
SHIPPENSBURG  HEAD START 

& PRE-K COUNTS   

January/ February 2020 

 

Important 
DATES: 
 

Policy Council:  

 Jan. 16 

 Feb. 25 

    

              

NO CLASS:  

 Jan. 17 

 Jan. 20 

 Feb. 14 

 Feb. 17  

PreK   

 Feb 7  

   

 

WHEN YOU DON’T  

KNOW WHERE TO  

TURN,  

CALL 211  

RESOURCE HELPLINE  

News To Know... 

@:Shippensburg University 

 

@ShipHSandPreK 

Looking for WEATHER Updates:  

Please remember we follow your school  
districts Delays, Cancellations and Early 
Dismissals.   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

             February  29th   

             815am-1230pm 

  







29 

Reading  

Rainbow  



From the Education        
CREATIVITY IS CRAFTLESS (PROCESS VS. PRODUCT) 

   Remember when you first attempted to put together your child’s first “instructions 

enclosed, all parts included, no batteries required” toy? So many steps had to be done a 

certain way that you had to refer to the instructions many times. And if you are like most of 

us, you felt uncertain, inept, and uncoordinated. 

   When a child is asked to duplicate a given pattern, following a series of steps that result 

in an end product, the same feelings emerge.  Class craft projects may be cute to put in 

the family scrapbook or nice to send to Grandma, but they do little for your child’s self-

esteem, and cognitive development and creativity. 

   That is why blank paper, 

scissors, paint, markers, glue, and 

a variety of other materials to 

choose from are available at all 

times in our classrooms.  Children 

are encouraged to use the 

materials to make their own 

creations. 

   When we do a special art 

activity with children, we may 

introduce a new material or even 

demonstrate possible ways to use 

some tools and materials, but the children themselves decide what they want to create 

and how.  The children care more, learn more, and enjoy an activity more when they 

produce their own creations – not copies of ours. 

For more information or any concerns in reference to your child’s educational experience, please 
contact your home visitor, teacher, or an Education Coordinator at 717-477-1626. 



Coordinator’s Desk 
STAGES OF CHILDREN’S WRITING 
  Educators look at writing very differently than they did a generation ago. The things that young 
children seem to do naturally when given paper and markers are now viewed as true forms of 
writing. 

  There are at least five different stages of writing: 

Drawing: Children draw and “read” their drawings as a form of communication. They may 
draw an unrecognizable form and say, “I played in the home center today with my friends.” 
Or they may draw a treelike form and say, “This says remember to take me to the park.” 

Invented letters: Many young children 
make up their own letters. A circle 
with a line drawn down from the bot-
tom (resembling a lollipop) is a com-
mon invented letter. Again, children 
believe they are writing. 

Random letters: As children become 
more aware of the alphabet, they 
often write the letters in long strings, 
usually at random. 

Invented spelling: Invented spelling 
takes many forms but is related to the 
sounds the children hears in each 
word. At the beginning of this stage, 
children may write one letter to rep-
resent one word. Later, words are 
represented by two letters, the initial 
and ending letter sounds. As the 
child’s writing continues to mature, 
most sounds are represented in their 
invented spelling. 

Common spelling: The child begins writ-
ing more and more words spelled as 
adults spell. 







 







 



FREE EVENT  

DOWNTOWN  



 

July13 

Aug 16 

9pm  

 

Shippensburg  

Memorial Park 

FR 

Cows In Carlisle 

JUNE 5  

3pm-7pm 

2 N Hanover St.  
Bring kids to pet baby calves and win prizes 

in the fitness zone and education zone!  
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MALE INVOLVEMENT 

 

One of the most difficult parts of being a father 
is learning to accept your children’s mistakes. 
It certainly can be easy to be loving, 
supportive, and helpful when your children are 
mistake-free, but most fathers who are paying 
attention don’t find too many mistake-free 
periods of their children’s lives.  
 
Let’s be clear about our kids and their 
mistakes. There aren’t too many kids who get 
up in the morning, rub their hands together 
and say, ”I wonder how I can screw up today 
and really bother my dad!” Kids don’t enjoy or 
want to make mistakes, it’s just one of the 
ways that they learn about the world.  
 
Kids usually try to do their best; it’s just that 
they are doing their best considering the 
resources that they have at the time. 
Sometimes they’re tired, sometimes they’re 
easily distracted, and sometimes they’re 
strong-willed, but  they generally do the best 
that they can. It’s very easy for us to judge 
them according to standards of what they’ve 
done before.  
 
When our kids make mistakes, we have 
choices to make. Fathers can either make 
choices that help to create kids who are 
defensive and who lie to them …or they can 
make choices that help to create kids who can 
learn from their mistakes and improve upon 
them.  
 
Kids who fear punishment or the loss of love in 
response to their mistakes learn to hide their 
mistakes. These children live in two different 
places--one place where they have the love 
and support of their father (parents), and 

another where they 
feel that if their 
mistakes were 
discovered, they 
would be 
undeserving of that 
love. It is hard for 
these kids to fully 
accept their parents’ 
love and support even when it is expressed. It 
is also difficult for these kids to set high 
standards for themselves, because they tend 
to be fearful of failing.  These are some ideas 
for fathers who are committed to helping 
create kids who can learn from their mistakes, 
and who are not afraid of making a few:  
 

 

 
Absolutely accept the notion that your kids are 
doing their best, and that they will learn faster 
about their mistakes if they are in an 
environment that accepts mistakes.  
 
Understand that your difficulty with your kids’ 
mistakes is in fact a reflection of your difficulty 
dealing with your own mistakes; be aware of 
this and deal with your own issues first.  Know 
the “shaming” messages that we can all give 
so easily to our kids--messages that can do a 
lot of damage to them and help them to feel 
unworthy. Here’s a few of them:  
 
How could you have done that? 
You don’t listen to me! 
You can do better than that! 
What’s the matter with you?  
 
Keep providing your Adapted From:  www.fathers.com  

Article: Mark Brandenburg  



Fathers have an incredible opportunity to influence future generations. Having a child to raise, love, 
protect, and nurture is a challenging task. But dads who are involved in their kids lives offer distinctive 
qualities to their children. The role of a good father cannot be filled by someone else and is irreplacea-
ble as one of the most influential things in a child’s life. Dads today are role models; children are look-
ing for someone to look up to — to model their lives after. Every father leaves footprints of morals, val-
ues, priorities, and how to make decisions. Not an easy task as little eyes watch our every move. But 
the rewards are endless as our children grow into happy adults who have healthy relationships, make 
good decisions, and care for the communities they are a part of. 

Dads are busier than ever. Things like work and meetings are pulling dads away from 
the family. Things like school, clubs, friends often pull children away from fathers. It is 
becoming increasingly important for fathers to take an active interest in their children’s 
lives. The benefits last a lifetime! 

But how can a dad be more involved? 

SUPPORT, RESPECT, AND ENCOURAGE THE MOTHER OF YOUR CHILD 

BE INVOLVED IN CHILDCARE TASKS 

PLAY WITH YOUR CHILD 

READ WITH YOUR CHILD 

CONSIDER TAKING YOUR NEXT RAISE IN TIME, NOT MONEY 

SHOW LOVE AND AFFECTION TOWARD YOUR CHILD 

BE A ROLE MODEL TO YOUR CHILDREN 

EAT TOGETHER AS A FAMILY 

VOLUNTEER AT THEIR SCHOOL 

DISCIPLINE WITH LOVE AND PURPOSE 

KNOW THEIR FRIENDS 

LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN 

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN WHAT YOU KNOW  

AND REMEMBER . . . 

A Dad’s Job is Never Done!!  





Shippensburg Fire 
Fighters  

Activity Center  

33 W. Orange Street  

Shippensburg, Pa 17257 

8:15am –12:30pm  





SHIPPENSBURG 

CARLISLE 

NEWBURG 

NEWVILLE 

MT. HOLLY SPRINGS 

BOILING SPRINGS 

ORRSTOWN 

LURGAN 

WALNUT BOTTOM 

 

Shippensburg Head Start Program 
Shippensburg  University 

1871 Old Main Drive 
Box 58 

Shippensburg, PA 17257 
Phone: 717-477-1626 

Fax: 717-477-4097 
E-mail:  headstart@ship.edu 

Website:  
www.ship.edu/headstart 

SERVING: 

Now Recruiting for Early Head 
Start, Head Start and Pre-K!  

2020-2021 

   Who Should Apply?  
 

Head Start/Early Head Start:  Pregnant women and children 
ages birth to 5 years  whose household income is at or below the 
federal poverty guideline ($24,600 or under for a family of 4) 

 

Pre-K Counts: Children ages 4 and 5 entering kindergarten 
the following year, whose household income is at or below 
300% of the federal poverty level (approx. $73,800 or under for a 
family of 4) 

 

 

How to apply: 

Call Shippensburg Head Start  717-477-1626  

or stop in and apply 

Cora Grove Spiritual Center, Shippensburg University            
Shippensburg, Pa. 17257 

 

 

Call Today! 

 

These programs are FREE, but space is limited! 


