout 
the writing process. 
 
For this semester, scholarly writ-
ers are participating in the 14-Day 
Writing Challenge. Writers com-
mit to writing for 30 minutes over 
a 14 day span. By developing daily 
writing goals and committing to 
daily writing, faculty can make 
significant progress on their pro-
jects.  

 
The Scholarly Writing Group will 
meet again in the spring semester. 
If you are interested in participat-
ing in the writing groups next se-
mester, watch your email for in-
formation about registration. Feel 
free to contact Karen Johnson at 
KGJohnson@ship.edu. 
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Meet the new GA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hilary Miller, originally from Lebanon,  

graduated last spring from Millersville Uni-

versity with her Bachelor’s in psychology. 

She is now in her first semester of graduate 

classes in Shippensburg’s Clinical Mental 

Health Counseling program. She has a specif-

ic interest in working with adolescent girls 

experiencing tough developmental changes. 

 In her free time, Hilary enjoys spending time 

with family, and most importantly, her two 

and a half-year-old nephew and nine-month-

old niece. While attending Millersville Uni-

versity as an undergraduate, Hilary worked 

as a tutor and discovered that helping stu-

dents allowed her to grow and learn from 

peers. She is very excited to encourage fellow 

students to enjoy and embrace their own 

writing.  

2015 Lead Tutors 

Noah Hoffman, a jun-

ior Psychology major, is 

in  his second year of 

tutoring. He’s enjoyed 

writing since fourth 

grade and is currently 

working on a novel se-

ries, Black as White. He 

decided to become a writing tutor because he 

was looking to gain leadership experience and 

to make an impact at Shippensburg. He states 

that he has  really enjoyed tutoring because it 

not only allows him to apply his skills, but  tu-

toring also allows him to  help other people. 

He’s also found that tutoring is a great way to 

meet  people—both fellow tutors and writers 

who come to the Studio. He reflects,  “I couldn’t 

ask for a better job on campus, and I’ll proba-

bly find myself as a Graduate Assistant for an-

other Learning Center in the future.” 

Marissa Merkt , a junior Communications 

Journalism major with an emphasis in Print 

and Public Relations, is in her  3rd semester as 

a writing tutor. Because 

she’s a journalism major, 

she has experience in me-

dia writing  and Media 

Writing  Proficiency Ex-

ams.  She loves reading 

other people’s essays and 

helping them improve 

their papers. She states 

that being a tutor has 

helped her enhance her 

grammar skills and detect errors in her own 

writing. She finds tutoring to be a rewarding 

experience because she can watch her writers 

improve. When Marissa is not in the Learning 

Center, she is involved with the FUSE Christian 

group on campus and runs on country back 

roads. Occasionally she writes articles for The 

Slate and Her Campus. 

Tutorama! 

Don’t forget to remind students about Tutorama 
in the Learning Center during finals week! The 
Learning Center will offer drop-in tutoring on a 
variety of subjects: 

Monday, Dec. 7 & Tuesday, Dec. 8 
11:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. 

Encourage students to bring in final papers 
for last minute feedback! 



Director of the Writing Studio: Dr. Karen Johnson 

Newsletter Editors: Graduate Assistants Peter Scheer & Hilary Miller 

Other Contributors: Jessica Weidner, Ariel Slotter, Marissa Merkt, & Noah Hoffman 

Learning Center Hours 
Sunday: 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Mon-Thurs: 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Fri/Sat: Closed 

Contact Us: 
717-477-1420 

onlinewriting@ship.edu  
For more information visit: 

English Conversation Groups 

Ariel Slotter, a Writing Stu-

dio  graduate assistant, 

noticed that many interna-

tional students who came 

for writing consultations 

lacked confidence in their 

oral communication skills. 

She decided to create an 

English Conversation Group to facilitate growth in verbal 

communication among international students. Originally, 

she sought to create a laid-back atmosphere where she 

could engage a small group of students in informal dis-

cussions about their experiences, pop culture, and aca-

demics. By hosting weekly meetings, students could prac-

tice speaking English while exploring complex word 

meanings. 

The  conversation group was well-attended at the begin-

ning of the semester, but as course work demands have 

increased, attendance has decreased. During the ses-

sions, students work to improve their English pronuncia-

tion of words and increase their understanding of spoken 

English. These speaking exchanges have fostered learn-

ing experiences for both students and the tutor: students 

have learned to  ask questions and take risks while the 

tutor has grown in her cultural awareness and 

knowledge concerning students’ difficulties in acquiring 

spoken  English abilities.  

The conversation group meets Wednesdays from 4:00-

5:00 p.m. in the Learning Center. If you have a student 

who would be interested in joining this conversation 

group, please contact Ariel at as2823@ship.edu.    

        Writing Studio Research 

Graduate assistants Jessica, Ariel, and Hilary are re-

searching graduate students’ assumptions about writ-

ing centers. During their time working in the Writing 

Studio, they noted that in previous years, the majority 

of graduate students who come in for tutoring are 

international students. They believe more Native 

English-speaking graduate students could benefit 

from writing feedback and wondered why more na-

tive speakers do not seek  writing feedback. Ariel and 

Jess launched a research study in late September, and 

a preliminary review of the survey results indicates 

that graduate students are either unaware of the ex-

istence of Writing Studio services or they do not 

know that graduate students can access these ser-

vices. Another misconception is that students must 

come to campus to participate in a tutoring session.  

Jessica and Ariel presented at the National Confer-

ence on Peer Tutoring in Writing that was held No-

vember 6-8 in Salt Lake City, Utah. Both gained valua-

ble experience collecting and analyzing the data, as 

well as presenting this research to a group of other 

writing center professionals, who gave valuable feed-

back on how to use this data to inform communica-

tion of our services to graduate students. 

Both Ariel and Jessica are thankful for the opportuni-

ty to travel to Salt Lake City. They would like to thank 

Dr. Johnson, their research advisor, as well as the  

Mid-Atlantic Writing Centers Association and Gradu-

ate Research Grant Committee because without their 

support, the trip would not have been possible. 
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