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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
 

Please provide a brief description of the program to include purpose and student learning outcomes for the program. 
 

The increasing US involvement with the Middle East in the twenty-first century is 
having an impact in nationwide employment opportunities. This minor is in response to an 
increasing demand for a stimulating educational environment to examine the transformation 
of this region and its peoples in a global context as well as its relevance for US domestic and 
international policy.  This minor will enable Bloomsburg University to respond to national and 
regional needs by preparing students for a new and demanding environment that requires 
employees to be comfortable with differences and similarities in traditions, and well-versed in 
a multitude of historical, cultural, political, anthropological and linguistic experiences.  In 
doing so, it will prepare students for expanding job opportunities in related fields.  

 
Students, after successful completion of program coursework, participation in extracurricular 
activities and engagement with program advisers, will be able to: 

1. Identify and criticize commonly accepted stereotypes about the region’s culture and 
history 

2. Distinguish and demonstrate sophisticated understanding of different groups, societies 
and nations in the region and recall essential factual information about them 

3. Recognize and employ relevant methods and sources (in English or in Arabic) in order 
to interpret the region’s diverse culture and history as well as its social, economic and 
political institutions 

4. Assess how to put into use the foundation they received  
a. to ask complex questions about the region and to find answers  
b. to perform with better skills in the professional world 
c. to determine how to further their focus on the region through 

graduate/professional education  
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PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
 

Please list the requirements of the program to include course numbers, titles, descriptions, and credits. If a minor, indicated 
which courses are advanced standing as it is not always inherent in course numbers. 

The program will consist of eighteen credit hours, six of which must be at the 300 or 400 level. 
This list of existing courses can be expanded with the advisory board’s agreement. Newly 
developed courses will follow the new course approval process set forth by the appropriate 
department, related college, and the Division of Academic Affairs. 
 
Curriculum  
Core Requirement: (One of the following four courses. )   (3 credits) 
HISTORY 145     History of the Muslim World to 1405 
HISTORY 146      History of the Muslim World since 1405  
HISTORY 456     History of the Modern Middle East 
POLISCI   376     Government and Politics of the Middle East  
 
Core Electives:  (Core requirement courses can also count as a core elective. However, no 
single course can double-count as a “requirement” and an “elective” at the same time. Students 
who take more than one of the core courses may use the extra courses towards their elective 
requirements.) (15 credits) 
FRENCH 402      Contemporary Issues in Francophone Media  
ARABIC    101       Arabic I 
ARABIC    102      Arabic II 
ENGLISH 283     Jewish Fiction: An International Perspective 
ARTHSTRY 345  Art History of the Near East 
ECONOMIC 340 Economics of the Middle East 
HISTORY 457     History of the Early Ottoman Empire 
HISTORY 458     History of the Late Ottoman Empire 
 
Students may petition to have the following courses count toward the minor based on content: 
GEOG 102           World Cultural Geography  
GEOG 181            Contemporary Issues in World Politics 
POLISCI 280       Introduction to International Relations 
POLISCI 345       Democratization and Regime Change  
ANTHRO 102      Anthropology & World Problems 
ANTHRO 320     Contemporary World Cultures 
ANTHRO495      Special Topics in Anthropology 
XXXXXX###   Academic Internship 
 
TOTAL           (18 credits) 
 
Students will be encouraged to participate in study abroad, relevant internships and 
extracurricular activities such as the Model Arab League. Students will work with their 
departmental internship supervisors and they will receive no more than 6 internship credits 
toward the minor upon approval of the members of the Middle East Studies Advisory Board.  
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
HISTORY 145 History of the Muslim World to 1405 (3) - Surveys the development of the 
Muslim World (primarily the Middle East, North Africa and the Iranian plateau) from sixth to 
the beginning of the fifteenth century.  3 hours of lecture per week.  Open to all students.  This 
course applies to General Education Goal 4, and fulfills requirements for the History major and 
minor.  No prerequisites. General Education Goal 4 (“Cultures and Diversity”); 3 General 
Education Points (GEPs) 
 
HISTORY 146 A History of the Muslim World since 1405 (3) - Surveys the development of 
the Muslim World (primarily the Middle East, North Africa and the Iranian plateau) from the 
fifteenth to the twenty-first century.  3 hours of lecture per week.  Open to all students.  This 
course applies to General Education Goal 4, and fulfills requirements for the History major and 
minor.  No prerequisites. General Education Goal 4 (“Cultures and Diversity”); 3 GEPs 

HISTORY456 History of the Modern Middle East (3) - Surveys developments in the history 
of the Middle East (including Egypt and the Iranian plateau) from the sixteenth to the twenty-
first century (with particular emphasis on the post-nineteenth century period) through critical 
analysis of primary documents and historical accounts of the region.  3 hours of lecture per 
week.  Open to all students.  This course applies to General Education Goal 4, and fulfills 
requirements for the History major and minor.  No prerequisites. General Education Goal 4 
(“Cultures and Diversity”); 3 GEPs. 

POLISCI 376 Government and Politics of the Middle East (3) - Introduces the political 
history and governments of particular states in the region and considers their interactions 
regionally and internationally. Considers in particular the importance of Islam in politics, the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, the Iranian revolution, and the Iraqi wars. Three hours lecture per week. 

FRENCH 402 Contemporary Issues in Francophone Media (3) - Presents further 
development of language fluency through discussion of current topics and issues selected from 
francophone newspapers and magazines. Three hours lecture per week. Not offered every 
semester. Prerequisite: 10.207 or equivalent. 

ARABIC 101 Arabic I (3) - Seeks to develop novice proficiency with emphasis on intercultural 
communication in the context of the Arabic world. Language laboratory activities required. 
Not offered every semester. This course satisfies one additional course requirement from the 
approved list of communication courses for general education requirements. Three hours 
lecture per week. Prerequisites: None. 

ARABIC 102 Arabic II (3) - Continues to develop novice proficiency with emphasis on 
intercultural communication in the context of the Arabic world. Language laboratory activities 
required. Not offered every semester. This course satisfies one additional course requirement 
from the approved list of communication courses for general education requirements. Three 
hours lecture per week. Prerequisites: 15.101 or the equivalent. 

ENGLISH 283: Jewish Fiction: An International Perspective (3) -  Studies Jewish fiction 
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written in or translated into English particularly in the twentieth century in different parts of 
the world including the Americas, Asia, Australia, Europe, the Middle-East and South Africa. 
Focus will be placed on close reading of the fiction. Attention will be paid to the trajectories of 
Jewish migrations. Emphasis will be laid on the social, intellectual, and political impact of the 
forced Jewish migrations on the fiction by Jewish writers. To bring the complexity of the Jewish 
migrations into perspective, some knowledge of global culture, geography, and history will be 
useful. This course meets the diversity requirement. 

ARTHSTRY 345 Art History of the Near East (3) - Studies the history of the visual arts of the 
Islamic and the Mesopotamian worlds. Three hours lecture per week. Prerequisites: None. 

ECONOMIC 340 Economics of the Middle East (3) - Analyzes patterns of economic and 
institutional development in the Middle East; assesses the general trends in economic growth, 
investment, and institutional changes; and examines specific issues such as population and 
human development, economics and politics of oil and trade, the structure of state and its role 
in economic development, financial markets and Islamic banking, and business environment. 
Three hours lecture per week. Prerequisites: None. 

HISTORY457 History of the Early Ottoman Empire (3) - Provides an historical 
understanding of different aspects of the Early Modern Ottoman Empire, which controlled 
most of the region that is today known as the Balkans, the Middle East, and North Africa. 
Through a close reading of several monographs on the political, economic, social, and cultural 
history of the Ottoman Empire, the course examines the role of this influential empire in the 
Mediterranean World. Three hours lecture per week. Prerequisites: None. 

HISTORY 458 History of the Late Ottoman Empire (3) - Provides an historical 
understanding of different aspects of the Modern Ottoman Empire, which controlled most of 
the region that is today known as the Balkans, the Middle East, and North Africa. Through a 
close reading of several monographs on the political, economic, social, and cultural history of 
the Ottoman Empire, this course examines the role of this influential empire in the 
Mediterranean World. Furthermore, it relates the problematic transformations within the 
Empire to the nationalist and religious conflicts in the Balkans and the Middle East in the 20th 
and 21st centuries. Three hours lecture per week. Prerequisites: None. 
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