
Graduate Student Consultations: On Campus 
 
One-on-one, face-to-face writing consultations are offered in 

the Learning Center for all graduate writers taking on-

campus classes.  Whether writers are concerned about the 

organization of their paper or having difficulty developing a 

thesis, graduate writing consultants are available to help at 

any stage of the writing process.  Through collaborative 

writing sessions, consultants seek to empower writers by 

helping them learn how to improve their writing ability. Stu-

dents may visit the reception desk in the Learning Center or 

call  717-477-1420 to schedule an appointment.   

Media Writing 

This required course for aspiring journalism students is in 

full swing, and our trained Media Writing tutors are ready 

to help students meet their learning goals. Our tutors go 

through an extensive training process, preparing them to 

work with students as they sharpen their grammar, punctua-

tion, spelling, and sentence construction skills. From the 

very basics to the more advanced questions, Media Writing 

students improve their writing skills, which helps them 

achieve success as they pursue their chosen major. 

Last semester, students who attended all required sessions 

improved by an average of 22 points on their proficiency 

exam! We are excited to welcome our new students and 

look forward to helping them achieve their learning goals 

this semester. 

New Graduate  Assistants 

Ariel Slotter is a new graduate assistant who will be 

working primarily with other graduate students. She is 

pursuing her Master’s degree in Public Administration 

with the hope of working for a non-profit or community 

development organization. Ariel is a 2011 graduate of 

York College of Pennsylvania with dual degrees in Polit-

ical Science and International Relations.  

For the past two and a half years, Ariel has worked in 

Harrisburg as a court reporter, transcribing hearings and 

depositions for various State agencies. 

_________________________________________ 
 

Our other new graduate assistant is Peter Scheer of Camp 

Hill. After 37 years of working in various engineering 

and manufacturing roles, Peter is pursuing a second ca-

reer as a counselor. He is part of the newly formed Dixon 

cohort seeking a Master’s degree in Mental Health Coun-

seling. His objective is to counsel children recovering 

from grief or loss.  

Born in NYC, Peter has lived in Connecticut, South Car-

olina, England, and now Pennsylvania. His undergradu-

ate degree in Mechanical Engineering was completed at 

the University of Wisconsin, and his MS in Manufactur-

ing Systems Engineering was completed at Lehigh. Peter 

enjoys playing African and Brazilian percussion instru-

ments and has performed on stage several times. He en-

joys world music, traveling, and meeting people from 

around the world.  He is interested in end-of-life issues 

and serves as a hospice volunteer. Peter enjoys commut-

ing to Ship on his 1982 Honda Goldwing motorcycle and 

is planning a solo ride to New Orleans next year.  
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As a psychology major, I wanted 

to become a writing tutor be-

cause I enjoy helping people. I 

never realized that when I ob-

tained a job as a writing tutor in 

the Writing Studio that my own 

writing would improve. This fall 

begins my fifth semester as a 

writing tutor and my first as a 

head tutor. I have learned more 

about myself and have grown 

more as a writer than I could 

have ever done without being a 

tutor. I am incredibly grateful for 

this job, and I plan continue to 

serve as a writing tutor in graduate school.   

Tutor of the Month - Olivia Hunt 

Writing Workshop for International Students 

A writing workshop specifically designed for internation-

al students will be held in the Learning Center on Sep-

tember 30 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Please encourage in-

ternational students to attend this informative session! 
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English Lab Tutoring 

By Alexander Strickler 

Dauphin Humanities Center 002 is home to the English 

Computer Lab. The lab attendants, Hannah Carroll,        

Alexander Strickler, and Collin Brackin, are also English 

tutors who can help students with any part of the writing 

process. Tutoring is provided in both academic and creative 

writing. Tutors focus on explaining  concepts and making 

the experience as casual and comfortable as possible.  

Three tutor-led workshops will be held this semester:  

September 16 @ 8:00 p.m.: Thesis writing  

October 8 @ 6:00 p.m.: Research and MLA formatting  

November 4 @ 6:00 p.m.: Seminar papers 

Drop-in tutoring appointment hours:  

Monday & Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  and                                    

   4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday:  8 :00 a.m. to 8:00  p.m. 

Thursday: 9:30 a.m.. - 11 a.m.; 12:30 - 3:30 p.m.; and            

    5:00 p.m. -  6:30 p.m.  

Friday-Sunday: Closed  

Contact us at the Writing Studio: 

Open: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday - Thursday 

            5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday 

            Closed Friday and Saturday 

Phone: (717) 477-1420 

Website: http://learning.ship.edu/home  

Director of the Writing Studio: Dr. Karen Johnson  

Newsletter Editor: Adrienne Williams, Writing Studio GA 

Newsletter Contributors: Alexander  Stickler , Maddie 

Moyer-Keehn, Ariel Slotter, & Peter Scheer 

Faculty Writing Groups   

Are you finding it difficult to find time to engage in 

scholarly or creative writing? Would you enjoy feed-

back and guidance for developing a grant proposal? 

Or, do you simply want an interested reader to give 

you honest feedback on your writing projects? If you 

answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, or if 

you simply would like to collaborate with faculty 

about your writing projects, then the Faculty Writing 

Group is for you! Jointly supported by the offices of 

PCDE, CFEST, and ISPPS, the Faculty Writing 

Group is continuing its second semester of supporting 

writing groups in their scholarly pursuits.  

Research has shown that faculty are more productive 

in their research and writing when they engage in 

regular writing, keep track of their time spent in writ-

ing, and hold themselves accountable to others in 

writing. A faculty writing group can provide a safe 

environment that makes the writing experience more 

meaningful and fruitful, helps you develop an ac-

countability system for writing, motivates you to set 

goals, allows you to meet colleagues across campus, 

and provides opportunities for cross-disciplinary col-

laborations.  

This fall, we will hold faculty writing group meetings 

on October 3 and November 14. Claire Jantz and 

Chris Wonders will lead the Grant Writing Group, 

and Karen Johnson and Kelly Carrero will lead the 

Scholarly Writing Group. Participants should commit 

to their writing group and plan to attend both meet-

ings. To allow for flexibility and optimal participa-

tion, you may choose the 12 p.m. group or the 2 p.m. 

group; however, you should commit to attending your 

chosen group on both dates. Meeting with your writ-

ing group twice during the semester will allow you to 

make consistent progress in your writing goals. If you 

are interested in participating, you must complete this 

survey by September 26 so that we can adequately 

plan for our first meeting in the Learning Center:                                               

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/

FacultyWritingGroupsFall2014Y665C3C 

The first 25 faculty to register and attend the Oc-

tober writing group meeting will receive the book, 

How to Write a Lot: A Practical Guide to Productive 

Academic Writing by Paul J. Silvia. Faculty who 

complete the survey will be contacted with details 

concerning the first meeting.  

We look forward to writing with you soon! 

Karen Johnson 

Creative Writing Chat  
 By Maddie Moyer-Keehn 

We are in our second semester of meetings for the Creative 

Writing Chat! In our time together in the Learning Center 

last spring, faculty and undergraduate writers discussed how 

to start writing  projects and publish their work. These dis-

cussions allowed us to bounce ideas off each other and com-

pare writing techniques, which allowed us to learn new ways 

to improve our own writing. Moving forward, I hope this 

new semester gives us the opportunity to watch each other’s 

work grow. Our first chat will be  held in the Learning Cen-

ter on October 3 at 2:15 p.m., and I hope to see many new 

and old faces. If you are currently working on a piece, please 

bring it to the Chat as there will be time to share your cur-

rent projects and read your past work. If you are not working 

on anything at the moment, I hope our discussion will in-

spire you to start! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FacultyWritingGroupsFall2014Y665C3C
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FacultyWritingGroupsFall2014Y665C3C

