
WRITING STUDIO BULLETIN 

Spring Recruitment 

We are currently interviewing 
and hiring writing and speech 
tutors for the 2015 fall semes-
ter. If you have an exception-
al writer who you believe 
would make an excellent tu-
tor, please refer the student 
to our website to complete 
the application for hiring: 
learning.ship.edu . 

We value writers from all dis-
ciplinary backgrounds! 
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Writing tutor Alexa Matia works with a writer on an assignment. 

Research in the Writing Studio 
The Writing Studio is a vibrant center of research for writing tutors, writing 

fellows, graduate assistants, and the director. In March, graduate assis-

tants Adrienne Williams, Ariel Slotter, Jess Weidner will present their re-

search at the International Writing Centers Association in Tampa, Florida. 

Their research focuses on writers’ perceptions of tutoring spaces in a 

learning commons. Karen Johnson will also be co-presenting in a work-

shop with several writing center directors at the Conference on College 

Composition and Communication in Tampa. Their workshop will discuss 

the diverse possibilities of implementing studio programs on college cam-

puses. In April, Johnson, Williams, Slotter, and Weidner will also present 

at the Mid-Atlantic Writing Centers Association Conference at James Mad-

ison University.  
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Oral Communication Tutoring 
Students who wish to receive feedback on their speeches can practice their speeches with a trained speech tu-

tor. We now have a room reserved for speech practice and a process for video recording of presentations. 

Please instruct your students to inform the Learning Center receptionist of their intent to practice a 

speech so the tutor can be prepared for the tutoring session! 

http://learning.ship.edu/content.php?pid=439062&sid=3642681


Scholarly Writing Groups Work on Achiev-

ing Writing Goals 

The Scholarly Writing Groups are doing more than simply gathering to 

write. Ably led by Kelly Carrero from the Special Education Department, 

committed writers practice making scholarship a priority by setting goals 

and developing an accountability system for writing. By setting goals that 

are written down and displayed before the group, writers can experience 

the value of developing writing goals and breaking down the challenging 

work of scholarship into achievable tasks. 

Grant writers also benefit from the mentorship of Chris Wonders and 

Claire Jantz. Open discussions in grant writing sessions allow grant writ-

ers to ask questions and develop sound proposals. 

If you are interested in joining one or both of the groups for the last two 

semester meetings, contact Karen Johnson at kgjohnson@ship.edu.  

Online Writing Consultations for Off-

campus and Online Students 

Undergraduate and graduate students taking off-campus and online clas-

ses can take advantage of online writing consultations.  Appointments are 

easy to schedule on the Writing Studio Website.  Consultants offer feed-

back on writing assignments at any stage of the writing process  For more 

information or to request a consultation, please visit our webpage at learn-

ing.ship.edu/onlinewriting.  

 

Felicia Shearer 
Joins the Writing 
Studio Team 

 

Professor Shearer grew up in Virginia 

Beach but has lived in Pennsylvania 

for nearly eight years. She has a 

background in Communication and 

Women's Studies. She has been 

teaching in the field of Human Com-

munications Studies for nearly 17 

years. In addition to her part-time po-

sition of supporting tutoring services 

in the Writing Studio, she works as an 

Academic Advisor in the Office of Un-

declared Students as well as an ad-

junct faculty member of the Human 

Communications Department. She 

and her husband have three sons and 

live in Chambersburg. 

Prof. Felicia Shearer 

Scholarly Writing Group goals displayed on the Learning Center wall.   
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Social Work Studio Groups 

This semester, we are piloting studio groups, a small  workshop format for 

two small writing groups. Studio groups provide opportunities for writers to 

meet weekly and engage in interactional exchanges about their writing that 

includes discussing effective approaches for composing drafts and providing 

feedback on those drafts. Two small writing groups in Social Work 391 are 

utilizing Studio groups for students working on capstone writing pro-

jects.  Jess Johnson and Peter Scheer are leading the weekly meetings. 

 

The unique twist to this approach exists in the semester-long commitment: 

students meet throughout the semester to develop a final research paper 

and a formal presentation. Studios promote collaborative learning as each 

student openly poses challenges and concerns to the group that works to-

gether to discover solutions.  We are excited to participate in this venture 

and look forward to studying the outcomes at the conclusion of the semes-

ter. 

 
Writing Tutoring for Graduate Stu-

dents 

Graduate students have two options available for writing tutoring appoint-

ments: face to face and synchronous online appointments. To schedule 

a face-to-face appointment with either Ariel Slotter or Peter Scheer, stu-

dents can call the Writing Center at 717-477-1420 or visit us at our re-

ception desk in the Ezra Lehman Library. Online tutoring utilizes WebEx, 

which allows virtual appointments to closely resemble an in-person con-

sultation. Students can request appointments by visiting our website at 

http://learning.ship.edu/onlinewriting. 

Graduate Writing Con-

sultants, Ariel Slotter 

and Peter Scheer, are 

happy to help writers 

virtually through      

WebEx or in a face-to-

face session. 

http://learning.ship.edu/onlinewriting


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Anwyll 
 

Benjamin, a Communications/Journalism  major with a minor in Technical Writing, has 

been tutoring since Fall 2014 and is passionate about helping students polish their 

prose. In his free time, Benjamin enjoys hiking, playing guitar, and writing for SU’s 

newspaper, The Slate. He thoroughly enjoys his job at the DHC Writing Lab and plans 

to tutor until he graduates in May 2016. 

Benjamin Anwyll 

Alana Bielarski 

Hannah Carroll 

Amanda Segner 

Amanda is a senior with a major in Human Communication and a minor in Business 

Administration. She grew up in Pottstown and will be moving to Montana after gradua-

tion to work in the guest services industry. On campus, she is involved in Alpha Kappa 

Psi, the co-ed professional business fraternity, and Lambda Pi Eta, the Honors Com-

munication Association.  

Hannah Carroll 
Hannah is a senior English major with a writing concentration and minors in Technical/

Professional Communications and International Studies. She likes reading, yoga, and 

being outside. When she graduates, she hope to get a job in the technical writing field. 

 

DHC Lab Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Alana Bielarski 

Alana is an English major with a Writing Emphasis. This is her first semester as a tutor. In 

line with her major, Alana enjoys writing creatively and reading novels that are not as-

signed for her classes. Upon graduating, Alana hopes to become an author. 

Meet the DHC English Lab Tutors 

Meet the New HCS Tutor 

Amanda Segner 



 

 

 

Contact  Us 

Give us a call: 

477-1420 

Send an email: 

kgjohnson@ship.edu  

Visit the web: 

learning.ship.edu/
writing_tuttoring   

 

 

Writing Studio Tutors of the Month 

 

Contributors 

Director of the Writing Studio: Dr. Karen Johnson  

Newsletter Editor: Adrienne Williams, Writing Studio GA  

Newsletter Contributors: Dr. Karen Johnson, Felicia Shear-
er, Ariel Slotter, Peter Scheer, Jess Weidner, Adrienne Williams 

Nicole Nicholson 

Nicole Nicholson 

Nicole is a senior psychology major who has been working in the Writing Studio for 

one year. After graduation, she plans to attend graduate school for college student 

personnel. In her free time, she enjoys running, horseback riding, and reading. Ni-

cole says she enjoys working in the Writing Studio because she likes being able to 

interact and learn more about students and their interests.  

 

 

 

Jessica Johnson 

Jessica Johnson 

Jessica is a senior psychology major and criminal justice minor. This is her second 

year  as a tutor and first year as Head Writing Tutor. Her future plans are to find a 

job that combines the fields of psychology and criminal justice and eventually attend 

graduate school. Jessica’s hobbies include hiking, fishing, kayaking, and horseback 

riding. She enjoys teaching horseback riding lessons and competing in horse shows. 

Working in the Writing Studio is rewarding for Jessica because she enjoys observing 

writers as they develop their abilities while working on an assignment. 

Learning Center Hours:  

Sunday: 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Mon. - Thurs. 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Closed Friday and Saturday 
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